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LETTER L 

To Madams Lb Monnier. 

Alexandria, ijfg. 

I ADDRESS to you, Madam, the follow- 
ing Letters, forming a fequel to thofe on Egypt. 
Deign to receive them with indulgence, and 
accept them sCs the ofFering of gratitude. 
They contain my obfervations on thofe parts 
of Greece which I vifited in the courfe of 
two years. Acquainted as you are with hi£- 
* B tory. 
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tory^ guided by a natural good taftei and en-^ 
lightened by the ftudy of the fine arts, you 
prefer to all other countries that which had 
the glory of bringing thofe arts to perfeftion. 
1 am perfcftly of your opinion : the country 
of Homer, of Socrates, and fo many other 
great men, whom their virtues or taltAts 
have immortalized, has a claim to the love 
and veneration of all a|;es. The traveller of 
fenfibility, led by the enthufiafm infpired by 
thofe places, once the theatre of fo many me^ 
morable events, will lo<ig contintie to vifit 
them. But, alas ! inftead of a free, learned^ 
and warlike people, be will find pufilj^iiimous 
and ignorant flaves ; inftead of flourifhing 
cities, he will meet with nothing but heaps oi 
iruins^ and Scattered and mutilated marbles^ 
inftead of the ^rnous monuments of ancient 
genius. Yet if his refearches be conducted hj 
found fenfe, if he be exempt firom prejudicev 
and cotred in his defcriptions, even this con» 
traft will fupply intcrefting objeds and ufe- 
ful truths. You already have a glimpfe, Ma* 
dam, of one part of the fcenes about to open 
to your view. The obfcurity, indeed, in 
which they are enveloped, * dTOS not permit 
you to difccm their effeds* Let us approach 
7 them 
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them fomewhat nearer, the darknefs will di£^ 
appear ; we fhall fee them as they have been 
fketched by nature, for in her colours I fhall 
tndeaTOur to pourtray them* 
I have the honour to be^ 
with the utmoft refped^ 
Madam, 
Your moft humble and moft 
obec^eiit {eptua^ 

Savart. 
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LETTER n. 

To M, L, M. 

Alexandria, Sept. 1779-^^ 

1am preparing, Madam, to leave the city of 
Alexandria, where I have paffed four months^ 
fince my return from Cairo. My ftay here 
has been exceedingly agreeable, thanks to the 
kindnefs of M. Taitbout de Marigni, the 
French conful, who invited me to his table, 
and fhewed me every poffible politenefs. I 
have employed my leifure hours in examining, 
this city, its harbours and environs, and in 
defcribing them, as you have feen in my for- 
mer work. 

In confequence of the war between Eng- 
land and France, the Mediterranean fwarms 
with Ejiglifh privateers, and our regular 
trading veffels no longer make their ufual 
voyages. I have therefore been obliged to 
wait for a neutral fhip, and have agreed 
with a captain of Zante, an ifland belonging 
to the Venetians, to convey me to Candia. 

He 
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He is at this moment ready to fail, and I 
muft haflen on board : Adieu, ye burning 
fliores of Egypt ! I lay afide with pleafure the 
turban, the long robe, and the muftachio, 
thoie neceffary habiliments for every Euro- 
peai;i. who is inclined to vifit thefe countries. 
Adieu, ye fuperb monuments, on which I have 
fo often gazed with admiration and aftonifh- 
ment ! I rejoice that I have feen you ; but 
wifh not to behold you a fecond time, till 
the country in which you rear your lofty 
heads fliall be no longer under the dominion 
of a barbarous people. Adieu ! ye ever ver- 
dant gardens of Rofetta and Damietta, and 
ye groves the foft retreats of voluptuous en- 
joyment ! How do your perfumes embalm the 
air! How delightful were the coolnefs of your 
charming fhades, impenetrable to the ardour of 
a burning fun, did not death await the rafh 
mortal who fhall too thoughtlefsly dare to 
enter them. Such, Madam, were my re- 
flexions, while I call a parting gknce on ob- 
jects by which I had' been fo deeply afFeded, 
as I followed the Zarithiot captain to the 
ihip. The boat glided gently over the fur- 
face of an unruffled fea, and my reverie con- 
tinued till fuddenly it ftruck agaiuft the veflel, 
B 3 when 
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when tbe fliock dHSpated the iUoTioas «fid I 
mounted the deck. 

We have weighed anchor. A favourably 
breeze fwelb our fails, and waft;s us frpm thp 
ihore. We have already pa0ed the Diamondy 
a rodcfo called, fituated at the e^itremitj of 
die lile of Pharosi whichi when the f^^ is calm» 
xear^ its threatening head above the waters s 
Jbut in ftormy weather is entirely eoveijed.by 
the waves. Mariners muft paf$ round it to 
enter the harbour ; but its (ituation ia w^ 
knowHy and it is eafily avoided. 

At the diftance we now are from Alewui* 
dria, that city appears, in perfpefitivc, fcMrming 
a femicircle on the fliore. Part of the houTeSt 
illuminated by the fun, reflet a vivid lights 
and advance forward in the pii3:uret while tha 
reft, enveloped in the fbade, appear in the 
back-groundf Above them rife the (lender 
Minarets, which feem to lofe tbemfelves In the 
air. The principal objed^ in this landicape is 
the pillar of Ale:?ander Scverus*, which 
commands the whole city. This is the 
firft thing 'difcovered when we make ths 

* Conunonly callrf ?pmfef% PilUr. §«C ^ suthpr^i 
JLrCtters on Egypt^ 

la^; 
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land ; tad the hfk we Eofa fight of tvlieft ifH 
leave it. Hail lo tiie gr^attft cdama htf- 
maai power has ever erededf Stffi doce thk 
teftify tD traveHiM^ that the aft& lup#9 oxxt 
fldi^fihed in this cowstfy, now die featt tf 
ignorance and baarbarifm. Adieu I iftaigni& 
cem; dMntinieat, whoe& wert £b often dke ob- 
je& of my iiradkB! Never could I be Wdttrf 
of codtemphotig tbe xnajidfty of thy flMafi^ 
and tiiy eoormoua capitaL Bm v4ik 1 fpea& 
ift leflena infeiiiibiy^ »d xscm appean enty a 
Uaek ^peck taM the vapoura of the atmo^ 
Ipkat. Has Egypi thw» lb fe^if^ vaejfted 
firomt my fight ) 

Iq le IMC wit^fduf tegtttf MadaiH, tfl^ac i^ 
quit a country in^ "v^lUch Wtf* have pa^fled ft^ 
veral yeara of onr youthi, ift wKieh we have 
beheld the wonders of antiquity^ and pur« 
chafed a few tranfient moments of happinefs 
by an infinity of fatigues and perils* A 
^ind of melancholy takes poffeflion of the 
foul. The more lively our fcnfations have 
been the more difficulty do we find in de* 
taching ourfelves from the fcenes which gave 
them birth. We are perpetually recalling the 
images of objedls by which we have been 
deeply affc^ed, and, recollecting them, feel 
B 4 anew 
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anew every paf&on they have infpired. Not 
unfrequently do they excite tears, and we 
feel an irrefiftible charm, which we endeavour 
to prolong, till, fatigued with fenfibility, it 
becomes neceffary to give reft to the mind hy 
transferring our attention to other obje&s. 
. I fhall continue. Madam, in the courfe of 
this work, to defcribe, with all the tKz€tne& 
I am capable of, the places I may vifit ; nor 
ihall I omit the refledions they may fuggeft, 
©r my own feelings, in every fituation. What 
can be more interefting than the hiftory of 
the human heart ? And how can this be. hette* 
written than ]?y faithfully relating the im^it 
preilipns made on us by each new objed:^ 
and in. every various fituation ? 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER IIL 

To M. L. M. 



W 



On boar^ 



E enjoy, Madam, the fineft weather 
imaginable: not a cloud obfcures the iky, 
and a fouth-eaft wind waft$ us diredly to- 
ward the port to which our wiihes tend. 
We have now entirely loft fight of land, 
and, as far as the eye can. f each, only view the 
immenfe abyfs of the waters, and the vaft ex- 
panfc of the heavens. How awful is this 
iight! How does it infpire the mind with 
great ideas ! How adventurous is man, who 
tnifts his fortune and his life to this frail 
veffel he has built, which a wprm may pierce, 
or a fingle blaft dafh to pieces againft a rock. 
Yet in this he braves the fury of the ocean ! 
But how admirable is his ingenuity ! He com- 
mands the winds, enchains them in the can- 
vas, and forces them to condufl; him where 
he pleafes. He fails from one end of the 
world to the other, and traverfes the immenfe. 

liquid 
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liquid pluns, without anj figoals to direft 
him. He reads his courfe in the hearenst A 
needle, which wonderfully points perpetually 
to the Pole, and the obfervation of the ftars, 
inform him where he is. A few lines and 
points mark out to him the iflands, coafts, 
and fhoala, which his (kill enables him to ap- 
proach or avoid at pleafure. Yet has he 
eaufe to tremble, ^ notwithftanding all his 
ibience and all his geniiis ! ' The fire of the 
clouds is kindling over his head, and may 
confume his dwelling. Unfathomable gulphs 
are^ yawning beneath his feet, and he is fe*» 
parated from them only by a fingle plank. 
His confidence might make us imagine he 
knew himfelf immortal j yet he muft die—* 
die never to revive again ! 

I have the honour to be| &c. 
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LETTER IV^ 

To M. L. M. 

Oflboari. 

X HAVE rifen before the ti/nUght, Madam^ 
to contemplate at my leifure the rifing of the 
fun. This fighty in the wide and fhorelels 
ocean^ is the moft wonderful and glorious 
fcene thsct nature oSers to the eye of man. 
I ihall endeavour to defcribe it, if not with 
all the eloquence and grandeur of imagery it 
deferves, at leaft^ with as much fidelity aa 
pofBble, 

71)e weather is ferene^ the air calm^ the 
freihnefs of the morning delicious, A ligh^ 
byt favourable, breath of wind wafts us 
gently along, and nothing difturbs the pro- 
found fileace that reigns upon the waters. 

The Tew ftars which ftill fparkle in the 
firmament are about to difappear. Already 
the firft rays of day pierce through the 
blue^ vapour of the horizon ; while retreating 
oight cplleds her fleedo|; ihades in the weft. 

The 
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The eaft gradually colours, and flxcaks the 
azure vault Ti^ith purple. The fcene varies 
every inftant. Each object betomes more 
enlightened, and its colours more lively. What 
a fcene at length opens ! a thoufand golden 
rays, ilTuing from one common centre, di- 
vide themfelves in the air. The whole eaft 
feems on fire. The fun is about to appear j 
already I perceive his radiant difk upon the^ 
horizon. He appears to rife from the centre of 
the waives, and feems to repofe an inftant on 
the liquid furface, as on a throne. How -is 
the eye dazzled with his fplendor, while he 
rifes majeftically above the waters, which re- 
fled: his , image a 'thoufand and a thoufand 
times ! Hail, glorious luminary, great fource 
of light to the univerfe, all hail ! Thy pre- 
fence reanimates every living being, and dif- 
fufes joy through every heart. Glory be to 
the hand that traced out thy path .through 
the heavens ! 

I have the honour to be,, &;c. 
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LETTER V. 

To M. L. M. 



On board. 



Jj IVE days have elapfed, Madam, fince 
our departure from Alexandria, and our veflel 
has always gone before the wind. Had it 
blown a little ftronger we fliould not have 
been far from Candia ; but it has continued 
fo weak that we are hardly half way thither. 
I never faw the fea more calm ; We proceed 
as gently as if we\ were floating with the 
ilream of a river. Nothing can be more 
agreeable than our voyage. Seated under a 
canopy which flielters us from the heat of 
the fun, and cooled by the refrefhing ze- 
phyrs, which play among the fails, we con- 
tinue to advance infenfibly. Notwithftanding 
our progrefs is fo flow, if the fame wind con- 
tinues all night, we fliall to-morrow be within 
fight of Rhodes, which is but a fmall dif- 
tance from Crete. 

TiU 
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Till five in the morning we have enjoyed 
the moil delightful weather; but the horizon 
in the weft appear; now gnedteJI j to overcaft ; 
vapoury at firft light and fcarcely perceptible^ 
begin to extend, heap up, and thicken. Al- 
ready they form a circle of dark clouds, which^ 
like mountains, hide from us the laft rays of 
the fetdng fun. Is this the fore-runner of a 
ilorm? Our mariners are of that opinion* 
We ihall foon fee how far their pre&ges ar* 

I have thebenour to be^ &c» 
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LETTER VL 

Ta M* L. M. 

On board* 

Jl HE fears of the failors, Madam^ were 
aot without foundation^ the wind has changed* 
The etftem gale no longer wafts us gisntly on 
our way. A torrent of air, burfling &om the 
weft, has driven us towards the burning coun-^ 
tricB of Afia, and oppofes itfelf as a barrier to 
our paflage^ In vain do we ftruggle againft 
Its Violence ; we lofe on every tack, and re* 
cede inftead df advancing. Thick qlouds ob^ 
Icure the face of the fun, and the darkened 
ocean is covered with foam. Roaring waves 
continually laih the fides of the veflel, and the 
winds howl horribly among the rigging* 
The overuftretched fails break with violence 
from the yards, and the mails bend and crack 
with the rolling of the vcflel, which, every 
moment, feems ready to fhiver into a thoufand 
piec^. 

All the iailors are in raodon; the captain 

. 
iS 
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IS obfiged to drain his voice to give his orders. 
The helm is confided to the moft experienced 
lailor. Some attend the ropes, while others^ 
clinging to the end of a yard, are taking in a 
fail^ and^ balancing themfelves as the (hip 
rolls, grapple a rope with their feet, and la- 
bour with their hands, at the rilk of being 
/ precipitated every moment into the fea* 

For feven days, fucceffively, we have never 
ceafed tacking ; but in vain. Wc are con* 
tinually lofing way ; and, fhould this weather 
laft, we ihall make Cyprus, or the coaft of 
Syria. I am now convinced our veflel is but 
an indifferent failer, and the crew extremely 
ignorant. Our Tailors are Greeks, who know 
little of the working of a fhip, and are flow 
in performing the little they do know. Never 
have they once been able to put the fliip about 
with the head to the wind, fothat as often as they 
change the tack we lofe more way than we have 
gained. Nor has the captain more knowledge ; 
he has not taken one obfervation of the lati- 
tude ; nor has he on board either fedor or 
quadrant, with the ufe of which he is totally 
unacquainted. He is equally a ftranger to the 
ufe of fea-charts, or the -method of meafuring 
a {hip's way by the log. In fine, he is a 

genuine 



ON GREECE. 17 

genuine boat-mafter, who finds his way 
in the day, by following "the courfe of the 
fun, and at night, by obfervation of the 
ftars. In cloudy . weather, he fleers as well 
as he can, by the compafs, of which he 
knows not even the declination. I am almoft 
tempted to fancy him one of the pilots of the 
ancient Greeks, and to fuppofe that he was 
at the fiege of Troy, and that one of the fa- 
bulous deities has reftored him to life, to prove 
to us the truth of the everlaftihg voyages 
of Homer's heroes. However that may 
be, I do not think we fhall very foon reach 
Candia« 

Our doubts are ended. We give up, at 
leaft for the prefent, all hope of reaching Crete. 
Wearied with fruitlefs ftruggles againft oppofing 
fortune, our captain has juft turned his prow 
toward Afia Minor. We are going, he tells 
us, to feck for Ihelter in fome port, and when 
the weather is more favourable, we ihall re- 
new our voyage. He does not know where 
we fhall touch ; but if he once makes land^ 
he will do every thing in his power not to 
lofe fight of it again. Thus do the Greeks 
manage a ihip* As for myfelf, I begin to re-p 

C pent 
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pent embarking' with fuch a pilot. But 

the dye is thrown, and I muft ftand thjj 

chance, 

I have the hpupur to be, $cc, 
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LETTER VIL 



i Ta M. L. M. 

v^UR deftiny, Madam, has fufFcred no 
change.' The wind keeps conftantly in the 
weft, and has driven the clouds toward the 
frozen fummits of Lebanon. The fky, at 
length, clears up, and we are bearing down 
upon the land, which has been announced by 
the Tailors from the maft head. On deck, we 
could only difcern fomething reiiembling a cloud, 
which enlarged and extended itfelf as we ad-* 
vanced. We now know it to be the continent 
of ATidi^ and the certainty of this has diffufed 
a general joy ; but ftill we are not free from 
anxiety. The captain having never taken any 
obfervation, knows nothing of our latitude, 
and cannot tell what land we are about to 
make. In the mean time, however, we keep 
jidvancing to^jsrard it. 

Obje£ts infenfibly become more diftinft, we 
perceive mountains, hills, and a promontory^ 

C2 which. 
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which running out into the fea, prefents i( 
barren ftiore and enormous rocks. Our failor* 
aflure us, tl^e higl^ land, that appears in the 
back ground, is the Ifland of Caftel Roflb; they 
aflert we fhall be at anchor there before night, 
and we are bearing down on it with a fa-? 
vourable wind. 

We approach the fhore, which feems dcfT 
titute of verdure ; but in fad, the fun is fet- 
ting behind the mountains, and fhines only 
upon their fummits. The fhade defcendsf 
rapidly into the vallies, and the eye no 
longer diftinguiflics any thing, but as through 
a veil. We are now, thank Heaven, entering 
the harbour of Caftel Roflb, and about to 
anchor, at the foot of the rock on;whicl^ 
that fmall town is built. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER Vm. 

To M. L. M. 

Caftel Rttfo. 



E have now^ Madam, beeo three days 
at anchor in the port of Caftel Rpflb, which 
time I have employed in vifiting the country, 
of which I can now lay before you an ac- 
curate account. But remember, that the 
truth here is hideous. The more faithful 
I am in my defcriptions^ the more will you 
be fhocked. 

Tkis ifland is fituated in the weftern part of 
a femi-circular bay, on the coa^ of Caramania, 
or the ancient Lycia. It is but half a league 
in circumference, and is only feparated from 
the continent by a narrow ftreight. The coaft 
is inacceffible, except on the fide of the har« 
hour, where there is a fmall town, confifting 
of about one hundred houfes. It is built upon 
a rock, on the point of ; which is a fmall 
Turkifh fort, which ferves to frighten away 
the Corfairs. The fpace it occupies is ex- 
C 3 tremely 
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tremely confined, both by the fea, and a very 
fteep mountain, above three hundred feet 
high, which has the appearance of a wall, 
from which huge mafles of rock feem ready 
to fall upon the houfes, and precipitate them 
into the waves. I climbed it with diflSiculty, 
and found on its fummit a plain, about a 
quarter of a league in circuit, uncultivated^ and 
nearly covered with grafs, half burnt up. In 
the middle is a fmall chapel^ very* wretched, 
and very folitary. 

From this eminence we difcover the Me- 
diterranean to the north and fouth, while 
the reft of the horizon is bounded by the 
lofty fummits of Mount Taurus. . When we 
defcend into the town, we find ourfelv^s in 
a bottom environed by fieep cliffs, which lofe 
themfelves in the clouds. Thefe are a circle 
of bare and hanging rocks, which, heated by 
the fun^ refled a vivid light, injurious to the 
eyes. Never did verdure embellifh thefe me- 
lancholy fliores ; we only meet with a few 
bulbous plants, and thorny fhrubs, which de- 
light in fuch fituations. Such is the pro- 
fped the inhabitants of Caftel Roffo have in- 
ceffantly before their eyes. It prefents the 
image of eternal fterility j nor do I believe 

the 
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the whole world iaffords a more defolate and 
horrid habitation. 

You may imagine, Madam, how wretched 
the Greeks, who inhabit fuch a place, mud 
be. They tan neither fow nor reap. The 
iHand produces neither vegetables, fruit, nor 
grain. Their plantations are confined to about 
fifty feet of olive trees, * and they have no 
cattle but goats, which climb among the rocks 
to find fubfiftence* To complete their mifery, 
there is only bne fpring in the ifland, and that 
is almoil at the top of the hill ; from whence 
the women are obliged to fetch water. I 
have dften feen them labouring up a fteep path, 
carrying large pitchers on their fhoulders, and 
returning heavily laden, at the rifk of being 
daflied to pieces with their burthen. Such 
a place of abode is not to be envied. Accord- 
ingly, the handfomeft houfe lets only at twelve 
livres (or half a guinea) a year ; and the bride 
who receives for her portion a foot of olive 
ground and a fhe-^oat, is efteemcd wealthy. 

Fortune feems to have intended to recom- 
penfe the inhabitants of Caftel Roflb, by 
giving, them indolent neighbours. In the time 
of harveft, they pafs over into Caramania, and 
get in the com for the Turks* They bring 

C 4 back 
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back with them grain, wine, and various kind« 
of provifions. Their fituation has rendered 
them feamen, and they make voyages during 
three months of the year, and return in winter, 
to enjoy, with their families, the gains they 
have made. Moft of them carry on a trade 
in wood, which they purchafe at a low rate, 
and fell high at Alexandria. For carrying 
this, they make ufe of decked boats, which 
do not ftow much, but fail very qurck, and 
require little care. They likewife fupply their 
wants by fifhing ; and by thefe various means 
obtain a fubfiftence. 

Could you imagine it. Madam; on this 
defolate fpot I found a native of Provence, 
who is fettled here, and connected in bufinefs 
with a Greek j they live in the fame houfe, 
and are partners in a veffel. The former 
trades with the Turks, and purchafes fire- 
wood, and timber for fhip-building, in Cara- 
mania, which the other fells in Egypt, from 
whence, in return, he brings various articles 
which are iifeful here. They appear to fubflft 
comfortably, and live in harmony together. 
The Frenchman confiders himfelf as the agent 
of his nation, and renders his countrymen all 
the fervices in his power ; in return for which, 

he 
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he receives from them fome little prefents. I 
have every reafon to be fatisfied with his po- 
litenefs. To do us honour he killed a iheep, 
perhaps the only one in the ifland, and regaled 
us in the beft manner he could^ with Mufca- 
dine grapes, gathered on^ the Afiatic fliore. 
The oriental cuftoms were obferved in every 
thing. We eat upon the ground, ieated 
round the diihes^ on the carper, and, after- 
ward, all drank out of one large cup, the only 
one, doubtlefs, in the pDfTefiion of thefe 
partners. Next came coffee^ and then pipes, 
of which we were obliged heartily to partake* 
I aiked our hoft many queftions, and among 
the novelties I learnt from him, the following 
appeared worthy to be preferved : 

*' In my excurfions through the mountains 
** of Garamania," faid he, ^' I foufid tf the 
** foot of a tree, fomewhat different from the 
*^ mulberry, large balls or cones, of a white and 
** fine filk, much bigger than thofe of the com- 
** monfrik-worm. On examining the leaves, I 
** difcovered the infers that produced them, 
•* fome of which were ftiU fpinning. They 
*^ were caterpillars of a blackifh colour, 
** larger than filk-worms. I brought away 
^^ four of them, and fent them to the conful 

*' at 
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•* at Rhodes ; but they cannot have beeil te* 
*^ ceived, as I have never heard of them more." 
I repeatedly requefted my hoft to 6ondud 
me to the place where he hs^d feen this fpecies 
of (ilk-worm j but he anfwercd, that^ war hav* 
ing broke^out between the Turks of that pro- 
vincc) it was impoflible to go fo far. He 
promifed me, however, as foon as peace 
fliould be reftored, to fend me fome of them 
to Candia, with the leaves of the trees on 
which they feed. I relate thefe particulars^ 
to induce travellers, who may hereafter vifit 
thefe countries, to endeavour to procure fome 
of thefe valuable infedts. The trees which 
grow on the high grounds of Caramania would 
thrive well in France, and it would be an 
advantage to mankind in general, and a fource 
of riches to our own nation in particular, 
could we difcover and multiply a new fpecies 
of worm which produces filk. 
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LETTER IX. 

To M. L. M. 

Caftel Roflb. 



HILE we remain at Caftel Roflb^ 
Madam, I muft not omit to mention fome 
beautiful remains of antiquity iituated at a 
fmall diftance. I cannot fay whether they are 
known ; but I have never read a defcriptioa 
of them in any author. 

About half an hour's fail to the eaft of the 
harbbur of Caftel Roflb, is a creek on the Afiatic 
croaft, iituated in the wideft part of the bay, and 
near a league in length. It affords a commodious 
harbour, where veflels are fecure from ftorms. 
The firft obje<9: that ftrikes the eye on ap- 
proaching the land, is a vaft amphitheatre 
built with beautiful ftones, and of a circular 
form. It is about feventyTeet high, and has 
eighty rows of feats, raifed one above the other. 
At the fifth row from the top, you remark at 
each of the extremities of the femi-circle, a 
part furrounded by a baluftrade, in which, 

doubtlefs, 
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doubtlefs, Were the places affigned for tlie 
principal perfonages of the country. This 
immenfe amphitheatre might contain the in- 
habitants of a large city, and lerve for public 
exhibitions given on land, or, poffibly, on the 
fea. It is built with fuch folidity as to be proof 
againft the ravages of time j at leaft it has 
hitherto fuffered but little from its injuries. 
The arena alone has been wafted by the fea, 
which feems to have gained upon the land* 
Beyond this amphitheatre are a great variety 
of ruins. The moft remarkable are difpofed 
around a vaft vacant fpace, and we efpecially 
diftinguifh the fuperb remains of a fpacious 
building. Huge columns overthrown, others 
ftill ered, thick walls half demolifhed, highly 
finiflied capitals,and broken comices,announce 
the ruins of a temple; for the ancients difplayed 
aU their magnificence in the edifices confed- 
erated to the gods. At the foot of the rocks 
which furround the town, our admiration is 
attracted by tombs in perfe6t prefervation, 
fome of which are furrounded with colpmns 
fupporting a dome of great folidity. Others 
are merely Sarcophagi hewn out of the ftone. 
Several of them confifting of a fepulchral 
chamber, cut in the rock, have fteps in front 

by 
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by which we afcend to a periftile fuppoxted by 
columns. Avarice, which tramples under 
foot the moft facred laws, has violated thefe 
refpeftabie manfions of the dead, by forcing 
away the ftones which defended the en- 
trance. 

Such, Madam, is the deplorable condition 
of this ancient and once flourifhing city# 
The harbour deftitute of fliips, that raagni-» 
ficent amphitheatre without fpedlators, thofe 
piles of ruins, thofe tombs, defpoiled even of 
the bodies they contained, infpire the tra-* 
vcUer with melancholy refle£tions. Has the 
fury of a conqueror deftroyed this city ? Has 
it funk under the ravages of time ? or have 
man and the elements bqth confpired its 
ruin? 

I am inclined to believe the dreadful earth- 
quakes, which happened under the monarchs 
of the lower empire, have fwallowed up the 
lower part of this town. The ruins we find 
on the edge of the ftipre, and even in the 
water, certainly favour this opinion. Another 
proof is, that, ip the maritime towns, as we 
may obferve at Telmiflus on the fame coaft ; 
the amphitheatres were at fome diftance from 
the fea, .an4 fituated ou fuch high ground as 

to 
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to fecure them from its waterd4 At pfrefent; 
when the fea is agitated, the wates e»ter that 
I have been defcribing, beat againft the walls, 
and ruin the arena^ The tradition of the 
country, too,' is, that half of this city was fwat* 
lowed up by an earthquake. I have not bee» 
able to learn the date of this paljiftrpphe^ but 
the fa£t appears indubitable. 

The fight of the ruins of a eity^ while it 
affli£ks us with melancholy fenfations^ only 
ftimulates our curiofity the more to difcover it^ 
ancient name, and \vhat it was in former: 
tiitiey. Let us endeavour to inveiligate thefe^ 
and take Strabo, one of the moft accurate 
pf ancient geographers, for our guide, After 
defcribing the wellsrn part of Lycia, he adds^ 

** Afcending the river Xanthus for the 
" fpace of ten furlongs, we arrive at the 
*' temple of Latona, and, fixty furlongs abovc^ 
^* the city of Xanthus, one of the largeft of 
**: all Lycia. Beyond this is Patara, a con- 
^* fiderable city, which has a harbour an4 
^* feveral temples. It was founded by Patarus, 
** and enlarged by Ptolemy Philadelphus, who 
f* called it Arfmoe of Lycia, in honour of hia 
*' 'queen. Farther on Hands the city of Myra, 
^* on a high hill> twenty furlongs from the 

^<fea; 
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** fea; and proceeding onward, we arrive 
** at the mouths of the river Limyrus, and 
^^ the city of Limyra, a league diftant from 
^^ the fea-fhore {a)!' 

Let us now examine the account of 4he 
ikme places in Pomponius Mela* This au- 
thor proce^ in his (lefcription from eaft to 

weft. 

^^ Beyond the promontory formed by Mount 
^* Taurus, we find the river Limyra, with 
*' a city of the famfc name. This diftridl con- 
** t2uns feveral towns, of which none are of 
^^ any importance except Patara. The hitter 
*? is famous for its temple of Apollo, which 
^^ formerly was as much celebrated for its 
^^ riches and the refpe A paid to its oracles, as 
^* that of Delphos. Beyond is the river 
♦^ Xanthus, with a city of the fanie name (3)/' 

Both thefe geographers, you perceive, 
Madam, place Patara between the mouths of 
the Xanthus and Limyra, and in all that 
fpace, mention no other city with a harbour ; 
it feems highly probable, therefore, that the 
ruins in queftion are thofe of Patara, fince they 
are fituated between thefe two rivers, and on 
a harbour. 

{a) Strabo, lib. xiv. 

(b) Pomponius Mela, lib. u 

3 This 
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This may be further corroborated fronj 
hiftorjr. Livy gives the following account of 
an expedition undertaken by the Romans 
againft Patara : " Caius Livius, arriving at 
*^ Rhodes, delared^ to the citizens the fubjeft 
*' of his miffion. Having obtained their 
^ unanimous fufirages in his favour^ he added 
** three gallies with four benches of rowers to 
" his fleet, and made fail for Patara. At 
** firft a favourable wind bore thepi thither 
with rapidity, and the Romans hoped the 
terror infpired by their fudden appear- 
ance would favour their defign. The 
wind, however, fdon changed, and the fea 
^* became tempeftuous, yet, by dint of rowing, 
^^ they at length gained the land ; but as they 
*' could find no Ihelter near the city, and the 
** violence of the ftorm hindered them from 
" keeping their ftation before an enemy's port, 
•^ efpecially as night approach? d, they pafTed 
^ it and took refuge in the harbour of Phoe- 
nicus, not quite two thoufand paces (r) difi 
^* tant from Patara (i)." 

(f) Two thoufand Roman paces make about thre^. 
quarters of a league, 
(rf) Livt lib, KMKviu cap. 16% * 
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The harbour of Phocnicus can be no other 
than Caftel RofTo. The diftance from that 
ifland, ro the ruins I have been defcribing, cor« 
Itefponds exa<aiy with the two thoiifand paces 
afligned by the Roman hiftorian as the dif-* 
tance from Patara to Phocnicus. Befides, 
there are pofitively no other harbours but thefe 
fwo in this whole bay. To which we may 
add, Ch^t Stephen of Byzantium places, on 
the coaft of Lycia, ati ifland called Phoenice^ 
which is, no doubt, Che fame with the Phoc- 
nicus of Livy (tf). 

Thefe authorities united, I imagine, are fufi* 
ficient to remove all doubt. D'Anville, in 
his map of ancient Afia, does not feem to have 
been perfedly acquainted with the fituation of 
Patara, which he places a little too far to the 
weft. He has alfo omitted entirely the ifland 
of Caftel RofTo, but this was, probably, becaufe 
it is fo little, as he has laid down this whole 
coaft on a very fmall fcale. 

This city was founded by Patarus, fon ot 

(^) Phcenice is a town of Crete; we find alfo an ifland 
of that name on the coaft of Lycia. Stcphanus Byzan« 
tinos de Urbibus. 

1> Apollo J 
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, Apollo (/) ; it IB not extraordinary, therefdre^ 
that the inhabitants fhould have eredted to that' 
god the famous temple, mentioned by Pom- 
ponius Mela, of which we ftill difcover the 
ruins. Apollo there delivered oracles for fix 
months in the year, and the other fix at 
Delos {g). 

Permit me. Madam, before I conclude this 
letter, to lay before you a flight fketch of an- 
cient Lycia and its inhabitants, copied from 
Strabo (A) . Lycia was formerly a flourifhing 
republic, confiding of thirty-three cities, that 
had all a right to vote in the national aflem- 
blies. The largeft, among which was Patara, 
had three fuffrages ; thofe of the fecond order 
two, and the fmalleft one. In thefe aflfem- 
blies, the people elected their magiftrates, and 
the Lyciarchy or chief of Lycia. Taxes were 
here equitably impofed, and the public em- 
ployments conferred on thefe who would 
difcharge them honourably. 

(/) Patara is a city of Lycia. It received its name from 
Patarus, fon of Apollo ; Lycia was the name of the 
daughter of Xantbus. Stephan. Byzant. Hence the 
epithet Patareus is given to Apollo by Horace, lib» iu. 
Od. 4. 

(^) ServiuSj in ^neid, Iib| iv. 

(A) Strabo, lib. xiv. 

The 
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*rhfe wife government of the Lycians thainj^ 
tained a rigid mbrality ; and^ notwithftandmg 
the. bad example of their neighbotits^ they 
never abandoned theinfelves to pifady, not 
permitted any difhonotirable traffic. Vidory 
could not corrupt them* After repeated fuc* 
cefles, which tendered them mafters of the fea^ 
from Afia Minor to Italy, they ftill retained 
their moderation^ and the fimplicity of theif 
ancient manners. When the Romans^ whofe 
arms nothing could refift, conquered thefe 
countries^ they wefe fo (truck with the wif-^ 
dom of this republic, that they left them in the 
enjoyment of their liberty 'and laws. The 
only privilege of which they deprived them 
was, the right of determining on peac6 ot 
war, in their national afTemblies, without the 
confent of Rome* 

What cannot liberty, morale^ and a wife 
government effeA for the happiiiefs of man- 
kind ! Lycia, which formerly pofleffed thefe 
invaluable advantages, became happy and 
powerful. Her navy gave laws to the greater 
part of the Mediterranean. The ruins df P»- 
tara are a proof of the flourifhing ftate of the 
artajn that city* Three and thirty cities in a 
fmall province fufficiently demonilrate itd 
great population* What a difference do we 

D a find 
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find at prefent ! Defpotifm^ lik« tf dQ\K>tirlng 
fire, has pafTed over this rich country^ and it$ 
cities are changed into wretched villageb ; its 
inhabitants have difappeared, atid dicf earth 
denies her fiiiits. The Greisksj who might 
increafe and multiply, and infiire plenty-, by 
applying themfelves to agriculture, prefer thefc 
fcarcely habitable rocks to fubjedtion under the 
rapacious tyrants delegated by the Pwte to be 
their governors. Were the rulers of nations 
but to attend to thcfe great examples which 
hiftory prefents ; would they but deign to re* 
flea on the efFeds of a juft and wife govern- 
ment, and labour to eftablifli it in their 
ftates, how powerfully, how glorioufly mighty 
they reign, and how might they bkfe their 
fubjefts with fecurity and felicity ! 

I have the honour to be, &c» 
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L E T T E R X. 

To M, L. M. 

From on board. 

v-/ UR anchor has been weighed, Madam, 
lince day-break. The wind fettled in the 
north promifes us a good pafTage, at leaft a$ 
far as Rhodes. I mufl own I quit Caflel 
Roflb without regret. The ftate of humiliation 
in which the Greeks live in the Ottoman em- 
pire, and the oppreffions they fufFer, can alone 
reconcile them to inhabit luch a barren rock, 
where not one of the neceflaries of life is 
to he found; where the horizon is bounded on 
^very fide by tremendous cliffs, and where 
they can only view that part of the glorious 
face of heaven which is diredly over theii: 
heads. Yet do thefe unfortunate beings, at- 
tached to their prifon, drag on a miferable 
life, without ever thinking to fearch elfewhere 
for a more agreeable habitation ; fo deeply is 
the love of his country engravcfi on the heart 
of man J 

D 3 We 
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We have opened out the narrow ftraight 
that feparates the ifland from the continent, 
and are coafting along thtf fhore at the dif- 
tance of two leagues. Our captain is de- 
termined not to riik himfelf afecond time in 
the opeii fea : he likes to fee the land« This 
voyage would be more.amuling, did the coaft 
prefent us with habitations, forefts, and plea^ 
ling iandfcapes. But it is entirely defert j no't 
a lingle village is to be difcovered ; . the fun 
has burnt up the little verdure to be feen m 
the fpring, and the ^ye can difcera nothing 
but piles of rocks, againft which th? wavesi 
perpetually dalh with a horrid npife. The 
diftant horizon is terminated by the fummits 
of lofty mountains, which, ftripped of their 
antient pines, appear wholly without orna- 
ment. The fhades, the Lycian groves, for- 
merly the delight of the Patarean Apollo (/), 
have vanifhed. Be not furprifed at this. Ma- 
dam ; the Turks are continually felling the 
woods of thef? countries, either for their ovn\ 

(>) I \. , Qui Lyciac tenel 
P^meta, natalemqi^e fylYam 
Pelius^ ^ l^atarseus AppUo. 

{io». lib. iii. Od, 4, 

wfe, 
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life, or the profit they can make of them, and 
«ever plant a fingle tree. 

All our canvas is fpread, and the veflel 
rapidly cleaves the bofom of the waves, which 
whiton under its prow. We ardently wifli to 
reach Rhodes to procure fome refirefhments, 
for our captain, accuftomed to live, like his 
crew, on cheefe, fait fifh, dried £g99 and a fort 
of bifcuit made in Egypt, which is extremely 
hard, had only laid in frefh provifions for 
ten or twelve days, and we have now been 
feventeen at fea. The ancient Phoenice could 
furnifh us with nothing, and we begin to 
fufFer from famine, as if we were returning 
from a voyage round the world. We have 
nothing left but a little water, and black bread 
as hard as i^one ; but the iight of Rhodes, the 
mountains of which we difcover, confoles us. 
If the wind holds, we fhall anchor there to- 
morrow morning, and find relief from all our 
preffing neceffities. 

A hew fcene now prefents itfelf to view ! an 
innumerable multitude of fwans and cranes are 
failing on the waters, ranged in files, like fol- 
diers in order of battle. Each of thefe files 
is upwards of a quarter of a league in length, 
and we have counted thirty of them, all fwim- 

D 4 ' ming 
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ming in a fimilar diredion. The head ojT 
this army terminates in a point, s^ndrefemblea 
the prow of a fhip. They all keep their pofts, 
notwithjftanding the motion of the waves, 
with which they alternately rife and fall} 
their plumage, which is of a dazzling white,, 
forms an admirable coatraft with the tranf- 
parent greennefs of the waters. Farther on, 
we difcern another troop, difpofed in the 
fame manner : and all have their heads turned 
towards Africa, tp which they fteer in con* 
cert. 

Thefe birds, at the apfwroach of winter, §jr 
the fnows and ice of the north, to feek; 
^ milder climate. They firft arrive at th^ 
Black Sea, where they remain for a time, and 
when the cold begins to increafe too much, 
the^, again take their departure with a 
northerly wind, travcrfe Afia Minor, and reft 
a while on the fhores of the Mediterranean. 
They afterward pafs this fea, partly by fwim-^ 
ming, and partly by flying, In this manner 
they reach the coafls of Africa, and efpecially 
Egypt, where the great lakes of Menzala 
jind Burlos furnifh them abundant food. Ther§ 
they remain all the winter j but the ftorks, 
Yf Jxjf h appei^: to b^ fond of » ftill warmer cli« 
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Iftate^ quit thefe lakes in November, proceed 
towarcU the Said, and «nd their journey at the 
lake Moeris, and the canal of Jofeph. Thej 
free the country from innumerable frog^ 
inf<^s, and reptiles, which abound in the 
marfties. Such is the regular progrefs of thefc 
birds. But hark ! they are in full cry, their 
leaders have given the fignal, and the winged 
navigators, rife in the air, and fly altogether, 
direding their courfe toward the fouth. To 
cleave this clement alfo, with more facility, 
they range themfelves in the form of a triangle, 
the vertex of which is a very acute angle. 
What wifdom is difplayed in the a£tions of 
creatures which to us feem deftitute of reafon! 
Fortunate, perhaps, in not pofleffing that li- 
berty fo frequently abufed by mah ; they do 
not countera£t the views of nature, and en- 
joy, without alloy, that portion of happinefs 
affigned them by the Creator. 

The ifle of Rhodes is now in full view, and 
prefents a range of hills refembling an amphi- 
theatre, and terminated by a lofty mountain. 
We are going as near the wind as poflible, and 
with a crowd of fail, to gain the harbour, 
put we fliall not reach it before night. Al- 
ready the fun is fitting behind the mountains, 

^ which 
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the coaft of Afia, and taken refuge in the 
gulph of Macri, in which we have this morn- 
ing caft anchor. 

The gulph of Macri, or, as it was formerly 
called, Glaucus, runs about fix miles into the 
land, between two very high fhores, which 
bound it to the eaft and weft. It gradually be- 
comes narrower, and terminates in a beautiful 
valley, at the entrance of which ftands a fmall 
village inhabited by Greeks. We loft no time 
in getting afhore, in order to procure refrefh- 
ments; but, unfortunately, a Turkiifti cara- 
velle, which lay there at anchor, had car^ 
ried off every thing. We have not found 
fo much, as a fmgle morfel of breacj. The^y 
have promifed to bake us fome ; and We hope 
to breakfajl this evening with a very hearty 
appetite. 

In the mean time, I have been to examine 
the valley, and the remains of antiquity it 
contains. Whilft I was purfuing the winding 
of a rivulet that waters it, known formerly 
by the name of the river Glaucus, I dis- 
covered, on its banks, a very large fig-tree, 
loaded with fruit. Several wine fhoots, which 
grew at its root, held it in clofe embrace, and 
mingled their green branches with its foliage, 
^ - through 
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Arough which might be feen clufters of purple 
grapes^ and figs beginning to turn yellow^ 
With what delight my eye dwelt upon this 
beautiful tree ! and how. did I blefs my good 
fortune, which had conduced me to this 
ipot ! I inftantly flew to feize the prize. How 
excellent a regale are figs and grapeSg, when 
for four-and-twenty hours you have had no 
other fiiftenance than a morfel of black bread 
as hard as ftone, and only brandy to 
quench your thirft ! Never did I make fp de** 
licious a repafl. The fruits were of an ex- 
quifite flavour ; I thought I never could be 
iktisfied. As foon as my hunger was appeafed, 
I recolle£ted the rill which bathed the foot of 
my benefadlor, and took a mod reviving 
draught. The pure and limpid water ap* 
peared far preferable to the fined flavoured 
wines. This adventure naturally led me to 
reflet on the many wretched beings who are 
perifhing with want, whilft others are revelling 
in abundance. Ah ! let thofe who read this 
feel compafl[ion when poyerty, with down- 
cafl: eyes, and pallid countenance, (hall fay 
to them ift a faltering voice,. / am hungry : — 
for hunger is indeed a moft cruel torture. 
. Tdxniflfus was built at the foot of a hill, 

which 
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which bounds the valley to the eaft {k). The 
ancients J who agree in the fituation of this 
town, make it a dependency, according to 
fome of Caria, and to others of Lycia; doubt- 
lefs, from Its being on the boundaries of both 
thefe proTinces. But this queftion may, per- 
haps, be beft determined by referring to the 
accurate Strabo (/). 

'* Beyond mount Daedalus, which is in 
" Lycia, we find in the fame province the 
*^ fmall town of Telmiffus, with a pro- 
" montory of the fame name, near which is • 
** a harbour. We next arrive at mount Cra- 
" gus, remarkable for its eight fummits, and 
•* which has given birth to the fable of the 
** Chimera. At the foot of this mountaia 
** we perceive a fteep hill rifing from the fea, 
" ftiU known by the name of Chimera*" This 
hill, according to Phny (^a), cafts forth flames 

during 

(i) Thelmeflus is a town of Caria^ Cicero de Dirina- 
tione, lib. i. Stephen of Byzantium, de Urbibus, fays,Tcl- 
miflus is a town of Caria ; but Philo and Strabo place it 
in Lycia. In faf^, it is near Mount Dedal us, and is on the 
boundaries of each of thofe provinces. TetmiflUs termi- 
nates Lycia on tlie weft. Pomponius Mela, 

(/) StrabOj lib* xW. 

{m) Mom Chimxra fio^bus flagrans. Hin. lib. v^ 
Cap. 27. Mouitt 

7 



ON GREECE, 47 

during the night ; and hence the origin of the 
fable. 

Telmiflus was not a very confiderable town. 
Strabo does not reckon tt among thofe which 
had the right of giving three fufirages in the 
ns^tional aflemblies. But it was renowned for 
its foothfayers. Here, fays Cicero, the fcience 
of augury efpecially flourifhed {n). Its port is 
iheltered from every wind, being defended 
to the weft by mount Daedalus, to the eaft 
by the promontory of Telmiffus, to the north 
by high hills, which form the bafis of mount 
Cragus, and to the fouth by fmall iilands, 
which, lying acrofs the gulph, break the vio- 
lence of the waves. Even at prefent, vcffcls 
which meet with ftorms may anchor there 
with fafety. This advantage, the moft im- 
portant of any for maritime towns, rendered 
commerce and the arts flourifhing at Telmiflus, 
as is fufEciently proved by the beautiful theatre 
we ftill admire. It is built fronting the har- 
bour, within the hill, which overtops it on 
the eaft ; it is of a femi-<ircular form, and has 

Mount Chimera, fituated in Lycta, throws out flames 
during the night. 

(n) Cicero de Divinatione, lib* i. 

twenty- 
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twenty-four rows of feats. You enter tti^ 
arena by three gates, of very fimple archU 
tc£ture. The right fide of it, which is built 
againft the hill, is thrown down, and the feats, 
difplaced, are piled up without order 5 but thef 
reft is in tolerable prefervationT This theatre 
is much lefs than that of Patara, is neither fo 
large nor fo magnificent^ nor has it been fo 
well able to refifl: the ravages of tinje- Wd 
cannot doubt but thefe edifices were pro*^ 
portioned to the extent and power of the 
cities by Which they were built. I faw the 
naitie of Monfieur de Ghoifeul Gouffier in- 
fcribed on the ftones of the theatre of TeU 
miffus, which he had caufed to be engraved 
with care. 

At a little diftance, proceeding found the 
fame hill toward the north, we meet with a 
great number of tombs hewn out of the 
rock. They are in the fame ftyle with thoie 
of Patara, but not fo magnificent. The moft 
remarkable have a periftile, fuppotted by 
columns in front. But the riiirft of gold has 
not fpared thefe any more than the others j 
they have almcft all been violated. The 
ftones which clofed them, and the bodies they 
contained, have been carried away, a great 

number 
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nUmbet of them are only fimple Sarcophagi 
cut in the ftone. Beyond, we find the ruins 
of a caftle, which ferved perhaps as a citadel 
tp Telmiflbs (o) ; nothing more is left of this 
ancient town. Mofs and briars almoft en- 
tirely cover its maufolea. I remarked in the 
environs young plane trees, and tufts of 
myrtle, which fomewhat confoled me for the 
fad fcene I had before my eyes. 

Fatigued by climbing up rocks during a 
great part of the day, and fcorthed by the 
heat of the fun, I returned to the banks of the 
charming rivulet, and the foot of my be- 
loved fig-tree. I there found a refrefliing 
fkade, delicious fruits, and the comforts of 
repofe. Nothing difturbs the tranquillity of 
this delightful fpot. No noife of carriages, 
no tumult, not even the found of a human 
voice. Every thing here is peaceful and 
{ilent. Scarcely does the zephyr agitate the 
foliage, or bend the fragile reed. High moun* 
tains feem to fcparate this afylum of peace 
and filence from the reft o£ the world. 

{0) The reader may fee thefe ancient monuments deli- 
neated, with great minutenefs and accuracy, in the Voy/jge 
Pittorefqui de la Grece of Monfieur dc Choifeul Gouffier. 

E Thc^ 
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The fun continues to enlighten this beauti- 
iful valley as in the ages of. antiquity. Still 
is it warmed with the creative beams of that 
glorious luminary, and the prolific earth ftill 
produces in abundance vigorous plants, tufte<J 
thickets, and herbage maintained ip conftant 
verdure by refrelhing ftreams. But the han4 
of man is wanting to aid the 'wild efforts of 
nature. Thorns fpring 4ip inftea4 of ufeful 
trees, and rufhes now cover Urge tra6t§ of 
land, which formerly were produdive of 
, golden harvefts. Were art to b^ftow eyer fo 
little cultivation on thefe fields, they would 
ibon be adorned with grove>s of myrtle, 
oranges and pomegranates, and all the trea- 
sures of Ceres and Pomona. 

The Greeks, who inhabit this valley, leave 
it entirely wafte ; not a cultivated acre is to 
be found. Difpirited and dejeded as they are, 
what could they undertake ? Should they fow, 
or plant, they would be deemed rich, and the 
Aga would come to feize on their property. 
The cultivator bedews the earth with bi» 
fweat only to reap the fruits of his labour. 
Deprive him of that hope, he .labours na 
tpore 1 and this is the ftate of the Greeks 
tinder the Ottoman empire. 

' , Such 
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Such were my reflexions while feated near 
^he ruins of Telmiflus, as my eye wandered 
ov^ the various objeds which presented them- 
felves to my view, when the cooipefs of the 
evening, and the approaching darknefs, ap- 
pfifed me that it was time to quit this agree- 
able retreat. I bade adieu to the ftreara 
which had quenched my thirft, to the fig-tree 
which had refrefhed me, and haftened, once 
moie, on board, to join my companions, who 
feared me loft. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 
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LETTER XII. 

To M. L. M. 

Rhodes. 

l^ ORTUNE, Madam, has perfecuted us 
to the laft. We were on the point of en- 
tering the harbour jof Rhodes, when a violent 
gale of wind drove the veffel out to fea, and 
it "^was with the utmofl: difficulty we regained 
the land. At length we have caft anchor in 
a fmall bay, a league to the fouthward of the 
town (j&). Immediately after my landing I 
went to vifit M. Potonier, the French con- 
ful, who received me very politely, and ac- 
commodated me with apartments in his houfe. 
From thence, that is, from Neocorio (q) I 

^p) This bay, which feems to have been taken from 
the coaft, is probably the harbour which Demetrius 
dug during the fiege of Rhodes, to fhelter his fhips 
from ftorms, and the attacks of the enemy. It lies to 
the fouthward of the town, precifely at the diftance af- 
figned by Diodorus Siculus. 

(q) A vHIa^e near Rhodes, where tW French conM 
refides. _ . * 

fliall 
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fliall write to you, and give a defcription of an- 
cient Rhodes, the moft eaftern and moft beau-^ 
tiful of the Cyclades. I fliall afterward lay be- 
fore you a view of its prefent ftate, that you 
may be able to compare what it is with what 
it was, and form a juft idea of the ifland. 
Permit me then. Madam, to go back into 
antiquity, arid briefly prefent to you the 
principal outline of its hiftory. Thofe re- 
mote periods, in which imitative man en- 
graved images and fymbols, to prefcrve the 
memory of events, are the reign of fable ; 
but remember that truth is almoft always con- 
cealed under the veil of allegory. 

Several ancient authors aflert that Rhodes 
was formerly covered by the fea, and that it 
raifed its humid head above the waters, and be- 
came an ifland; but they do not fix the time of 
thi3 event, which is lofl; in the obfcurity of 
ages ; tradition, however, has preferved the 
memory of thefaft, and the graveft writers of 
antiquity have admitted it as certain. Delos 
^nd Rhodes, fays Pliny (r), thofe celebrated 
, iflands, 

(r) Pliny, lib, ii. c. 87, This author mentions fcvcral 
other ifland$ \n the Mediterranean as ]:^?iving had the 
fame origin. Siich as Anaphe and Nea, between Lemnos 

E 3 and^ 
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iflarids, arofe out of the fea. So many otliey. 
authorities, atteft the feme fadt, that it cannot 
reafonably be doubted. Philo (j) attributes thia 
event to the dimimution of the waters of the 
fea ; and were this opinion well founded, moft 
of the iflands of the Archipelago, being 
lower than Rhodes, muft have had the fame 
origin. But we find nothing like this inhif- 
tory. It is much more natural to imagine 
that volcanic fires, fuch as, in the fourth year 
of the hundred and thirty-fifth olympiadj^ 
threw up from the abyff^s of the ocean 
Therafia and Thera, the modern Santorin, 
and which, even in our time, have raifed 

and the. Hellefpont, and' in the 4th year of the i3Sth 
olympiad, Therafia, and Thera, now called Santorin. 

Pindar, Qly? Ode vii. Ancient Annals atteft, that at the 
time when Jupiter and the immortals divided the earthy 
Rhodes had not yet appeared in the midft of tiie fea, but 
was ft ill concealed in the profound abyfles of the ocean* 
Ariftides in Rh^iacoy Ammianu^, lib. ^vii. fay likewife, 
that Rhodes was formerly covered by the waters of the 
fea« 

(s) Pbijo, de Mundo. The fea, fays this writer, has cer- 
tainly diminifhed, as is proved by Rhodes and Delos, for 
they were formerly covered with the waters of the fea. 
After many ages, the waters having gradually funk, thefe 
two celebrated iflands arofe above their furface. 

above 
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above the waters feveral little iflands near 
theniy gave birth, in the remote ages of an- 
tiquity, to Rhodes and Delos (/). 

The firft inhabitants of the ifland were the 
Telchines, called in fable Children of the 
Sea («). Strabo (^) fays they came from Crete, 
and that they were believed to be magicians, 
on account of their extenfive knowledge. 
They were the firft who taught the ufe of 
iron and brafs, and made a fcythe for Sa- 
turn. 

Helius, or the fun, enamoured with a nymph 

called Rhodes, gave the name of his miftrefs 

to this ifland (jy). His children, named Heliades, 

£ 4 fucceeded 

(t) Strabo, lib. i. An ifland having fuddcnly arifcn be- 
tween Thera and Therafia, the Rhodians, who then pof- 
fefled the empire of the fea, had the courage to approad^ 
it with their fhips, and erefted oij it a temple to Jupiter 
Afphalius. 
. (u) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. 

(x) Strabo, lib. xiv. 

(y) This allegory, fays Diodorus, iignifies, that the 
ifland being wet and marfhy, the heat of* the fun 
fivaporated the waters, and rendered the foil extremely 
fertile. This feems to corroborate alfo the opinion 
of the ancients on the origin of this . ifland. For, fincc 
Rhodes arofe out of the water, the earth muft for a 

£ 4 long 
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fuccceded to the Telchines. Verfed in aftro- 
jiomy, they divided the year into feafons, 
and invented the fcience of navigation. One 
of therh, named Cercaphus, having married 
Cydippe, had by her three fons, Lindus, Ja-^ 
lifus, and Camirus. At the death of thieir fa^ 
ther, they divided the empire, and each of 
them built a city bearing his own name {%). 

(a) About this time, Danaus flying from 
Egypt with his daughters, arrived at Lindus. 
Being favourably received by the inhabitants, 
he there built a temple to Minerva, in which 
he confecrated the ftatue of that goddefs. 
Three of his daughters died in the ifland, and * 
the reft followed him to Argos. 

[b] After the departure of Danaus, Cadmus, 
the-fon of Agenor, feeking Europa, by order 

l(?ng time have been wet and marfliy. The beneficent 
luminary, which dried- and rendered it fertile, received 
the adoration of the inhabitants. 

(z) Strabo, lib. xiv. Oiodonis Siculus, lib. v. Others 
fay thefe cities were built by Tlepolemus, fon of Her- 
cules, who gave them the names of the three daughters 
of Danaus, who died in the ifland. Others again, that 
they were founded by Althemenus, the grand fon of Her- 
cules. 

(/?) Diodorus Siculus, lib. r^ ^ 

(b) Ibid. 

of 
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of his father, met with^ a violent tempeft, dur-^ 
ing which he vowed, if he efcaped death, to 
build a temple to Neptune. Having landed 
it Lindus, he performed Jiis vow, and left 
priefts to oflSciate in the temple. He made an 
offering to the Lindian Minerva of a golden 
bafon with an infcription in Phoenician cha- 
ra£l:ers. Athenaeus reprefents his landing here 
as a military expedition ; he fays, that Cad- ' 
mus took pofleilion of a part of the ifland, 
expelled the Heliades, and fettled the Phoe- 
nicians there in their ftead. 

(c) At length the ifland was over-rrun with 
ferpents, and thence received the name of 
Ophiufa. Some of thefe were of a monftrous 
fize,^ and devoured many of the inhabitants* 
The oracle of Delos being confulted, declared 
they muftfend for Phorbas, then in Theflaly 
at the head of a body of troops. He accepted 
the invitation of the Rhodians, deftroyed the 
raonfters that ravaged the ifland, and fettled 
there. After his death, heroic honours 
were decreed him for his important fervices. 
Conon aflerts that he drove the Phoenicians 
from Rhodes. 

[c) Diodorus Siculus, lib;, v. 

A fhort 
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{a) A fliort time before the Trojan war, 
TIepolemus, fon of Hercules, landed with- 
his companions in the ifle of Rhodes. Meet- 
ing with a favourable receptioh, he fettled^ 
there, and, becoming king of the ifland,- di- 
vided the lands among the inhabitahts, and- 
inftituted equitable laws. On his departure 
for the Trojan war, he left the governtaent- 
to Butes, one of his companions ; hegfe^ly 
diftinguifhed himfelf at that memorable fiege^^ 
?md died in Troas, 

The Rhodians, even in thofc early ageSj* 
had a confiderable navy» Thfe ifland furnifhed 
therrtwith timber for fhip building, and their 
Situation invited them to partake of the ad« 
vantages of commerce (e). They made 
voyage§ into Spain, founded Parthenope^j 
now called Naples, in Campania^ .and after 
the fiege of Troy built Majorca and Mi- 
norca. The ifland was divided between the 
inhabitants of Lindus, Jalyfus, andCamirus(/)* 

(d) Diodorus Siculus, lib, v, 
. (e) Strabo, lib. xiv. 
{/) Homer names thefe towns in one line, 

« Lindus, Jalyfus, and Camirus, whitc."*-Pop?. 

3 This 
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^is is what Homer giyea us to uud'erftand, 
when he fays, fpeaking of the Rhodiaii8| 
^^ They have three citiies, three tribes j Ju- 
*^ piter, who goverj» the immortals, and 
^^ loves mankind, has heaped on them abun* 
*^ dant wedth.*^ 

I have paffed rapidl);^ pyer feveral ages, 
and' omitting a nimxber of mythological ftories, 
haften to the period wHen^the Rhodians, united 
by a common intereft; formed only one na- 
tional body, and founded! the city of Rhodes, 
fo called from, the name of* the ifland, TMs 
important event took place during thePelo- 
ponnefian war {g),. " It is known to almoft 
f' all of you,*' fay^ Ariftides, " that before 
?' the naval expedition of Lyfander, the La- 
f* cedemonian, the city you now inhabit was 
^' not built. The ifland was called Rhodes, 
*^ but the city of that name did not exift. 
?* The Rhodians dwelt in the three town* 
V mentioned by Homer." 

(/&) Rhodes had for its archited. Hippo- 
damns, of Miletus, v^o built the fuperb walls 

(g) Ariftides, in Rhodiaca. 

{h) The prefent city of Rhodes was buik during the 
jPeloponnefian war, by the.archite<!2 wha built the walls of 
ti>e> Pilous. Strabo, lib. xiv. 

' of 
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of the Piraeus, deftroyed foon after by the 
Lacedemonians (/). 

The people of Lindus, Jalyfus, and Cami- 
rus, united in one republic, were now all 
coUeSed within tWs city, wh^h was about 
three leagues in -circumfereiyfe (;&), and ca- 
pable of containing a prodigious number of 
inhabitants. It was lituated at the point of a 
promontory, that ftretches toward the eaft, 
on the fame fpot where the modern town 
ftands. The ground having a declivity, the 
archited adapted his plan to the (ituation, and 
laid out the ftreets fo artificially, as to con^ 
vertthisdefed into a beauty. (/) ^'Rhodes,'* 
fays piodorus, ^^ refembled an amphitheatre ;-. 
^^ its numerous vefTels, its towers, and fol- 
^^ diers, gave a high idea of its wealth and 
** power." Strabo, who had travelled through 
feveral countries, and had feen Rome, Alex- 
andria, Memphis, and the moft celebrated 

(i) LinduSj Jalyfus, 'and Camirus,-wcre at firft fepa- 
rate republics, but the inhabitants afterwards united under 
one government in Rhodes. Ibid. 

, (k) According to Strabo, it was eighty fiadia, or 
about three leagues in circumference. 

(Ij Dioddrus Siculus, lib. xx. 

cities 
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cities of Afia, prefers Rhodes to any of them. 
{m) " The beauty," fays he, ^^ of its harbours, 
" ftreets, and walls, and the magnificence of 
" its monuments, render it fo much fuperior 
^^ to all .other cities, as to admit of no com- 
^^ parifon." 

Ariftides («) has defcribed it more circum- 
ftantially, and the . account he has left us of 
it is calculated to excite our aftonifhment and 
admiration. " Within the walls of Rhodes, 
>^ we never faw a fmall houfe by the fide of a 
^^ large one. All were of the fame height, and 
. ^* the fame order of architecture, fo that the 
*< whole city feemed but one fmgle edifice* 
*^ Wide flreets croffed it from fide to fide, and 
*^ thefe were fo well difpofed, that from what- 
^^ ever part it was viewed the profpedt was 
>^ truly magnificent. The walls and towers, of 
^^ a wonderful extent, height, and beauty, 
•' above all excited our wonder The lofty 
^^ fummits of the latter ferved as a Pharos to 
** mariners. Such, indeed, was the mag- 
*^ nificence of Rhodes, that, without having 
*^ feen it, the imaginatibn cannot poffibly 

^m) Strabo, lib. xiv. 

(n) Ariftides^ in Rhodiac^* 

* form 
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*^ form any conception of its grahtJcw. All 
*^ the parts of this immenfe town, mutually 
*^ coimeO:ed with evtxix other, and moft beau- 
« tif ally proportioned^fonned a petfeift whole, 
<^ of which the walls were the defence and 
" prnameat. Rhodes was the oi^Iy city of 
^^ whkh it might be faidj it tvife fortified like 
** a plaice ipf war, .and deeomted like a 
« palkce/' 

To this ffefcription we muft^ydd, fuperb 
temples, wiiofe porficbs were enriched with 
' paintings of the firft mafters, a multitude of 
Coloffufes^ and ftatues of aftoniftiing wOik- 
manihip, a magnificent theatre, extenfive arfe- 
nals, and fleets arriving from every part of 
the world to pay the" tribute due to the arts 
.from wealth :• We muft likewife recoiled:, it 
W48 inhabited by a free, brave, learned^ and for- 
tunate people, and we ihall be enabled to form 
fome idea of this moft beautiful city of the world. 
I cannot deny myfelf tiie pleafure, Madam, of 
defcribingto you one or two of thofe wonders 
of art wliich rendered it fo celebrated* Pliny, 
after enumerating the moft famous Coloflal 
ftatues/ adds : {0) " But none of thefe are to 

(5^ Pliny, lib, xxxitr« c, 7* 

. - "be 
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^^ he compared <to tfajit ^hich the Rhodians 
?* dedicated to the Han. This Coloffus was 
^^ the work of Ghare&» of JLindus ^), a pupil 
*^ of Lyfippus (y). It was feventy cubits high 
*^ (about one huodred and five feet), (r) and 
f ^ was thrown dowQ by an earthquake fifty-fix 
" years ^afi«r it was firft erefted (s.). In this 
^^ Hate, its appearance is ilill aftoni&ing* 
^^ Few men are able to embrace ite thumb ; 
^> and its fingers are larger than entire ftatucs 
" ufually are; where it has been broken, 
^ we may difcover, withinfide$ deep cavities 
^^ filled with enormous ftones, which the 
♦* artift bad introduced to render it firm on 
^ its bafe« It b iaid to have been the labour 
^ of twelve years, and that it coft three 

(p) One of the towns of the ifle of Rhodes. 

(;} This Lyfippvis, a celebrated ftatuary, had caft a 
poloffus, fortjr cubks high, atTarentum.' 

(r) Simpnide?, in the Anthologia, makes it eighty 
cubits; but Strabo, Kb, xiv. Ifidore Orig. Ub. xiv, 
i^ap. 6. and Feftus, all agree with Pliny, and fay its height 
^iras oiJy feventy ^aWts. 

(x) Polybiup, lib. v. Orofms, lih. iv. Paulus Dia- 
conus-Hift. Mifc, all agree in faying^ that at this time 
the ifland of Rhodes^and the country of Caria, were agi- 
tated by a violent earthquake, th^jt C4uftd great dpva^a- 
^op, and threw dpwn th^ faiooiis Cploi)i^.s. 

*^ hundred 
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*^ hundred talents, a fum which the Rhd-^ 
^ dians had gainied by the fale of thfe Virarlik6 
'^^ machines left by Demetrius before theif 
*' walls, when he raifed thd fiege* This city 
*^ contains a hundred other Coloffal ftltues, 
^^ lefs, indeed, than this, but each of them 
" fuperb enough to render illuftrious any 
^^ place where they might be ereded. To 
^^ thefe are to be added, five gigantic ftatues 
*^ of the gods, the invaluable works of Bry- 



« axis.'* 



(/) Some modern hiftorians, wifhing to 
add fomething of the marvellous to the ac- 
count of the Coloffus, have pretended the 
feet refted on two rocks, at the entrance of the 
harbour, and that veffels paffed, with all their 
fails fet, between its legs. This fable deferves 
no regard, fince it is contradicted by the 
filence of antiquity, which certainly would 
not have neglected to record fo remarkable 
a fa£t. On the contrary, the hiftorians who 
mention the fall of the Coloffus, as well as 
thofe who faw it, teftify, that it was lying on 
the " ground («) ; but had it been placed at 

the 

• (t) Rollin. Hiftoirc Ancienne. 
,(«) Strabo, lib. xiv. The ColoffuS of Rhodes, over- 

throwa 
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the entrance of 'the harbour, it muft have 
fallen into the fea, which circumftance they 
certainly would not have omitted. It was 
ftill in its fallen ftate in the days of Pliny ; as 
it likewife was as late as the twelfth year of 
the emperor Conftans, when Moawiah, gene- 
ral of the Caliph Othman, taking Rhodes, 
deftroyed this ftatue, which had well de- 
ferved to be enumerated among the feven 
wonders of the world (jv). He fold it to a 
Jew, who conveyed its fragments to Emefa, 
on nine hundred camels (z), nine hundred 
and thirty-two years after it was firft ereded. 

The arts feemed to vie with eiach other, 
to contribute to the embellifhment of Rhodes. 
Painting there difputed the palm with fculp- 

thrown by a violent earthquake, and at ptefent lying on 
the ground, has its knees broken. The Rhodians are 
forbidden, by an oracle, from raifing it up. This Co- 
loffal ftatue, the moft beautiful ever confecrated to the 
Gods by man, is placed among the feven wonders of the 
world. 

(x) Paulus Diaconus, Hift. Mifc. 

(y) Conftantine Porphyrogenetus fays, it was fold to 
a Jew of Edeflk, and increafes prodigioufly the num- 
ber of camels, which carried off its fragments, making 
them amount to thirty thoufand. 

(z) Murtius, Diilertation on the Ifle of Rhodes. 

F ture. 
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ture. The temples contained a multitude of ad- 
mirable works, among which, fays Strabo (^j), 
" two pidures of Protogenes were par- 
*^ ticularly admired, the one reprefenting 
" lalyfus, and the other a Satyr, (landing 
•* upon a column, with a partridge at his 
" feet. The latter pidure being cxpofed to 
^' public view, the bird attradted univerfal 
^* admiration, fo that the Satyr, in the 
*^ finifhing of which the artift had employ- 
^ ed his utmoft attention and abilities, was 
" almoft entirely difregarded. The wonder 
** and applaufe of the fpedlators was ftill 
^ more increafed, when, on bringing tame 
" partridges before the picture, they began 
** to call, as foon as they perceived the 
** painted bird, to the great delight of the 
" multitHde (^). Protogenes was fo morti- 
" fied at the preference given to what was 
" intended merely as an ornament, that he 
" requefted permiffion from the prefect of 
*^ the temple to efface the partridge, and 
^* adually did efface it." 

(a) Strabo, lib. xiv. 

(b) Protogenes was of Canna, a city of Caria, fub- 
je£l to the Rhodians. 

PUny 
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Pliny (c) thus defcribes the picture of laly- 
fus mentioned by Strabo : ^' The moft beau- 
tiful of the works of Protogenes, is the 
picture of lalyfus, which is ftill to be feen 
*^ \n the temple of Peace at Rome. To fe- 
*^ cure it, if poffible, againft the injuries of 
** time, the painter placed four layers of colours 
" one over the other, hoping that if the upper 
" ones fliould decay, the lower would ftill 
** remain. In this pidure we fee a dog, 
^^ exquifitely painted ; chance having con- 
" fpired with art to render it perfed:. The 
^^ painter, after finiftiing every part of the ani- 
** mal, and having furmounted every diffi- 
*^ culty, was fo far fatisfied with his work ; 
•* but one thing ftill remained, which he 
'* defpaired of being able perfedly to ex- 
" prefs; this was the froth which whitens 
" the mouth of a dog when panting ; to 
*^ reprefent this defied his utmoft art, and 
*^ in every attempt he only feemed to de- 
** part further from nature. The foam ap- 
** peared always painted, and never natural. 
*' He was the more mortified, as he was ne- 
*^ ver fatisfied with any thing lefs than what 

^ (r) Pliny, lib. xxxv. c. io« 

Ft " might 
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*' might be miftaken for nature itfelf. Of- 
" ten did he efface his colours, and as often 
^^ change his brufties, without fuccefs. Ir- 
" ritated at the impotence of his art, he pee- 
" vifhly threw his fpunge againft the pifture, 
^' which by accident ftruck the mouth of 
" the dog, and difpofed the colours more 
" happily than his utmoft endeavours and 
" fkill had been able to effed ; chance for 
^^ once moft accurately imitating na- 
" ture {cf}:' 

I have been fo particular in the defcription 
of thefe two pieces, to prove how much the 
ancients excelled in the art of painting. Protoge- 
nes, and Apelles his cotemporary, imitated na- 
ture fo perfedly, that their pidures fecmed 
living and animated beings. The refemblance 
was fo exaft, that animals, nay even men, 
were not unfrequently deceived. Let it not 
be imagined that the artift, born with the 
happieft talents, can ever attain this high de- 

{d) Caius Caflius, who took Rhodes, and carried afF 
all the offerings, except the chariot of the fun, brought 
away this fine pifture. Dion Caffius. It was preferved 
till the time of Commodus, under whofe reign the temple 
of Peace was burnt, that is to fay, in the year 450. 
Herodian. lib. i. 

grc 
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gree of perfeftion, without prodigious efforts. 
Genius muft be feconded by the moft per- 
fevering labour, and a profound knowledge 
of every fcience allied to his art. Without 
this, the painter creates nothing for immor- 
tality. Protogenes {e) was feven years in 
finifhing the pifture of lalyfus; and, if Pliny 
may be credited (/), during the whole time, 
lived entirely on lupins, left, by too much 
indulging his appetite, he fhould obftrud the 
adtivity of his mind. Nothin can give a 
ftronger proof of the fublime idea entertained 
of perfedion by the ancient artifts, or more 
clearly fhew how much they were inflanied 
with a noble thirft of fame, than the readi- 
nefs with which they made fuch facrifices. 



ie) Plutarch in Demetrio. Protogenes painted for 
the Rhodians the picture of lalyfus, which was car- 
ried off by Demetrius, from a houfe in the fuburbs, 
while yet unfinifhed. The Rhodians fent a herald to 
him, to conjure him to fpare this piece. The prince 
replied, that he would fooner burn the images of his 
father than fuch a produftion of fo wonderful an art. 
Is is faid that the painter was employed on it feven 



years. 

(/) Pliny lib. xxxv. c. 10. 



F3 Do 
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Do not imagine', Madam, that Rhodes con* 
tained only a fmall number of excellent 
paintings. The porticos of i^s temples 
were decorated with piftures of infinite va- 
lue. The poffeffion of one only of thefe im- 
mortal works, fays Ariftides (^), would have 
fufficed to render a town illuftrious, Lu- 
cian (A), who was no flatterer, has thefe words, 
when fpeaking of his refiding at Rhodes : 
** I lodged in the quarter of the temple of 
*^ Bacchus, and, in my leifure hours, fre- 
*' quently rambled through the city to enter- 
** tain my felf with the admirable works of art 
** with which it is enriched. Nothing can fur^ 
•* pafs the exquifite pleafure I have experi- 
<* enced, from time to time, while walking 
*' under the porticos of the temple, and con- 
" templating the admirable paintings which 
" adorn that noble edifice. My fatisfadion 
" was the greater, as I was well acquainted 
" with the fubjeds, and recalled to memory 
" the poetical ftories of the Gods and He-? 
** roes that are there fo admirably reprefent- 
«ed/' 



(i) Ariftides, in Rhodiaca. 
(A) Lucian,. in Amoribus« 



The 
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The fciences and literature ever go hand 
in hand with the fine arts, of which they 
are the inftrudiors and the guides. For the 
cultivation of thefe alfo were the Rhodians 
diftinguifhed. Their fchools attained fo 
high a degree of celebrity, that they were 
reforted to by fome of the greateft men of 
Rome ; among whom were Cato (/), Marcus 
Brutus {k)y Cicero (/), Caffius {m)^ C3efap(7z), 
and Pompey (0). * , 

Thefe men, born to command, did not con- 
fine themfelves to a few frivolous acquifitions ; 
they all learnt Greek, then the univerfal 
language, and ftudied with attention the prin- 
ciples, of legiflation, and the laws of various 
nations. Above all, they endeavoured to per- 

(i) Aurelius Viaor, Vit. Viror. Illuftr. 

(k) Cicero, in Bruto. 

(/) Appian, de Bello Civili, lib. iv. 

(m) CafSus made a voyage to Rhodes, where he was in- 
firu£l:ed in the fine arts, and the beauties and niceties 
of the Greek language. 

(«) Plutarch, in Vita Caefaris : He failed for Rhodes, 
there to ftudy eloquence under ApoUonius Milo, whofc 
difciple Cicero had been. 

(0) Plutarch, in Vita Pompeii : He repaired to Rhodes, 
and ftudied eloquence there, under the Sophifts, paying 
to each a talent, 

F4 fea 
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fed themfelves under the Greek rhetoricians 
in the art of public fpeaking. Deftined as 
they were to difcourfe before an enlightened 
people, concerning the moft important in- 
terefts of the whole world, eloquence was 
neceflary to govern the minds of men, and 
enforce perfuafion by lively images, or co- 
gent reafoning. Oratory was, at that time, 
as indifpenfable to a Roman as courage or 
military abilities. 

To what muft we attribute this flourifh- 
ing ftate of the Rhodiari republic ? To th© 
fertility of the foil, the beauty of the climate, 
or the excellent fituation of the ifland ? 
Thefe advantages, no doubt, contributed to, 
but were not the efficient caufe of, the wealth 
of the Rhodians, which was owing to the 
goodnefs of their laws, and the wifdom of 
their government, the only folid founda- ' 
tions of the glory of empires. " We cannot 
*^ too much admire," fays Strabo (/>), ** the 
** care^ with which the Rhodians preferve 
" their excellent code of laws (^), and the 

" wifdom 

(p) Strabo, lib. xiv. 

(q) The Roman Emperors adopted the naval code of 
the Rhodians. Volufms Maximus, de Lege Rhodiaca^ 

has 
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^* wifdom confpicuous in the, whole confti- 



tution of their republic, and efpecially, in 
the management of their navy. This * has 
long preferved to them the empire of the 
*' fea, which they have freed from pirates, 
•* and fecured to them the friendfhip of the 
♦* Romans/' In alliance with numerous 
other powers, they artfully accommodated 
themfelves to their various interefts, without 
taking part in their private quarrels. This 
fage policy procured *them a long peace, and 
rendered their commerce fo flourifhing, that 
it extended over the whole Mediterranean. 
Rhodes was the emporium of every trading 
nation. '* The mariner who touched there,'* 
fays Ariftides (r)^ " beheld, with aftonilh- 
** ment, feveral harbours, formed by art, 
of piers of ftone, which advanced far 



€C 



has preferved us the following declaration of the Emperor 
Antoninus ; '^ I, the matter of the world : Let every thing 
** relative to naval affairs be determined by the maritime 
" code of the Rhodians, as often as that (hall not direftly 
^ contradict our laws." 

M. Paftoret, in an excellent difTertation, which ob- 
tained the prize, of the academy of infcriptions, has de- 
monftrated the influence of thefe laws on the marine of 
the Romans. ' 

(r) Ariftides, in Rhodiaca. 

" into 



74 LETTERS 

" into the fea. . One of thefe received the 
" veflels from Ionia ; another, thofe from 
^^ Caria, Here a mole offered Ihelter to 
*^ the fleets of Egypt, Cyprus and Phoenicia, 
*' as if exprefsly formed for each refpe£tive 
" city. Near to thefe ports, arfenals reared 
" their lofty heads, and aft onifhed the beholder 
" with their magnificence." 

The forefts of Mount Atabyris. (s) , which 
were carefully preferved, furniflied the Rho- 
dians with excellfent Ihip timber. Their vef- 
fels were the beft failers in the world, and 
their mariners the moft expert in navigation. 
This gave occafion to the following apof- 
trophe from Ariftides (/) j " Oh, ye Rho- 
*' dians ! if ever the tempeft warns you to 
*' think of your fafety ; if ever you have to 
" ftruggle againft the fury of the waves, re- 
•' collect the expreflion of one of your ftiari- 
" ners, when his veffel was labouring in 
** a ftorm : He faw the abyfs opening to 
** receive him ; when raifing his voice, he 
*' exclaimed. Oh, Neptune ! know that I 

(5) Atabyris, the higheft mo untain in the ifle of 
Rhodes, produces excellent pine trees. 

(/) Ariftides, in Rhodiaca, 

" will 
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" will not abandon the helm, and that if I 
** muft be fwallowed up, I will fteer my fhip 
*' to the very depth of thy empire !" Such, 
Madam, were the fources of the power and 
glory of the Rhodians. Alexander {u)^ who 
regarded their city as the firft iu the univerfe, 
chofe there to depofit his laft will. 

The Rhodians were worthy to inhabit this 
city. Their morals were mild and amiable, * 
and their manners polifhed, without affefta- 
tion('z;). When they appeared in public, they 
were remarkable for the gravity of their de- 
portment. They were not feen loitering in 
the ftreets j but ferioufly reproved foreigners 
whom they faw ftroUing about in inconfide- 
rate idlenefs. At the theatre, when a piece 
deferved applaufe, all the fpedators kept a 
profound filence. This they deemed the beft 
homage they could pay to merit. At their 
tables, civility and urbanity prefided } and 
all excefs was banifhed. They converfed 
in a free and friendly manner with their 
guefts, and never mortified them, by afluming 
the fuperiority of a mafter. " Thefe are the 

(tt) Diodorus Siculus, lib. xx. 
(i;) Dion. Chryfoftom, Orat. 32. 

" virtues,'' 
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" virtijes," fays Ariftides (w , " which render 
*' your city fo renowned. Thefe raife you 
** above every other nation, and attradlthe love 
•* and admiration of every people. Your an- 
*' cifcnt, and truly Grecian manners, render 
" you far more illuftrious than your ports, 
*' your walls, or your arfenals !'' 

Such a people could not but be humane. 
As for myfelf, I doubt whether men poflefs a 
right to put other men to death, even when 
guilty of great crimes. The Rhodians, how- 
ever, it is certain, fpared their fellcw-citizens 
the horror of thofe bloody tragedies, which 
difhonour our cities. Far from preparing 
fcafFolds in public places; far from hiring 
defpicable mercenaries to publifh in the ftreets 
fentences which condemn unhappy wretches 
to the flames, or the wheel; the law prohibited 
any executioner from entering Rhodes (x). 
, Even the fentejice of death was pronounced 
without the gates of the city {y). And they 
would have confidered it as an impiety, to 
ftain their ftreets with human blood. 

(w) AriftideSj'in Rhodiaca. 
[x) Dion. Chryfoftom. 
(}•) Ariftides, in Rhodiaca. 

The 
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The ancient writers, neverthelefs, reproach 
the Rhodians with the vices infeparable from 
great wealth : luxury, and voluptuoufnefs. . 
** They build,'' fays Stratonicus, " as if they 
** were immortal, and ferve their tables with 
** as much profufion, as if they had but a 
** few days to live." The veflels they made 
ufe of in their repafts, were of an exquifite 
invention (z)^ and greatly renowned for the 
pleafure they gave in drinking. In their com- 
pofition they employed myrrh, the flower of 
an odoriferous reed, faffron, balm, amoma, 
and cinnamon, baked together. Anacreon, 
reciting the number of his miftrefles, fays, 
" For Rhodes, write down two thoufand." 
And we find, the ancients called it the city 
of gallantry (a). 

The government of Rhodes was always 
republican. . At firft, the fupreme authority 
was lodged with the people. The nobles, after- 
wards, got poflfeffion of it ; and formed an 
ariftocracy (3). But they did not abufe their 
power. Humanity led them to fuccour their 

(z) Athenaeus, lib. vii. 

(a) Athenaeus, lib. viii. 

(b) Ariftot. Politic, lib. v. 

fellow- 
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fellow-citizens ; and true policy taught them, 
that the lower clafles of fociety are of the 
moft real importance; becaufe, without them, a 
ftate cannot even fubfift. They took care, 
therefore, to prevent that wretchednefs which 
is fo deftrudive to population (c), and created 
magiftrates^ whofe fole employment it was, to 
prevent, or relievej the neceilities of the poor; 
to provide thein with wholefome food, and 
employ them in the public works. This «c- 
eel lent regulation fecured tranquillity to the 
republic, which never experienced thofe vio- 
lent, and repeated convulfions, that, at length, 
overthrew thofe of Athens and Rome. It, 
indeed, fufFered from fome tranfient ftorms. 
Alcibiades, at the head of a numerous fleets 
rendered them fubjet^ to the Athenians ; but 
the republic, entering into an alliance with the 
inhabitants of Byzantium and Chio, fhook 
off that yoke [d\ Maufoleus made himfelf 
mafter of Rhodes, by ftratagem, and eftablifbed 
a tyranny. Artemifia, his queen, making ufe 
of a like artifice, cut off fome of the principal 

(r) Straboj lib. xiv* 

{d) Libanius, de Rhodiorum Libertatc. 
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inhabitants. But the Rhodians expelled their 
tyrants, and recovered their liberty. 

The Rhodians were peaceably enjoying the 
fruits of the wifdom of their government, 
when Antigonus (^), irritated at not having 
been able to detach them from the alliance of 
Ptolemy, king of Egypt, declared war againft 
them. He made immenfe preparations, and 
fent his fon, Demetrius, to fubdue the ifland. 
That prince, excellently {killed in^the art of 
taking towns, befieged Rhodes by ^ea and 
land. To reduce it, he invented new ma- 
chines. He advanced, to the foot of the walls, 
a moving citadel of* wood plated with iron. 
This edifice, called the Helepolis, was of a 
prodigious fize ; had nine ftories, and might be 
moved every way. Catapultas were employed 
againft the walls, which threw prodigious 
ftones, and beams of an immenfe fize, headed 
with iron, while battering-rams, two hundred 
feet in length, and worked by a thoufand men 
at once, were fhaking them with repeated ftr okes. 
A multitude of archers, placed on the top of 
the moving tower, fhowered down their ar- 

(e) Diodorus Siculus, lib. xx. defcribes this ficge at 
length. 

3 rows 
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rows on the befieged. Thirty thoufand foU 
diers were employed to put the helepolis in 
motion; and fight under its flicker. The 
ftrongeft tower of Rhodes, and great part of 
the wall, were thrown down ; but the courage 
of a free people triumphed over the fleets of 
Demetrius, the numerous army he had in 
his pay, and all the military talents this great 
captain difplayed, during a whole year, in his 
various attacks. At the moment when the 
befieged were mofl; brifkly prefled, fome 
of the fenators propofed to throw down t he 
flatues erected in honour of Antigonus and 
Demetrius, in happier tunes : but the people 
rejeded this mean counfel, and treated it as 
criminal. The generofity c^ the Rhodiansy 
toward their enemy, did them honour in the 
eyes of all Greece ; and hifl:ory has preferred, 
and long will preferve, the memory of fo 
glorious an adion {/). 

(f) Ptolemy rendered them great fcrvices during this 
war, by fending them . troops, and fliips, laden With 
corn. They, in gratitude, fent to confult the oracle of 
Ammon ; and, on its anfwer, confecrated, within their 
walls, a magnificent monument ; to which they gave the 
name of Ptolemy ; It was a large fquare, with a portico 
on each fide, a ftadium (fix hundred fcetj in length. Dio- 
dorus Siculus, lib. xx. 

Mithri. 
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Mithridates {g)j who fo long withftood the 
fortune of the Romans, and conquered Greece, 
and the iflands of the Archipelago, failed in 
his attempts on Rhodes (b). Caius Caflius 
took it, during the civil war, and defpoiled it 
of a part of its treafures. Neverthelefs, the 
republic again glorioufly reared her head, 
and the fervices rendfered the Romans by the 
Rhodians, procured them both their liberty 
and new towns in Caxiau In fine, ever ob- 
fervant of their laws, and careful to moun- 
tain the commerce to which they owed their 
power, they renudned independent till the 
reign of Vefpafian (/), who firft reduced 
their ifland to a Roman province. Since 
that time, Rhodes has been only one of 
the fineft ifles of the Archipelago. The 
power and riches of the inhabitants have 
difappeared. It feems as if their genius be- 
came extind with their liberty, that facred 
fire, which had caufed them to produce fo 
many wonders. Literature, the fciences, 

(?) Aurelius Viaor, de Viris Illuftribu!?. 

(h) Diodorus Siculus, 1. xx« 

(f ) Suetonius, in Vit» Vefpafian. cap, 8« 

G and 
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and arts, loft with their freedom^ have never 
more revived. 

Under Conftantine this ifland remained a 

part of the Eaftem empire, wluch was greatly 

weakened hj its divifion. The pufUlanimity 

and vices of the princes who fucceeded, (hook 

it to its very foundation. The Arabs, led on by 

the enthufiafm which Mahomet had infpired, 

invading and giving battle in the name of the 

Almighty, conquered the fineft provinces of 

the empire ; and in the twelfth year of the 

reiga of Conftans {k). Mowiah, Othman's 

lieutenant, made himfelf mafter of Rhodes. 

The Greek emperors, however, at length 

expelled the infidels, and kept poffeffion till tiic 

time of Baldwin; who, becoming fovereign 

of Conftantinople, fent a prefect to Rhodes (/}. 

Some time after, John Ducas conquered it. 

The brave warriors, then known by the name 

of the Knights of St. John, led on by their 

grand mafter, Foulques de Villaret, attacked 

-and took it, after a bloody battle, in which 

^^oifm triumphed over numbers and va- 

(^) Zonorasy Annal. 3. 
C/) Niccphorus Gregorias> lib. ii. 

lour. 
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lcfat(m). Mahomet the Second, whomnde l3ie 
GhitftiaBWorM tremble, andfecmcd to have 
emchatned vidory to his car, tarnifhcd the 
luftre of his laurels, by befieging this place, 
defended by a hand&l of heroes. In 1552, 
Soliman faw a numerous army perifh under 
its walls ; and if this redoubtable conqueror 
of Hungary and Perfia did at length fubdue 
Rhodes, attacked> as it was, on all fides by the 
forces of the Turks, the greater was the ftiame 
for the Chriftian princes, who did not fend a 
fingle veflel to the aid of its intrepid defenders. 
Deftroyed, rather than vanquiflied, they were 
almoft all buried under the ruins of their forts. 
Soliman could not enter the to\yn, but through 
torrents of the blood of hiS foldlers. He 
found it nothing but heaps of ruins, defended 
by a fmall number of knights, covered with 
wounds, at the head of whom appeared the 
famous .Villiers de Tlfle Adam, a bra,ve old 
man, who united to the coolnefs of age, the 
intrepidity of a hero, and the greatnefs of 
foul of a philofopher. 

I have, now, given you a fummary of the 
Jiiftory of Rhodes, ' from the earli^ft anti- 

(>»} Paulus Langius, in Chronico Citugeilfi. 

G 2 ^uity» 
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quity, to the period in which it fell under 
the power of the Turks : it now remains for 
me to lay before you fome account of its 
prefent ftate. 

I have the honour to be, &c 



LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 
To M. L. M. 

Rhodes. 

JL HAVE no longer. Madam, the pleafure 
of prefenting you the defcription of a mag- 
nificent city, a wife government, or a free 
and glorious nation. The ambition of the 
Romans, the degeneracy of the monarchs of 
the Lower Empire, the fanaticifm of the 
Arabs, and ddlrudtive earthquakes, have 2I* 
temately laid wafte the ifle of Rhodes. The 
defpotifm of the Turks, fucceeding to thefe 
calamities, has been the caufe of no lefs fatal 
evils; and utterly deftroyed monuments, 
fciences, and arts. 

The modem town, built on the ruins of 
the ancient city, occupies only a quarter of 
its extent, and poffeffes no remarkable anti- 
quities. Not even the fmalleft remains of the 
theatre, temples, and portico, are to be difco- 
vered. Statues, coloflufes, paintings, all 
have been deftroyed, or^carried off. To wide 
G 3 and 



8& LETTERS 

and fkilfully difpofed ftreets ; to thofe regu- 
larly ranged edifices, where each front pre- 
fented the fame order, of archite^lure, have fuc- 
ceeded narrow and winding lanes, and houfes 
without tafte, regularity, or decoration. I may 
venture to aflert. Madam, that if a Rhodian 
of the days of Alexander were to revifit his 
native city, he would find himfelf abfolutely 
a flranger ; he would not recoiled the fitnalleft 
monument ; but mull imagine hinifelf tranf* 
ported into a country inhabited by barb^ 
lians* 

The knights of Rhodes, have left; varicms 
traces of their refidence in the ifland. Their 
armorial enfigns, and fome hufts of the grand 
mailers^ fculptured in relief, on marUe, 
decorate the front of feveral buildings^ 
The walls and towers they ereded flill 
- ubfift, and bear the glorious marks of thmx 
obftinate defence. The church rf. St. John 
has been converted into, a mofque. The vaft 
hofpital, in which Chriftian charity received 
the faithful from all parts of the world, and 
furnilhed them with fuccours, at this day 
fcrves as a granary for the Turks. The bar<- 
barians fufier it to go to ruin, as well as the 

government 
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government houfe, in which we find antique 
marbles, and columns. 

Rhodes has only two harbours. The 
fmallefl faces the eaft, and i^ called Darca^ 
Rocks, at a fmall diftance from each other, in 
the front, block the entrance, and only leave 
room for one veflel to pafs. Moles, raifed 
on each fide, defend it from every wind. 
The Turks, who, fince the conqueft of the 
ifland, have not removed from it a fingle grain 
of fand, fuffer it gradually to choak up. There 
is only water enough for merchant fhips, and 
even they are obliged to unload a part of their 
cargo, before they can enter it. Ships go 
thither to careen, and caravelles are built 
there for the Grand Signior. This handfome 
bafon might be made fit for the reception of 
large veffels, if the fame means were em- 
ployed to clear it, as at Marfeilles and other 
ports* 

The other h|irbour is large ; it bears the name 
of Rhodes; and in this, frigates of thiny 
guns may anchor. Veffels are here defended 
from the wefterly winds, which, in thefe lati* 
tudest prevail nine months in the year. 
North and north-eafterly winds blow full 
into the harbour ; and, when violent, fhips 
G 4 are 
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are in danger of driving on the rocks, or 
againft the walls of the town. Though Rhodes 
has retained none of its ancient fplendor, its 
advantageous fituation, on the point of a 
promontory, its houfes difpofed in the form 
of an amphitheatre, the folid ftrudure of its 
walls, and its towers advanced upon the ihoals, 
give it an air of ftrength and importance to 
mariners, as they approach the city («). But 
there are no foldiers on the ifland. Its forts 
are 'mthout defenders, and will become the 
conqueft of the firft nation, which fliall think 
proper to attack them. 

The Pacha is the governor general of the 
ifland. He poflefles abfolute power ; and pre- 
fides at once over civil juftice and military 
difcipline. He nominates to employments 
that fall vacant ; fentences to death, and is 
to watch over the maintenance of good order, 

{n) The Rhodians have no troops in their ifland. 
Tbcy are not warriors. Knowing themfelvcs incapable of 
fcfifting the weakeft enemy wlro may attack them, in 
time of war they hire foldiers from Caramania, to defend 
their city. Thefe arc undifcipline3 troops, who aban- 
don themfelvcs to all the exceiTes of a blind ferocity, and. 
ara mor^ to be dreaded by (he inhabitants, than by the 
cpjmy, 

J through 
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through the whole extent of his government. 
This fupreme officer, finding no one who 
dare refift his will, may be guilty of the ut- 
moft exceffes of tyranny, without fear of 
punifhment or controuL 

All private litigations are decided before 
the tribunal of the judge, called the Cadi. 
His decifions are without appeal He partakes 
alfo of the ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion with the 
Muphti. The latter is the interpreter of the 
Koran, prefides over religious affairs, and 
expounds the divine law ; nor can the Pacha 
put a man to death, until he has given his 
fandion to the juftice of the fentence. 

The Greeks and Jews have a chief named 
the Mouteveli, who is their intendant general ; 
and has the regulation of the tax called Ca- 
rach (^) (a capitation tax, impofed by the 
Grand Signior on all his fiibjeds who are 
not Mahometans, but which is paid only by 
the men). He decides all differences that arifc 
among them, without its being neceffary to 
have recourfe to any other jurifdi£tion. When 
the Cadi has condemned a Greek or Jewilh 
debtor to pay the money due to his creditor, 

(<?) This Word is Arabic, and fignifics tribute, or tax. . 

be 
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he fends his fcntence to the Mouteveli, who, 
if he thinks proper, carries it into execution. 
Thefe are the principal officers in the iiland, 
who all feem to confpire its ruin. As a proof 
of this, I fhall give you a flight (ketch of 
their adminiftration ; for the truth of which 
I can fafely vouch. 

The foil of Rhodes is dry and fandy ; but 
the numerous fprings which water it render 
it extremely fertile. Com thrives there ad- 
mirably. Its yellow and heavy grain afiords 
a flour as white as fnow, which makes excel- 
lent bread. If half of the country, capable 
of growing it, were cultivated, the Rfaodians 
would have far more tb*n fufficient for their 
confumplion, and might export to foreign 
countries. But the Turks are no cultivators j 
and the Greeks, weighed down by the fer- 
vices exafted from them by the Mouteveli, 
for his own profit ; and difcouraged by the 
fear of not enjoying the fruits of their la- 
bours, let the finefl: fields lie barren. It is 
certain. Madam, that a fingle word from tho 
Pacha would enrich the country with the 
treafures of agriculture. He is ?ibfolute, and 
has but to command, and afliire the hufband- 
man of his prote<3:ion ; but he knows not 

whether 
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wb^thcr he fhall himfelf be in place to-mor« 
row, and would be fearful of labouring for 
the advantage of his.fucceflbn Befides, a ftill 
naore powerful reafon prevents him from 
endeavouring any improvement : the mifery 
of the country conftitutes his wealth. Rhodes 
not furniihing fufficient corn for the fupport of 
its inhabitants^ he fends to purchafe the grsun of 
Garamania> which 13 of an inferior quality, 
at a low rate* He has this conveyed to 
market in fmall quantities, to enhance the 
price. But, what is ftill more oppreffivc, is 
that the rate fixed for the firft bufhel of thft 
new crop, ferves as the ftandard price for all 
that is fold during the remainder of the year; 
which rule is not to be departed from, though 
one half of the people fhould perifh. This 
infamous monopoly, which rapidly enriches 
thofe who are concerned in it, is produdlive 
of the moft fatal confequences to commerce, 
agriculture, and the induftry of the inhabit- 
ants. What, indeed, can be expefted from 
a nation, in want of the firft neceflaries of 
life ? What exchanges can they make with 
foreign countries, if their own be infufiicient 
for their fupport, and they have neither arts 
nor manufadures ? and, indeed, the univer- 
6 fal 
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fal poverty and frightful depopulation of the' 
iflandy are indelible proofs of the vices of this 
wretcixcd government. The following ftate- 
ment will be a fu£Ecient demonftration of 
what I have faid« 

The ifland of Rhodes contains two ci- 
ties ; the capital, of the fame name, of which 
I have been fpeaking, and the ancient Lindus« 
The former is inhabited by Turks^ and a 
fmall number of Jews, 

Five villages inhabited by Mahometans, and 
Five towns and-forty one villages inhabited 
By Greeks. 

Number of families. 



Turks 
Greeks 


•• 


4700 

2500 


Jews 


w 


1 00 



Total 7300 

Suppofing five perfons \o a family, we 
fhall have 36,500 inhabitants. But the ifland 
is more than forty leagues in circumference. 
Here then is a vaft fpace occupied by few-* 
er people than is contained in a moderate 

town 
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totni in France* .Might we not fay that 
at Rhodes the earth devours its inhabitants ? 
By no means ; the foil is fruitful, and would 
produce abundantly^ now^ as well as former- 
ly, com, oil, excellent wines, wax, and even 
wood for fhip-building. Defpotifm, and the 
monopolies of the great, alone prevent the 
increafe of the inhabitants. The ftate of the 
revenues of the ifland perfedily correfponds 
with the fmall number and poverty of the 
Rhodians. Permit me. Madam, to lay it 
before you ; without thefe particulars, what 
I relate would appear incredible. 



Table 
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Table of the revenues of tke ifland of RhodeSb 



Duties of carach or capitatioa 

Tenths on all produce of the land 

Cuftoms 

Tax on houfes 

On the farm of wax 

On cattle 

At the gates 

On the farm of the b^iths 

On fait • 

On vineyards 

New poll tax on every Greek 1 



and Jew 



Total 



Here then we have 90,000 
Turkilh piaftreswhichthe ifland 
produces the Grand Signior, 
from which we muft dedud: 

Employed in paying theguards 
of the town and villages, the 
infpeSors of eftates in the coun- 
try, the repairs of the mofques^ 
and the bread and foap diftri- 
buted to the poor, by order of 
the Sultan. So that the Grand 
Signior really receives no more 
than 



43500 

23050 

3500 

6250 

10300 

800' 

200 

1200 

700 

600 

900 



-3 



2: 



4<S 

n 



90,000 



55,500 Piaflrt. 



34,500 Fuftre. 



From 
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From this calculation, Madam, on the 
accuracy of which you may rely, it appears 
that this large ifland produces lefs to the Ot- 
toman emperors, than many eftates, of only 
fome leagues extent, in France, are worth to 
their pofleflbrs. Do not afk me what has 
become of that powerful people, Who, pro- 
fiting by their advantageous fituation, their 
forefts, their harbours, and the fertility of 
their country, covered the Mediterranean with 
their vi6torious fleets : I have already faid 
they loft their liberty ; and with it fcience 
and national genius. The Turkifh govern- 
ment has put the finifhing hand to their 
misfortunes j Rhodes now only affords a few 
indigent wretches, without commerce, arts, or 
induftry, bccaufe they can have no property, 
who wander over the defolated plains of 
this once flourifliing ifland. 

Of the three cities founded^ according to 
the fable, by the children of the fun, Lindus 
alone has left any remarkable veftiges. Ca- 
mirus and Jalifus are totally defl:royed {p). 
** Leaving Rhodes, fays Strabo, and failing 
** on with the coaft on the right, the firft 



Strabo, lib. xivi 

« city 
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" city we arrive at is Lindus, fituated on a 
" hill ODL the fouth fide of the ifland^ and 
** oppolite Alexandria. The traveller here 
^^ admires the famous temple of the Lindian 
^ Minerva^ built hj the daughters of Dar- 
*' naus (^)." Cadmus enriched it with magnifi- 
cent oflFerings. TJie inhabitants here confecrated 
the feventh ode of Pindar's Olympics, which 
they infcribed in letters of gold(r). The 
ruins of this noble edifice are flill vifible 
on an eminence near the fea. The rem^dns 
of its walls, which were built with enormous 
ftones, difcover the Egyptian tafte ; but 
the columns and other ornaments have been 
carried off. On the higheft part of the rock, 
we perceive the ruins of a cafUe that ferved 
as a fortrefs to the town ; it occupied a large 
fpace which is now filled with rubbifh. 

The modern Lindus is fituated at the 
foot of this hill; a deep bay, which runs 
up far into the land, ferves it as a harbour. 
Veffels find here good anchorage, in eight 
and twelve fathom water, and are iheltered 

(q) Diodorus Siculus, Hlx v. fays it was built by 
Danaus himfelf. 
. (r) Degaetrius Triclinius. 

from 
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from the fouth-weftcrly winds, which pre- 
vail during the rough feafon of the yean 
At the beginning of winter, they fhould an^ 
chor clofe to a little village called Maflary. 
Before the building of Rhodes, Lindus was 
the port reforted to by the fleets of Egypt, and 
of Tyre. It was enriched by commerce, 
and a wife government, profiting by its 
harbour and fituation, might ftill render it 
a flourifliing city. 

About the middle of Rhodes is a high 
mountain, which commands the whole ifland. 
It is called Artemira, and I imagine it to 
be the Mouiit Atabyris of Strabo (s). On 
it formerly was a temple of Jupiter, now 
no longer in exiftence, but its place is fup-^ 
plied by a fmall chapel, to which the Greeks 
make pilgrimages. Mount Artemira is very 
fteep, fo that it is impoffible to afcend it on 
horfeback, and on foot it takes four hours 
to reach the top. When there we enjoy a 
mbft magnificent profpeft. On the edge of 
the horizon, towards the north-eaft, we dif^. 
cover the fummits of Mount Cragus ; to the ' 

(s) We next arrive at Atabyris, the bigheft mountain 
in the country, on the fummit of which is a temple 
ot Jupiter. Strabo, lib. xiv. 

H . north, 
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north, the high coaft of Caramania ; to thft 
north-weft, the fmall iflands of the Archi- 
pelago, which appear like luminous points; 
to the fouth-wefl:, the fummit of Mount 
Ida, capped with clouds ; and, to the fouth, 
and fouth-eaft, the vaft expanfe of waters 
w^hich bathe the coafts of Africa* This ex- 
tenfive profpeft varies every inftant, as it 
is more or lefs illumined by the rays of 
the fun, and exhibits a moving fcenery which 
aftoniflies and delights the beholder. After 
contemplating this grand pifture, the eye 
looks down with pleafure on the ifland which 
rounds itfelf beneath our feet ; and here and 
there we perceive, on the tops of the moft 
lofty hills, ancient pines, planted by nature, 
that in ages paft formed thick forefts, which 
the Rhodians carefully preferved for their 
navy. At prefent thefe trees are not very 
numerous, as the Turks make ufe of them 
to build the Grand Signior's caravelles, and 
cut down without ever planting. Their 
folitary fliades are at prefent the retreats 
of the wild afles, which are remarkable for 
their furpriling fwiftnefs. 

Beyond thefe firft heights, we meet with 
various amphitheatres of eminences, which 

become 
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become gradually lower till we reach the 
fea. In the greater part of the ifland^ the 
coaft is a gentle and almoft infenfible de- 
clivity J therefore, fhips may almoft every 
where anchor at a cablets length from the 
fhore. The hills in general are covered with 
thorns, or brambles ; but on fome of them we 
find vineyards, which ftill produce the per- 
fumed wine in fuch requeft among the an- 
cients (/). This wine is very pleafant to 
the tafte, and leaves an exquifite flavour in 
the mouth. The Rhodians added the luxury 
of drinking it out of voluptuous cups. It 
would be eafy to multiply thefe vines, and 
cover with them hills of a great extent, which 
are now lying without cultivation. 

On the fhady fummit of Mount Arte- 
mira a great number of fprings arife, whiph 
fertilize the plains and vallies. Around the 
villages, we find a few cultivated fpots, and 
orchards, where the fig, pomegranate, and 
orange trees, though planted without regu- 

(0 Pliny. The wine of Rhodes refembles that of Cos. 
Theodorus addsj Some praife the wine of Rhodes, 
on account of its exquifite perfume) and. agreeable fla-i 
vour, 

Hz larity 
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larity or tafte, afford, ncverthclefs, pleafing 
fiiades. The peach trees, which, in the time | 
of Pliny («)p^produced no fruit at Rhodes^ | 

arc at prefent very fruitful ; but the peaches ! 
they bear have neither the flavour, nor the | 
delicious juice of ours; as in this country they 
• know nothing ^f the art of grafting. Thef 
palm flourifhes here, as in the days of Theo- 
phrailus (v), but produces no fruit. There 
feems to be a certain line drawn by nature 
for each fpecies of tree, beyond which fome 
will not grow at all, and others become bar- 
ren. 

In pafling over the ifland, we.traverfe w^ith 
regret beautiful vallies, without finding fo 
much as a village, a cottage, or even the 
fmalleft traces of cultivation. The bottoms 
of the rocks, are covered w^ith wild rofes. 
Myrtles in flower perfume the air with 

(u) The peach trees wefe tranfmitted to us late, znd 
with difficulty. Tbey produce no fruit at Rhodes, which 
is the firft place they were tranfplanted to from Egypt* 
Pliny. 1. XV* cap. 13* 

{v) The nature of the foil contributes much to 
fecundity or fterility. This is vifible in the. peach and 
palm trees. The latter bears fruit in Egypt, and the 
adjacent counuiei i at Rhodes it only flowers. 

. their 
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their delicious emanations, and tufts of the 
laurel-rofe adorn the banks of rivulets with 
their beautiful flowers. The inhabitants fuf- 
fer the earth to nourilh an infinity of ufelefs 
plants, without endeavouring tp direct or 
j>rofit by its fecundity. 

But let us not too heavily cenfure the Greeks 
tor this torpid indolence. They are utterly un- 
able to attempt any thing for private advan-.- 
tage, or public utility. The deftrudive mo- 
nopoly of the Pacha prevents all exertion, 
and the continual fervices impofed on them 
by the Nazir wear them down with labour. 
This oflicer, who is fuperintendant of naval 
liSairs, employs them, the greateft part of the 
year, in cutting down wood to build the 
caravelles ; which they are obliged to convey, 
with infinite difficulty, to Rhodes. What do 
you fuppofe he gives. Madam, for the con- 
veyance of a large tree, which has employed 
feveral men a confiderable time ? Fifteen fols 
(feven-pence halfpenny). But how much 
do you imagine each of thefe beams, de- 
livered at ^ the arfenal, cofts the Grand Sig- 
nior ? Sixty Uvres !« (fifty (hillings.) 

The prefent Nazir, not being able either 

, to read or write, is obliged to employ Qreeks 

H3 • to 
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to manage his accounts, and theie make no 
fecret of his knavery. The pay of the build- 
ers, who labour in the dockyards, is fixed 
by the Porte ; but this too he diminifhes one 
half. If it happens to rain but an hour, 
that day's work is not reckoned ; add to this, 
that in his accounts, he doubles the real 
number of the workmen. 

The confequence is, that the caravelles built 
at Rhodes are very iixdifferent veflels; they 
remain fo long upon the flocks, that their 
ribs fometimes become rotten before they 
are finifhed ; but this does not hinder the 
builders from going on with the work. By 
this the Nazir foon amaflfes great riches. 
The cries of the opprefled are heard on 
every fide againfl his injuftice; but they 
are not regarded. The opprefTor replies to 
every complaint with money; he purchafes 
with a number of purfes the protection of 
the Captain Pacha, and the profits he makes 
by his crimes enfure impunity. 

It is diftreffing, Madam, to dwell on fuch 
ads of injuftice, and to refled that all * th'S 
officers of government in thefe countries are 
alike guilty of them. Thefe wretches, blinded 
by ambition, think only of amaffing wealth, 

to ' 
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to procure higher employments at court. 
Can they be ignorant that they themfelves 
muft then become the vidtims of the rapaci- 
ty of the Grand Signior, who never fails to 
find them guilty, to profit by their fpoils ? 
But fuch is the manner in which the Ot- 
toman provinces are governed ; all the 
gold they pofTefs is fwallowed up in Con- 
ftantinople ; and while the capital overflows 
with riches, they are languifliing in the ex- 
tremeft poverty. The people, therefore, in 
defpair, are every where^ripe for rebellion, 
and fhake the throne with violent concuC- 
fions. The empire, tottering to its founda- 
tions, is on the brink of ruin. Such are the 
eflfedts of defpotifm. Mary fovereigns never 
lofe fight of the important truth, that in 
proportion as they render their authority 
more abfolute, they really lofe their pow- 
er, and that they are never nearer deftruc- 
tion than when a whole people tremble in 
their prefence! 

I fhall finifh this long letter. Madam, 

^y paying, a word or two of the^ national 

character of the Rhodians. This, like that 

of every other people, is modified by cli- 

H 4 mate, 
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mate, gpvernmeBt^ and religion. The iflaad 
enjoys the.happi^ft temperature^ and its air 
is pure and falubrious. No epidemical dii^ 
orders are knowa^ but what are imported 
from other countries. The wefterly winds^ 
which prevail for nine months in the year, 
nptoderate the lieats of fummer ; and, in the 
winter, ice, fnow, arid even hoar-froils arc 
unknown. In the dulleft day> the fun difperies 
the clouds, and fhews himfelf at leaft for 
fome hours ; through the whole year he 
enlightens the ifland with his beneficent rays^ 
fertilizes the earth, and purifies the air^ which 
is naturally humid. " Tiberius," fays Sue- 
tonius (x), " made a ftay for fbme time at 
** Rhodes, enchanted with the beauty and 
^^ falubrious climate of the iiland." So fine 
a Iky, fo delightful a temperature, have a 
manifeft influence on the inhalutants. The 
Turks bom in the ifland arc of a milder 
difpofition, and pofl^s more poHteneis and 
urbanity, thdn in the other provinces of the 
empire. Lefs expofed than the Greeks to 
the rapacity of the great, and peaceably en- 
joying their property, they here lead a hap-i 

• 
(x) Suetonius inTiberio, cap. xi. 
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py life in the bofom of their fam^ies, and 
among them we meet with cheerfulnefsj 
integrity, and focial manners. The Greeks 
live under the fame iky; but, accuftomed per- 
petually to crouch beneath -the iron fgeptrc 
that crufhes them, they become hypocritical, 
deceitful, and difhonefl:. The proudeft uf 
mankind in pr©fperity,^they are equally mean 
and Clinging in misfortune. They are iiifea- 
ed with all the vices which are the confe^ 
quence of fervitude ; yet, fcompelled, as it w«rc, 
by the force of cKmate, diey fometimes in- 
dulge in liierriment :. their joy, however, is 
not the mild' and tifanquil Joy of thie Turks ; 
but a clamorous and irrational tnirth ; the fefti- 
vity, in Ihort, of flaves, veho, forgetting, for 
a momeftt, their wretched condition, dance 
amid their chains. 

I did not myfelf continue long enough in 
'Rhodes, t6 have made aH the bbfervations 
coUedted in this letter r lam indd>ted for 
them to M. Potonier, my-hoft, who had re- 
fided i five years in the country, and knows 

I havethchonoutto be> &c. 
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LETTER XIV. 

To M. L. M. 

Sjnnc, 

1 QUITTED with regret. Madam, the 
ifle of Rhodes, where fo many memorable 
events were continually recurring to my 
mind. While the veffel was bearing us far 
from its fliore, niy. eye Itill continued fixed 
on this ancient country of the arts, and I 
could not but lament its dcftiny. Will thofe 
happy days never return, when every po- 
lifhed.nalion did homage to this ifland; when 
,the talents of her artifts, and the eloquence 
of her orators, attraded a crowd of foreigners ? 
When fcience has once ceafed to enlighten a 
country, muft it remain for ever obfcured by 
barbarous darJaxefe? No: I would rather 
wifli to believe that the glorious days of 
Greece will again return, and that a people 
inimical to defpotifm, again eflabliihing a wife 
fyftem of government, will reftpre its fciences 
and arts. Such were ^ my reflexions as we 
failed through the ftrait which feparates 

Rhodes 
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Rhodes from the continent of Afia. If this 
ifland had a navy, it might become miftrefs 
of that paflage, and command the entrance 
of the Archipelago to the Eaft ; which poft, 
in the hands of any other nation but the 
Turks, would be of the greateft importance. 

We continued advancing flowly. The. 
wind, impeded by the high lands, fcarcely 
fwelled our fails, and, at length, entirely 
ceafed, and left us, for two days, becalmed. 
The fea was perfedly unruffled, and reflefted 
the rays of the fun like a polifhed mirror, 
while the motionlefs veflel f(^med nailed to 
its furface. The firft time we fail in thefe 
feas we imagine ourfelves in the midft of a 
great lake, as we arc continually furrounded 
either by iflands or the continent. The land 
appears on every part of the horizon, and, 
whichever way we dired our view, we per- 
ceive perpendicular rocks, or threatening fhoals; 
The fight, however, has nothing terrible 
in it to the mariner, who well knows he can 
eafily . find fhelter from the tempeft in in- 
numerable harbours. 

Proceeding onward, with a favourable 

breeze, we had overfliot SymCj fo famous for 

its fpunges; and, leaving Telos, the high grounds 

3 of 
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of which we perceived on the edge of the hori- 
zon to the fouth, we were about to enter 
fbe bay of Cos, at prefent commonly called 
Stanchio. 

I was ardently wilhing to fee the country 
of Hippocrates, and Apelles, when the wind 
fuddenly died away, and l.eft us in fight of 
Nifyrosj which Neptune (%), as fables tell, 
jaifed out of the fe^ by a ftfokc of his tri- 
dent. 

The calm we had enjoyed was deceitful ; 
beneath it lurked the tempeft. The weft was 
overcaft with dark clouds, and the wind foon 
began to blow from that quarter in violent 
fqualls. The captain inftantly put about * hi$ 
fliip^ and, far from endeavouring to gain the 
port of Nifyros, fteered dlredly from it be-» 
fore the wind, and took refuge in a deep 
bay of the ifle of Syme. Thus, in a few 
hours, we loft all the way we had gained in 
Feveral days. 

-' This ifland, which received its name frorn^ 
Syme, a (y) daughter of Jalyfus, is a depen- 
dency of Rhodes. It is only a rock of • fmaH 

{y) Stephanus Byzantinus^ 
(z) Ibid* 

extent, 
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extent, the foil of which, extremely ftony^ 
and burnt up by the heat of the fun, pro- 
duces neither. grain nojt fruit. A few vine- 
yards among the rocks yield a good wine, 
but the reft of the ifland is barren ; and no* 
thing is to be found upon it but briars, wild 
almond-trees, thorns, and tufts of myrtle in 
the more moift places. The fifhery for 
Ipunges, Which grow in abundance round the 
ifland, is the only fiipport of its inhabitants; 
Men, women, and children, all know how to 
dive, and plunge into the waters in fearch of 
the only patrimony beftowed on them by 
nature. The men, efpecially, are inimitabld 
in this dangerous art j they throw themfelves 
into the fea, and di\''e to a very great depth j 
but they frequently ftrain themfelves by re* 
taining their breath too long, and, on coming 
out of the water, often vomit great .quantities 
of blood. Sometimes they are in danger 
of deftruftion from the monfters of the 
deep* The knife they carry in their hands 
would be but an inadequate weapon for their 
defence; but, accuftomed perfedly to dif- 
tinguifli objeds through that pellucid ele- 
ment, as foon as they difcoverthefe. voracious 
fiih, they ilioot up with the greateft rapidity 
r:"^- I from 
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from a prodi^ous depth, and in an inftant 
are in their boat. Thefe particulars I learned 
from a diver of the country ; he complained 
of violent pains in his loins, the hardfliips of 
his condition, and the little profit he derived 
from his occupation ; and I cannot doubt but 
he had fufficient reafon. He had a fon with 
him in his boat, ten years of age, whom he 
was teaching his trade, the only inheritance 
he had to leave him. 

The bad weather detaining us fome days in 
the harbour of Syme, I made an excuriion 
into the ifland, and vifited the village inha- 
bited by the divers. Every thing I faw was 
a proof of poverty and diftrefs : the ftreets are 
narrow and dirty, and the houfes only mifer- 
able huts, into which day-light can fcarcely 
penetrate. The people, who have a referved 
and melancholy air, appear abforbed in their 
own wretchednefs, and exhibit none of that 
lively curiofity ufually infpired by the fight of 
ftrangers. Both men and women are drefled 
in the fame manner ; they all wear the long 
robe, the fafli, and a (hawl round their heads, 
and are only to be diftinguilhed by the dif- 
ference of features. Thefe miferable people 
are, befides, fubjed to a cruel malady. Leprofy, 

the 
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the moft hideous of all the fcourges that afBidt 
humanity, is very common at Syme. The 
wretched viflims, who fufFer from it, are feen 
ftretching out their hands to paifengers at a 
diilance, and begging alms with a voice 
fcarcely audible ; they are feparated from all 
fociety, and drag on the remainder of a 
dreadful life in torments* Shuddering at 
what I faw, I was about to return to the - 
fliip, when a Greek prieft forced me, by 
repeated folicitations, to go into his houfe* 
He made me lit down on a fmall wooden.feat, 
the only one he had, while he himfelf 
fquatted down upon a wretched mat. He told 
me that he had been at Rome, where he had 
ftudied in the feminary de propaganda ; that 
he had been made choice of for paftor of 
Syme, and that he preferred this country to 
all the charming fceftes of Italy. I congra- 
tulated him on his tafte and his travels^ but 
could not help inquiring within myfelf how 
it was poffible to like fuch a place of abode. 
This good father was very old ; a long white 
beard defcended on his breaft ; his appearance 
was venerable ; and whether he really thought 
himfelf happy in the ftation where Heaven 
had placed him, or whether he felt a fatis- 

fa<aion 
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fealon in converfing with an Eurbj^ean itl 
the Italian language^ which he had almoil 
forgotten during forty years abfence from. 
Rcsne, I know not, but pleafurc fparkled iii 
ids eyes, i^nd he loaded roe with compli- 
ments. He quitted me for an inftant^ dived 
into a dark hole he called lus cellar, and 
returned immediately .with a large pitrhet of 
wime; out of which he poured fome into a 
finall wooden porringer, and, after inoiften- 
ing his lips, dcfired me to drink. The ap- 
pearance of the veffel gave me fome difguft, 
and I wilhed to decline the compliment, but 
the laws of hofpitality forbade me. It would 
have been improper to offend my hoft : ' I 
therefore took the cup, and drank his heahh ; 
he drank alfo to mine, and again prefehted it 
to me, but I politely refiifed. I remembered 
that Baucis and Philemon dwelt in a little 
cottage, and that their table was only three 
feet long; but could not but recoiled that 
their veffels, fimple as they were, were neat 
and fhining, and that cleanlinefs in every 
thing about them almoft concealed their indi- 
gence. My good old man was as poor as 
that virtuous couple ; but his ragged mat, his 
fmoaky roof, and his cup as black as foot, 
^ ^ had 
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had nothing in them to gratify either the 
fenfe of fmelling, or of fight. I left hinx 
with thanks for his poUtenefs ; he wifhed mc 
a profperous voyage, and we parted good 
friends* 

I have the honour to be, &cc. 



LETTER XY. 

To M. L. M. 



XJLFTER three days ftayinthe harbour 
of Syme, we fet fail, intending to return to 
I the bay of Cos,, make the north part of the 
. ifland, and then take our departure for Can- 
dia. The wefterly winds would then no 
ionger have been unfavourable t but our evil 
genius again met us at the opening of the 
Straights. Twice were we prevented from 
entering, and twice driven back toward Ni- 
fyros. Our captain, confidering this difap- 
pointment as the confequence of a decree of 
fate, paffed the fouthern point of Stanchio, 
and bore away diredlly for the ifle of Crete. 
The wind continued to blow with violence 
from the north-weft : the waves beat furi- 

I oufly 
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None of the crew were acquainted with the 
road, or knew where to caft anchor. They 
had intended at firft to come within the fhoal 
to the weft, and were on the brink of certain 
deftruftion. In an inftant we found ourfelves 
amid the breakers, which are there almoft 
level with the furface of the water. The crew 
turned pale at their danger, inftantly put 
about the helm, and we efcaped fhipwreck 
only by the length of the veffel. Had the fhip 
refufed to obey the helm,fhe muft have driven 
on (harp rocks, which would have daflied her 
into a'thoufand pieces. A large bark, which 
lay at anchor behind a fmall ifland on the. 
north fide of the road, faved us, by pointing 
out the true anchoring ground. 

We have now. Madam, been at fea above 

fix weeks^ conftantly buffeted by the winds, 

driven from ifland to ifland, from country to 

country, and feeking Candia, as Ulyffes fought 

Ithaca. His Voyages every day appear to me 

^^ore probable^ Our failors, it is true, are 

Unworthy of the days of Homer: on the 

-•oiaJieft appearance of bad weather, they run 

^o hide themfelves in the neareft harbour* 

^^"c^ our departure from Alexandria, a French 

Captain would have made fix voyages to Crete. 

Th? 
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The fuperftitioii of thefe Greeks is equal to 
their ignorance. They really believe their ftiip 
enchanted, and look on me with an evil eye ; 
I am pofitively afraid they confider me as the 
magician, whofe forceries occafion their mif- 
fortunes. Fanatic as- they are to an excefs, 
they may take it into their heads, that their 
difappointments are occafioned by an heretic, 
and that, by throwing him into the fea, the 
perfecution of Heaven will ceafe. Be that as 
it may, fome of them have aftually been ia 
the boat, in fearch of a Greek prieft, to de- 
ftroy the enchantment. ' He, not long ago, 
carne on board in his ceremonial habit, with 
a cenfer in one hand, and a goupillon (a veffel 
for fprinkling the holy water) in the other. 
He wore a long gown over his black robe; and 
his long beard, contraded eyebrows, and point- 
ed bonnet, made him rather appear the magi- 
cian himfelf. A bafon of holy water was car^ 
ried before him by a boy; and the grave fether 
began by fprinkling our chamber, without 
fparing any who Were prefent. He gave his 
benedidion to the crew, the decks, the mafts, 
and every rope; repeating a great varigty 
of forms of exorcifm, to free us from the 
power of Satan. He afterward went over the 
I 3 whole 



fi8 LETTERS 

whole fliip, with the cenfer in his hand} an(^ 
burning perfumes, of which each of us had 
his fhare. After the ceremony was over, thq 
prieft held out a little bafon, into which a 
few pieces of money were throwix, and he 
departed promifmg us a profperous voyage, 
and muph gpod fortune. The failors now 
helieying themfelves unbewitched, appeared 
perfe^ly fatisfied; and cannot perceive that 
their ignorance and iuexperienpe is the only 
charm that has t)bftruded them in their, 
voyage : to difcover this would imply a de- 
gree of knowledge to .which they are utter: 
ftrangers. Superftition is the daughter of 
ignorance, which is born with the human 
race, and with that alone will be deftroyed. 
The Greeks, endowed with a lively and ac- 
tive imagination, appear at all times to have 
been more fubje£t to this weaknefs than other 
nations, as feems fufficiently proved by the 
multitude of temples dedicated to Neptune in 
the iflands of the Archipelago, and the tragi- 
cal ftory of thfe facrifice of Iphigenia, to ol> 
tfiin favomable winds. 

I have the. honour to be, .&c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 
To M, L. M. 



Wi 



Cafos. 



E muft not always confider the obftaclos 
^^re meet with at fea, Madam, as a misfortune, 
fince fometimes we may derive more advan-" 
tage and improvement from adverfe winds 
than from profperous gales. After having' 
been for two days within fight of the fmiling 
fhores of Crete, without being able to land 
there ; and after contemplating, not without 
repining at our fate, the verdant fields and 
beauteous profpedts of that country, 1 mur- 
mured againft the wind, which had compelled 
us to abandon them, and our atnchoring in- 
the road of Cafos feemed to me a misfortune. 
Since I have become acquainted with the in- 
habitants of that ifland, however, I have feen 
reafon to alter my opinion, and the wind 
muft detain us here a long time before I wifh 
it to change. 

" (a) Cafos is one of the Cyclades . . , , It 
^^ received its name from Cafo, father of 

(a) Steph. "Byzant. The French captains^ by a cor- 
ruption of ^he name, call it Pl/Ie du Gaze. 

I 4 "Cleo- 
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«^ acomachus. This Ktde 
^ lony to Mount Cafius, de^ 
tt (*) Cafos,'' fap Strabo, " 
^ pathus (now called Scar 
*^ dia, or two leagues ar 
^ hundred and fifty ftad 
*^ from Samonium (c), a 
^ It is eighty ftadia (thi 
** ference ; on it is a tc 
^^ and round it feveral 
(d) gives the diftance 
he was miftaken. I 
and muft pronounce 
of Strabo. 

The ifle of Cafor 
fete of the Archip 
the Turks, but it 
caufe is has no f 
of beiqg made t 
Malt% as has 
once at Antip? 
of fortrefles. 
circumftance 

(h) Strabo, J 
(r) This pr 
ifland of Crete 
(^) Pliny, 




ON GREECE. lat 

that alone the tranquillity, happinefe, and li- 
berty ^ey enjoy. 

The day after we caft anchor, I was im- 
patient to go on fhore. The boat accordingly 
was launched, and we rowed toward the rocks 
which furround the ifland, but were at a lofs 
where to land. EVery part of the fhore was 
defended by dangerous fhoals, over which the 
foan>ing waves broke with great noife and 
violence. On whichever fide we caft our 
eyes, Cafos appeared inaccefUble, At length 
one of the inhabitants perceiving our embar- 
raffment, came down from the village, and 
pointed out to lis, by waving his handker-. 
chief, the place to which we fliould direft our 
courfe. We reached the place, after coafting 
about a league along the ifland. The ground 
here becomes lower, and forms a valley, at 
the extremity of which a fmall bafon has been 
dug for the reception of boats. The entrance 
is only twelve feet wide, and very difficult of 
accefs, as it mufl be pafTed through exactly in 
the middle. If the boat fhoul4 touch the fides, 
which are fharp rocks, it would be in great 
danger of being daihed to pieces. Add to 
this that, when we arrived before the entrance, 
4 violent fwell was ebbing out of it. The 

Cafiot 
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Cafiot called one of his countrymen, and 
placing themfelves on each fide, they Aade a 
fign to us to pull ftrong. As foon as our 
boat had entered the dangerous pafs, they 
guided it with long poles, to prevent it from 
ftriking againft the rocks, and thus condudted 
it into port. Through this paflage alone 
is it poffible to get on fhore in the ifland. 
The inhabitants might widen it if they chofe, 
but they prefer leaving it thus dangerous, 
fince while it remains fo, they are under Kttle 
apprehenfion from their enemies. 

The Cafiot, who had fhewn us the harbour, 
politely invited us to go up to the village, 
and we followed him with pleafure. I was 
dreffed in the French ftyle, with a fword, hat, 
and every other appurtenance of the drefs of 
my nation. The news of the arrival of 
ftrangers foon fpread, and the women and 
children came out of their houfes, and waited 
for us at the top of the hill. They fhewed a 
great deal pf curiofity, and examined us at- 
tentively. When we pafTed them, they all 
modeftly caft down their eyes. Among the 
crowd, there were fome very handfonle. Se- 
veral of them faluted us, wifhing us a good 
day, faying : " You are welcome !" ' and wc 

anfwered 
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anfwerfid them with the ufual eaftern cxpref- 
lion : *' May the day be happy for you and 
?' for your guefts !" 

The guide, who conduced us, was one of 
the principal inhabitants of the ifland. He 
prefled me to ftep into his houfe, and intro- 
duced me into a hall, which, though not 
magnificently furhiflied, was fufficiently pro- 
vided with every thing conducive to cleanli- 
nefs and convenience. Around it was a fopha. 
He feiated me pn a raifed bench^ and placed ' 
himfeif below, while broakfaft was preparing. 
Soon after, his wife and daughter appeared, 
with new-laid eggs, figs, and grapes. The 
girl ; bluftied at fight of a ftranger, whofe 
drefs mull, no doubt, appear to her very ex-- 
traordinary. Whilft we were breakfafting with 
a good appetite, and my hoft was pouring 
me out fome excellent wine in a large glafs, 
moft of the women of the village came to 
pay him a- Tiflt. They fainted us, and feated 
themfelves, without^ ceremony, round the 
apartment. They had been brought by cu- 
riofity, and foon began to whifper one ano- 
ther, aaid.make their remarks on the French- 
dreis. Europeans rarely l^nd in. this folitary 
ifland, and tlie inhabitants,^ accuilomed to£ee. 

nothing 
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nothing but bald heads, wrapped round with 
fhawls, long robes faftened with fafhes, and 
venerable beards, could not but view with 
atloniihment a foreigner with long plaited 
hair, without muftachios, and wearing a 
cocked hat, and fhort coat, that came no 
lower than his knees. They appeared greatly 
ftruck with the contraft, and a half fmile, 
which was fometimes vifible on their coun- 
tenances, was not improbably afignthey were 
employed in making fatyrical obfervations on 
the peculiarities of my habit, while I, on ray 
iide^ was no lefs amufed with them. My at- 
tention was efpecially engaged by two young 
females, who would have been acknowledged 
to be handfofbe, even in Paris. 

The leaft of the two had eyes full of fire, 
and fine black eyebrows, equally arched. Her 
complexion was rather brown, but her fea- 
tures extremely animated. Her cheeks, deli- 
cately rounded, were every ioflant adorned 
with frelh rofes. Her delicate little mouth 
feemed formed to fay charming things. When 
flic fmiled, teeth white as fnow agreeably 
contrafted the vermilion of her lips; and 
a moft enchanting vivacity animated her 
wl^ole countenance, which feemed to fparklc 

with 
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\vith wit and repartee. Her ebon locks fatt- 
ened, according to the manner of the country, 
to the crown of her head, fell negligently on 
a neck which feemed of poUfhed ivory, 
and terminated with a delightful fwell in the 
moft charming bofom ever feen. A boddice 
without fleeves, opening a little towards the 
top, aflbrded a glimpfe of the exadt propor- 
tion of her beautiful fhape. A robe of the 
whiteft and fineft cotton, edged with a purjdc 
border, four fingers wide, and elegantly enu 
broidered, defcended to her feet, and her waift 
was loofely girded by a fafli, which floated 
round her. 

The fecond difputed with her the palm of 
beauty. Her ftiape was more elegant, and her 
carriage more noble. Her eyes fhone with a 
foft languor, and feemed formed to infpire 
love and delight, while her long eye-lafhes, 
modeftly lowered, concealed their fplendor, 
as if fhe were afraid of betraying the fecrets 
of her foul. Her complexion was fairer, and 
her cheeks, lefs coloured, difplayed the lily 
flightly tindured with the rofe. Her fea- 
tures, though fcarcely fo expreffive as thofe 
of her companion, had more regularity, and 
were models of fymmetiy and juft proportion. 

At 
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At the firft glance, flie but juft appeared what 
jnay be called handfome, but on more mattire 
contideration, the perfedion of the whole of 
her beauties enforced the higheft admiration^ 
The charms of the former infpired a fudden 
joy, and it was impoffible to lock, on her 
without pleafure. Thofe of the latter made 
lefs impreffion at the firft view, but, on exa- 
mination, an irrefiftible attraftion forced 
every heart of fenfibility to pay her fmcereil 
homage. 

All the womeh, who honoured us with 
their prefence, were dreffed in the fame man- 
ner. They all wore the jacket, the fafli, and 
the long robe of cotton. The only difference 
confifted in the embroidery, which varied ac- 
cording to their different taftes, and in the 
manner of wearing their hair, which fome of i 
them fufFered to flow upon their fhoulders in 
one or more treflfes, while others fattened it 
to the crown of the head, letting it fall down 
again upon the neck. The two T have juft 
mentioned were not the only ones • who were 
handlbme, but their beauty appeared to me 
moft attrad:ive. 

You may pofCbly imagine, Madam, that| 
after the fad fcenes to which I had been for 

fome 
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fome dme ^cuftomed, mj imagination Waji 
inflamed at the fight of thefe lovely femalei, 
and that I hayq taken a pleafure in embelliihiag 
them. That may indeed be the cafe ; but If 
it be, the illqfion was of fome duration. I 
paffed eight days in the ifland, and would 
not wifh to dter a fmgle feature in the por- 
traits I have drawn. I have dcfcribed what 
I faw, and what I felt. I own to you, how- 
ever, that my fufprife was equal to my plea- 
fm-e. I expected to find on this rock, only 
miferable flaves, groaning under the oppreC- 
fions of the Turks ; inftead of which I met 
with a cheerful and happy people, who were 
fortunate enough to be able to preferve their 
liberty amid the defpotifm and tyranny with 
which they are furrounded. 

As foon as breakfaft was over, the ladies 
retired. My hoft conduced me into another 
apartment ; and, to infpire me with confidence 
in his countrymen, and efpecially in himfelf, 
he drew out of a cheft two certificates, figned 
by two captains, of Provence, which he de- 
fired me to read. The firll of thefe contained 
the following words : 

** Frenchmen, whom the tempcft may 
** throw upon this ifland, confide, in the in- 

" habitants. 
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^ halntants. I was fhipwrecked on thelb 
•* rocks, and they afibrded me cveiy fuccour 
** that men owe each other in (imilar mill. 
** fortunes." 

The other ran thus : ** I warn fuch of my 
'* countrymen, as chance may bring into the 
^' j^ du Gaze, to be upon thdr guards and 
^' put no confidence in the inhabitants. 
*• They are a fet of thieves and knaves, and 
** ftrangers have every thing to apprehend 
^ from their rapacity." 

I returned this fingular writing to my hoft 
with an air of fatisfiidion, telling him, I had 
no occafion for thefe teftimcnies, to convince 
me of his honefly. He locked it up carefully, 
thinking he polTeflred a treafure, and thb con- 
fidence gave me a favourable opinion of him. 
It was true, that he was ignorant of the con- 
tents, and that the fecond captain had deceived 
him, but I could not wifli to reOify his miftake 
in a thing on which he feemed to fet fo great a 
value : efpecially as this paper, at the worft, 
could only produce a falutary diflSdence in fuch 
as might read it. As for myfelf, I adhered to 
the firft teftimonial, and continued to live in 
familiarity with the Cafiois. The only pre- 
caution I took was, never to be feen without 

being 
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Ibcing well armed and attended by a fer-i 
V:ant; even this, however, was unneceflary, 
for I never experienced any thing from thefe 
people but the kindeft treatment* 

Defirous of obtaining fome knowledge of 
the ifland, I fet out from the village, and di* 
re£ted my courfe toward the higheft moun- 
lain, which I Reached in an hour's walk. 
From hence we may difcover Carpathus, 
which appears to be at no great diftance, 
and extends from eaft to weft. In front of 
the village, three little iflands fituated to the 
eaft, weft, and north, form the extenfive road 
in which our veflel lay at anchor. They 
are uncultivatedj and produce nothing but 
brambles. Below the hill from which I made 
my obfervatioris, ftands a fmall chapel fur- 
rounded by fig-trees* Here begin a chain 
of hills, that, bending into a femicircle, 
leave in the middle a plain of a league in cir- 
cumference, which has been cleared out by 
the inhabitants, with infinite l^our. They 
have torn up large pieces of rock, and re- 
moved heaps of ftones, with which they have 
formed the walls of the inclofiire. All this 
fpace h divided into compartments, and fhar- 
cd among the Cafiots. They fow barley and 

K wheat 
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wheat here at the commencement of die rainy 
feafon^ which lafts from OAober to Febniaiy. 
The rain is not continual in thefe months, 
but none falls in any other; the remainder 
of the year the air is pure and ferene, and 
both days and nights continually fine and 
clear. The heats are moderated by the 
fea breezes, and beneath fo beaudfnl a iky 
the inhabitants enjoy a delightful temperature^ 
and are almoft ftrangers to every kind of diP- 
eafe. The fides of the hills are covered with 
vineyards, the grapes of which produce a 
very agreeable trine. I could not help ad« 
miring the induftry with which thefe ifland- 
ers have been able to cultivate rocks, hardly 
covered with a few inches of earth, and re- 
joiced in the refledion that they were reccHn- 
penfed for their labours, and that the ifland 
. fuflSced for their fubfiftence. 

When I had fatisfied my curiofity, I retum*- 
ed to the houfe of my hoft, where they were 
wfflting for me to dine. A hen, with rice, new- 
laid eggs, excellent pigeons, fome cheefe, and 
a glafs'of good wine, made me amends for 
the miferable repafts I had made on board. 
The men dined together, feated in a circle 
on the carpet^ and the women in a feparatc 

apart^ 
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a}>artment. This is the cuftom, and, though 
uot in the French tafte, I was obliged to con^ 
form to it« Towards the end of our meal the 
cup was circulated from hand to hand« The 
company drank to me, wiping me a pro« 
Iperous voyage ; and I returned the compli« 
ment) by drinking health and happinefs to 
the people of Gafos. The guefts were begin- 
ning to grow merry, when the found of 
mufical inftruments made us rife from table» 
About twenty young girls, drefled all in 
white, with flowing robes, and plaited locks, 
entered the apartment, aifd with them a 
young man who played on the lyre, which he 
accompanied with his voice* Several of them 
were handfome^ all healthy and lively^ and 
there were among themfome who even rivalled 
the two belles I have already defcribed* I muft 
own. Madam, that this fcene appeared to 
me enchanting. The uniform* drefs of thcfe 
nymphs, the modefty which heightened their 
charms, their becomingbafhfulnefs, their joyous 
but decent merriment, all contributed to make 
me almoft imagine myfelf fuddenly tranf- 
ported to the ifland of Calypfo. They began 
to range themfelves in a ring, and invited' me 
to dance« I did not wait for many entree- 
K 2 - ^es 
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ties. The arcle we formed is fingular from 
the manner in which it is interwoven : the 
dancer does riot give his hand to the tvvo 
perfons next him, but to thofe next them, 
fo that you have your hands croffed before 
your neighbours, who are thus locked, as it 
tvere, in the links of a double chain. This inter- 
weaving is not without pleafure, for reafons by 
tio means difficult to underftand. In the mid- 
dle of the circle flood the mufician, who 
flayed and fang at the fame time, while all 
the daricers kept €xa£l time in advancing, re* 
treating, of turning round him. For myfelf, 
1 followed where my partners led me, my 
tnind being lels occupied with the dance than 
with the charming females who compofed it. 
The nefxt day I to6k a view of the vil- 
• lage. It confifts of about a hundred houfes, 
each of them inhabited by a fmgle family: 
they are all of ftone, built very ftrong : 
and contain^ in general, two or three lower 
farlourS, with i couple of rooms above. 
Each houfe has its oven, and cittern, cut out of 
the rock. The latter are filled during the rainy 
feafbn, ^nd the water is preferved in them 
pure fltnd limpid.- Befides this, a hundred 
4 ' paces 
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paces below the village is a fine fpring, which 
flows the whole year. 

I entered feveral houfes, where I found 
the women employed in fpinning, and em- 
broidering, and fome in making the fine li- 
nens which they wear. Their frames are 
fmall, but well contrived, and they work 
with a great deal of flrill. I every where 
met with adivity, induftry, and neatnefs. 
I afterwards paid vifits to feverjal Df the 
^rls I danced with the day before, and 
was received very favourably. I entered 
into converfation . with them, and inquired 
why fo many pretty women were to be 
feen in the ifland, and fo few men, for I 
had only met with five or fix. They an- 
fwered that, during the fpring, the fumme^, 
and part of autumn, the men were out at 
fea. " They trade,*' fald they, *^ to differ- 
** ent iflands of the Archipelago, and re- 
** turn from time to time, to bring their 
*^ families the provifions they may (land in 
•' need of, but only pafs the winter with 
" them. They fow the land in November, 
" get in the harveft in March, and, immedi- 
** ately afterward, return to fea. The pro- 
^^ duce of the iiland not being fufficient for 

K3 ^*the 
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^ the maintcnanct of its inhaUtants, they 
^ are forced to fedi fup[dies fitmi other coun- 
^ tries, with the affiftance of which, if we 
^^ are not rich, we live at kaft in a comfort- 
^* able mediocrity. The boys accompany 
^ their Others, and become iailors : while 
^ they are abfent, we fpin cotton as you fee, 
^ and weave a part of it for their dothii^ 
^ and our own« 

In thefe vifits I could not but admire the 
regularity and vrifdom of this little republic, 
the peace and harmony that rdgned among 
its members, and, above all, that cheerfulneis 
and content, which was fo vifiUe in thdr 
countenances. Happy people! (aid I to my- 
felf ; ambition and intrigue trouble not your 
tranquillity ; the thirft of gold hath not cor- 
rupted your manners; the quarrels, diflenfions, 
and crimes with which it hath covered 
the earth, are to you unknovnu Here no 
citizen, proud of his titles, or his wealth, 
tramples un-ler foot his humble country men ; 
no cringing valet flatters the vices ot his 
mailer ; man ii equal to man, nor does the 
Cafiot blufh, or abafe himfelf before the Ca- 
fiot. Refpcft and fliutual efteem unite you. 
Your enjoyments confift in the pure pleafures 

which 
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which nature offers to all her children, and 
your happinefs is founded on the durable ba« 
iis of mediocrity and equality ! 

The refpeA I owe to truth, however, ob* 
liges me to confefs that, in a private converfa- 
tion with fome of thefe handfome Cafiot girls, 
I drew a flattering pidure of the happy lot of 
the ladies of France. I reprefented them as 
elegantly dreffed, adorned with goldf, (ilk, and 
diamonds ; conveyed in fuperb carriages from 
fliow to fhow, and from entertainment to en- 
tertainment, furrounded by sidmirers only at- 
tentive to give them pleafure, and wholly oc- 
cupied with their amufements, and a fucccf- 
fion of new delights. I had only pourtraycd 
the rofes of a life apparently fo delicious^ 
and my admiring hearers feemed enchanted 
with my defcription. They fighed, regretted 
their condition, and, defpifmg the humbler 
pleafures to which they were born, could 
have wiQied to have been tranfported inftantly 

to France. So natural is it to the human 

/ 

heart to quit the happinefs it enjoys for the 
brilliant chimeras of imagination. 

Another day I paid a vifit to two fiflers 
•who were faid to be very amiable. Melan- 
choly reigned in their houfe, and fighs ef- 
K 4 caped 
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cdped them amid their occupations. The 
eldeft, who was about eighteen, was tall, well 
made, and had a very pleafing countenance. 
She had not been at the balL A deep grief 
caft a veil over her beauty, and hex cheeks 
had loft almoft all their colour. A dying 
flame (hone languidly in her eyes, and tears 
feemed' ready to ftart. How much was I af- 
feifted ! Her younger fitter fhared in her for- 
rows, and refembled a flower which, growing 
in the fhade, receives not the beneficent rays 
of the fun, but languifhes at its opening. I 
could have v^fhed to confole thefe aflflifted 
charmers ; but I had no claim whatever on 
their hearts^ and, in fo fliort a time, could not 
infpire them with fuflicient confidence to be 
permitted to dry up their tears. I knew that 
one of them had juft loft a hufband, whom fhe 
tenderly loved. I was told that they were the 
handfomeft couple in the ifland, and united 
by the pureft afiedion ; but that, after having 
been married only a month, the unfortunate 
man was ihip wrecked, and 'perifhed in the 
{cd. " He is the more to be lamented," added 
my informers, " as he had not attained his 
^* tv/entieth year. The younger of thefe 
** amiable girls, tenderly attached to her lifter, 

" par- 
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** participates fincerely in her grief. This, 
** however, is not the only caufe of her me- 
" lancholy ; Ihe is fixteen, and not yet mar- 
*' ried ; and, in this country, men are fcarce ; 
** the fea devours a great number of them, 
** and, therefore, many of our poor girls rc- 
*^ main without hufbands." 

This explained to me the reafon why in 
Candia, and in feveral other cities, I have 
frequently met with Cafiot girls, who have 
voluntarily forfaken their country. Thefe 
young females, having neither protestors, 
friends, nor relations, are obliged to feek a 
maintenance by fervice. Their innocence is 
cxpofed to great dangers, and, frequently, led 
aftray by example, or feduced by the tempta* 
tions wealth ever has it in its power to offer, 
they embrace a life of licentioufnefs and de- 
bauchery. I have feen many of them, who 
had entirely forgotten the manners of their 
ifland, and totally loft that modefty, and in- 
genuoufnefs, which conftitute the lovelieft 
charm of their countrywomen. 

During my flay at Cafos, a bark arrived, 
laden with rice, melons, pomegranates, and 
various fruits. Immediately almpft all the 
women haftened down the hill with the 

greatefl; 
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greateft impatience ; fome to meet a hufband, 
others a father, a brother, or a friend. I 
never witnefled llronger expreflions of joy 
and tendernefs; they embraced them with 
tranfport, prefled them to their bofoms, and 
thanked Heaven for once mcnre reftoring them 
to their anxious wifhes. Every token of the 
moft heartfelt joy, every expreilion of the 
tenderefl love, was laviflxed on both fides. 
The fcene was indeed moft affeding. Thefe, 
faid I to myfelf, are the ancient Greeks; 
fuch was their lively ima^nation, ever ready 
to take fire, and fuch the cxquifite fenfibility, 
which diilinguifhed them from all the na- 
tions of the earth. This rock has prcferved 
them from the Turkifh yoke, and they have 
retained their ancient character. 

The afternoon of this memorable day was 
dedicated to pleafure. The Caiiot captain gave a 
little ball, and I accepted of his invitation. The 
hall was filled with a number of lively girls, 
with their trefles perfumed, and drefled in their 
handfomeft boddices, their beft embroidered 
faflies, and their whiteft gowns. Various 
rounds, fuch as I have before defcribed, were 
formed. Two lyres, and fingers placed on a 
raifed feat, animated the motions of the 

dancers, 
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dancers, and pleafure fparkled in every eye. 
The young men who had juft arrived took 
their places at the fide of their wives or mi£* 
treflesy clafped them round the waift in danc- 
ingy and felt the palpitation of their hearts, 
while joy beamed in every face* The young 
Greek females^ with downcaft eyes, j^ndea- 
voured to conceal the pleafure they felt ; but 
their blufhes, and their heaving bofoms, fuffi* 
ciently fhewed who were the objeds of their 
affedion. How great the pleafure of this 
fimple recreation ! Each motion gave a new 
fenfation of delight. Our artificial dances may 
be infinitely more graceful,elegant, or majeftic; 
but how cold are they when compare^ to this 
joyous round ! In thofe vanity alone is gra« 
tified ; in tjiefe heart fpeaks to heart, by a 
look, a fmile, and, above every thing, by the 
touch. All-wife Nature has implanted the 
means of happinefs within ourfelves. The 
rich man flatters hitnfelf he fhall obtain it amid 
the brilliant companies he afiembles, and, by 
difplaying pomp and magnificence, endea* 
TOUTS to purchafe it with gold. Alas ! knows 
he not that this inconftant divinity flies the 
importunity of oftentation, difdains a bribe, 
and contemns the pride and vanity of wealth ! 

The 
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The wefterly winds have detained us eight 
days in the road of Cafos, and I thank Hea- 
ven for their continuance. I have vifited 
countries, on which Uberal Nature has lavifhed 
all her treafures. I have feen others wiiere 
tyrants have compelled her to refrain her 
bounties, and every where have found nations 
unhappy, not by their own fault, not by the 
fterility of the foil, but by the vices of the 
government to which they are fubjedt. In 
the midft of flaves crouching beneath the Ot- 
toman yoke, I have found a rock, only three 
leagues in circumference, on which the Turk 
dares not fet his foot, and inhabited by a free 
and happy people. There each father of a 
family is a fovereign within his own houfe; 
he decides every difference, and his decrees 
are laws, which cannot but be equitable, fince 
they are only difkated'by paternal tendernefs. 
When any difputes arife, the priefts and the 
old men aflemble and decide them j but dif- 
putes cannot be frequent among citizens, > 
who are all equal and alike unacquainted 
w^ith poverty or riches. All the members of 
this little fociety are employed; and I have feen 
the Jiajidlomeft of their women go down 
into the valley, to wafh their linen at the 

fountain J 
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fountain, as in the days of Homer. They 
cheer their labours , with a fong ; nor do they 
imagine themfelves difgraced by their humble 
employment. It is only in countries where 
the rich can purchafe fervice from the hands 
of the poor, that they blufh to make ufe of 
their own. 

Travellers, who have made obfervations on 
the charader of the Greeks under the Ottomaa 
yoke, juftly reproach them with hypocrify, per- 
fidy, andmeannefs. Tbefe vices are not inherent 
in their nature, but are the confequence of the 
fervitude in whichthey live. The inhabitants 
of Cafos are alfo Greeks ; but, enlightened, 
and warmed, by a ray of liberty, they poflefe 
induftry, fenfibility, and integrity. Send them 
a Cadi, a Pacha, or a Mouteveli, they will be- 
come as perfidious, and corrupt as the reft of 
their nation. From this obfervation we may 
be convinced of the firft and moft facred of po- 
litical truths J that, in general, man is virtuous 
in proportion as he preferves his liberty and 
natural rights, and that as he is deprived of 
thefe, he becomes vicious and degenerate. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

♦ 

LET- 
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LETTER XVIL 

To M* L. M. 

Candia* 

\^ U R ftay in the road of Cafos is at an 
end. The captain^ impatient to be gonei 
weighed anchor on the firft appearance of good 
weather. It feems as if the wind, wearied 
with finding him flill at fea, had at length de- 
termined to condudl him to the place of his 
deftination, for it blew right abaft, and car- 
ried us rapidly towards Standjia ; in lefs than 
a day we have pafled the further point of the 
iiland, and got fafe into the harbour. We 
arrived exactly in time, for fcarcely was the 
anchor down, before the wefterly wind refum* 
ed its fway, and the fea became furious : a 
quarter* of an hour later, and we fhould have 
been forced to return to Cafos, which will not 
foon be effaced from my memory. 

Dia, now called Standia, is four leagues 

diftant from the city of Candia. It is abfo^ 

lutely barren; we meet with neither vil- 

7 lages 
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lages nor inhabitants. Thebriars, thorns^ and 
brambles, that cover the rocks, fenre as food 
for the wild goats, which are found there in 
great numbers : they run with ftich fwiftnefs 
among the precijpices, that it is almoft impoC- ^ 
fible to approach them. We have given chace 
to feveral without fuccefs. 

Standia has three ports at which veflels 
touch, that are laden for Candia. From the 
fummit of the mountain we difcovered the 
town I but the fea was fo rough that no boat 
would venture to releafe us from otn: prifon ; 
the fecond day after our arrival, however, a re* 
folute Turk came off to us in a little fkiff. He 
told us that our arrival had been long expeded: 
that they had feen us beating off the coaft, and 
were apprehenfive we had perifhed. The bad 
weather ftill continued, and detained us oii 
the defert rocks of Standia; but at length, 
on the fourth day, a boat came for us, and 
conveyed us to Candia, about two months 
after our departure from Alexandria. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 



144 LETTERS 

LETTER XVIII. 

* To M. L. M. 

Candia* 

As ofteti^ Madam, as the curious inquirer, 
excited by the defire of knowledge, endea- 
vours to inveftigate the origin of ancient na- 
tions, mythology firft prefents him with godi 
and heroes, for the moft part emblematical The 
fabulous hiftory of every celebrated people 
always precedes their more authentic annals* 
This is lefs intereftiug to us, who with all 
our labours can only conjedufe the truth 
through the veil of allegory, but was of much 
more importance to the ancients. Though 
the multitude faw nothing in it but a^facred 
theology, to which they were obliged implicitly 
to fubmit their reafon, the philofophers, ini- 
tiated in thefe myfteries, difcovered in them 
the opinions of learned men on the formation 
of the univerfe, aftronomy, phyfics, and na-* 
tural hiftory* 

Before we take a furvey of the ifle of Can- 
dia, let us firft. Madam, with your permif- 
fion, vifit the ancient Crete. The informa- 
tion this will procure us will guide us on 

our 
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our way, and ferve to explain many fads, 
the origin of which would otherwife be un- 
known to us. It is only by comparing the 
paft with the prefent, that we can be enabled 
to form a juft idea of this famous country. 
I am aware, Madam, that it is become almoft 
ridiculous to fpeak of the ancients, and that 
it is the faftiion, either to extol them to the 
Ikies, or to depreciate them without meafure j 
but reafon obfervies a juft medium, and weighs 
Men's actions in an equal balance ; fhe makes 
no diftinftion of ages nor of perfons, but 
admires, or condemns, with impartiality, what^ 
ever merits eulogium or cenfure* 

The Cretan mythologifts, quoted by Dio-r 
dorus Siculus (^), fay, that the firft inhabit- 
ants of their ifland were the Idean Dadyli, 
who lived near Mount Ida (J^ ; they were 
confidered as magicians, from their pofleffing 
various kinds of knowledge, and efpecially 

(/) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. 

(/} Other writers make them come* from Mount Ida 
in Phrygta. They are not agreed, why they received the 
name pf Da£lyli. Diomedes the grammarian fays, it 
was given them on account of the fkill with which they 
moved their fingers, or becaufe they invented the metri-^ 
cal foot, called the Dactyl, or becaufe they were ten in 
number, &c. 

L the 
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the fcience of the facred myfteries {g). Or- 
pheus, fo celebrated for poetry and mufic, was 
their difciple. They difcovered the ufe of 
fire, and the art of working iron and copper 
in Mount Berecynthus, near Aptera (A). 
Thefe valuable inventions obtained them di- 
vine honours. One of them, named Her- 
cules, rendered himfelf famous by his cou- 
rage and heroic adHons. He inftituted the 
Olympic games; and it is only from the fimi- 
larity . of the name, that pofterity attributed 
this inftitution to the fon of Alcmcna, who 
trod indeed in the fteps of his predeccflbr, 
and, like him, became immortal. 

(/) The Idean Dadyli gave rife to the 

Curetes. 

(g) The name of magician was anciently not odi- 
ous. It did not convey with it the idea of knavery 
and impofture, which has fince been annexed to it. 
Thofe were called magicians who, inftru£led in the facred 
myfteries, underftood die fenfc of allegories, and dif- 
covered natural truths, concealed under the emblems of 
fable. The Telchin?* at Rhodes, the Daftyli of Crete, 
the Egyptian priefts, and Mofes himfelf, were accounted 
magicians. 

(h) Strabo, who makes the TelchineS pafs from Crete 
into the ifland of Rhodes, fays, that they firft brought 
thither the art of working metals, 

(i) Others confider them as the children of the Earth. 

Strabo 
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Curetes. The latter at firft inhabited the 
forefts, caverns, and mountains : they af- 
terwards taught men to dwell in houfes, and 
contributed to civilize them by their inftitu- 
tidns. They inftruded them to colled flocks 
of fheep, to tame wild animals, and make 
them fubfervient to their wants, and to profit 
by the labour of bees, by keeping them in 
hives. They taught them the ufe of the bow, 
and formed them to the chace. They forged 
the fword, and were the inventors of military 
dances* The noife they made in dancing, 
armed, prevented Saturn .from hearing the 
cries of Jupiter, whofe education had been in- 
trufted to them by Rhea. Affifted by the 
nymphs, they brought up the god in a cave of 
Mount Ida, feeding him with the milk of the 
goat Amalthea (>J), and the honey of their 

bees. 

At 

Strabo fays, that the name of Curetes was given them 
from the care they took of the infancy of Jupiter, 
lib. X. 

(i) Ladantius, lib. i. cap. 22, fays, ^^Didymus relates, 
** that Meliffeus, king of Crete, was the firft who facrificed 
^* to the gods ; that he introduced new rites and pompous 
<^ ceremonies ; that he had two daughters, Amalthea and 
** MeliiTa, and that they nouriflicd the infant Jupiter 
L 2 "with 
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At this period the Cretan mythology placet 
. the birth of the Titans, who dwelt near toCnof^ 
fus, where the palace of Rhea was f o be feen^ 
their expeditions over the whole earthy their 
war againft Ammon, who was defended by 
Bacchus, the nuptials of Jupiter and Juno, 
celebrated near the river Therenus in Crete, 
and the gods, goddefTes, and heroes, to whom 
they gave birth. 

The moft illuftrious of thefe heroes were 
Minos and Rhadamanthus (/) : they are faid 
to have been the fons of Jupiter and * Europa, 
who had been brought into the ifland upon 
a bull. Minos having become Idng, built fe- 
veral cities, the moft confiderable of which 
were Cnoffus, on the coaft oppofite Afia, 
Pharflus on the fouth fide, and Cydon on 
the weft, fronting Peloponnefus. He infti- 
tuted admirable laws, which he feigned to 
have received from Jupiter, in a cave of Mount 
Ida. 

Rhadamanthus diftinguiihed himfelf by the 
juftice of his judgments, and by the feverity 

" with goat's milk and honey.'^ This is &e reafon, per- 
haps, why the poets have faid^ that the goat Amalthea fed 
Jupiter. 

(/) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. 

with 
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"with which he punifhed offenders. He 
reigned over feveral large iflands, and almofl 
the whole coaft of Ada, which fubmitted to 
his fceptre, on account of the reputation he 
had acquired for juftice. The mythologifts 
have made him judge of the infernal regions,^ 
to determine on the fate of the virtuous and the 
wicked, and have decreed him the fame ho- 
nours as to Minos, the moll juft of kings (/w). 
Thi^s far I have followed the Cretan tradi- 
tions, as preferved by Diodorus; but hiftorians 
9xe not agreed among themfelves. . There arc 
^ multitude of opinions concerning the firft 
inhabit^ints of Crete. Strabo(«), who has 
learnedly difcufTed them, after feveral pages, 
fays: "I am not fond of fables, yet I 
" have entered into a long detail of thefe, , 
** becaiife they have relation to theology. 
** When we treat of the gods, we ought to 
" weigh ancient opinions, and diftinguifh them 
" from fables. The ajftcients delighted in 

(m) Rhadamanthus was a juft man, inftru£led by Mi- 
nos, not in the whole art of government, but in the part 
of the royal adminiftration which concerns juftice j henCe 
he received the name of the juft judge. Plato de Mi- 
noide. 

(»} Strabo, lib. x. 

L 3 ** throwing 
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" throwing a veil over their knowledge of 
*' nature. It is not poffible to explain all their 
** enigmas ; but, by placing the numerous aU 
** legories they have left us in a full light, by 
** examining with attention in what they re-y 
*' femble each other, and ia what they differ^ 
•' we may, by comparifon, arrive at truth." 

Let us quit mythology, and inquire what 
hiftory has left us of greateft certainty, re- 
fpeding the different inhabitants of Crete. 
This celebrated ifland received its name from 
Cres, the firft of its kings (o). He was the 
author of many ufeful difcoveries, which con-s 
tributed to the happinefs of his people (^), 
who, in gratitude to their benefadtor, and to 
prcferve the memory of his benefits, immor- 
talized his name, by beftowing it on their 

iflaad(^). 

To 

(p) Eufebius in Ghron. Crcs, a native, was the firft 
who reigned in Crete, and gave it his name. It was faid 
that he was one of the Curetes who concealed and nou- 
riflied Jupiter.— Ifid, Orig. lib. xiv. c. 6. This ifland 
lyas called Crete, from one Cretes, who dwelt there.—* 
Cedrenus. Crete received its name from Cretes, who 
was king of the ifland p 

(p) Diod, Sic. lib. v- 

(f ) Stephen of Byzantium, who reports the opinions of 
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(r) To diftinguifh the native Cretans from 
foreigners, they were called Eteo Cretans, Nu- 
merous colonies fettled in the ifland from all 
parts of Greece, invited by the beauty of the 
climate, and the fertility of the foil. The 
Lacedemonians, Argives, and Athenians, were 
the principal dates who fent colonics thi- 
ther (j). This made Homer fay, *' (/) Crete 
*' is a large ifland, in the midft of a ftormy 
" fea. The foil is rich and fertile. It con- 
** tains an innumerable people, and is adom- 
^* ed by a hundred cities. Its inhabitants 
** fpeak various languages. We there find 
** Acheans, the brave Eteocretx, Cydonians, 
*' Dorians, and the divine Pelafgi." The 
Eteocretans inhabited the fouthem part of the 
ifland, where they founded the city of Praefus, 
and ereded a temple to Jupiter Didaeus (u). 

the ancients refpefling this ifland, fays, it was fo named 
from Cores^ or CretuSy fon of Jupiter and the nymph Ida, 
or Critdy one of the Hefperides, &c. but he adds, that 
the beft derivation is from Cres^ one of its inhabitants. It 
had many other names, unneceflary to repeat in this 
place. 

(r) Euftat. in Iliad. 

(5) Scylax inPeriplo. Dicaearchiis de V it, Grace. 

(0 Odyff. lib. xix. 

{u) Strabo, lib, x. 

I4 4 Cres 
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Cres was not the only monarch /who 
reigned over the ifland of Crete } he had fuc- 
ceflbrs, but we can obtain little inform- 
ation concerning ihem from hiftory; we 
only find the names of fome of thefe kings, 
and a few events, intermixed with fabulous 
accounts, which happened under others {v). 

Among 

(v) The following are the names of thefe kings, as 
coIIe£led by Murtius, in his learned diflertation on the 
ifland of Crete. 

Jupiter, the firft, 

Cr£s, who gave name to the ifland. 

Ammok, who, after reigning in Lib)ra, came to Crete, 
and married the daughter of Cres. He was the prince 
whom Bacchus defended againft the Titans. 

Melisseus, whofe daughters brought up Jupiter. 

Jupiter 11. who was brought up by the Curetc** 
After him is a great chafm. 

Cecrops, 

Cydon. 

Apteras, who built the city of Aptcra. 

Lapes, or Lapithas. 

Teutamus, who took pofleflHon of the ifland at the 
head of the Dorians and Pelafgians. 

Asterius, who efpoufed Europa, carried off by Ju- 
piter, and adopted her children. 

Minos I. the adopted fon of Afterius, who died with- 
out children. He married Itona, daughter of Lycaftus, 
and had by her Lycafta* 

Lycastus, 
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Among thefe fovereigns we find two Ju- 
piters, and two of the name of Minos. 
Writers in general, however, confound thefe, 
and attribute adlions to one only, which fhould 
be fhared between the two. This obfervation 
is particularly true of Minos, whom anti* 
quity celebrates as the wifeft of legiflators. 
The place afligned him in the infernal 
re^ons is a very unequivocal teftimony of 
the glorious reputation he had acquired by 
his juftice. ** It is not without reafon,'* fays 
Plato, " that Greece has adopted the laws of 
** Crete, fmce they are founded on thofe 
*' folid principles which cannot but render 
the people who are fubjed: to them flou- 
rifliing and happy (x).'' One of his laws 






Lycastus, who erpoufed Ida, daughter of a Cosy- 
bant, and had by her Minos the fecond. 

Minos II. who married Pafiphae, daughter of the 
fun» He had two other wives and feveral children* 

Deucalion, fon and fbcceflbr of the fecond Minos^ 
and different from the fon of Prometheus. He efpoufed 
Phaedra, fifter'of Thefeus. 

Catreus, brother of Deucalion. He buih die city 
of Catrea. 

Idomensus, grandfon of Minos. He, together with 
Merion, conduced eighty (kips to the fiege of Troy, 
(Here ends this incomplete lift.) 

{x) Plato, de Legibus, lib. i. 

was 
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was cxprcflcd in thefe words: Let the 
Cretans never drink together to intoxication. 
The following was well calculated to check 
the prefumptuous ardour of youth (^). " Let 
^^ not the young men mdulge an indifcreett 
^* curiofity refped:ing the laws ; let them not 
^ examine whether the legiflator did right 
** or wrong to enadl them ; but let them 
** exclaim with one voice, Thy are goodj 
*• becaufe they proceed from the Gods. If any of 
** the old men difcover in them abufes pro- 
** per to be reformed, let him addrefs him- 
** felf to a magifbrate, or difcufs^ the fubjedl 
•^ with his equals, but never in prefence of 
** young people." 

(%) Thefe admirable laws were engraven on 
tables of brafs,andTalos, the minifter of Minos, 
vifited the towns and cities three times every 
year, to feethey were properly obferved(tf). 

The king of Crete, well knowing how ne- 
ceflary the marvellous is to gain credit with 
the multitude, pretended that he had received 

()^) Plato, deMinoide. 

{%) Cicero, Tufcuh lib. ii. fays, the laws of Crete 
given by Minos, or Jupitar, or, as the poets tell us, by 
Jiis advice, are a fource of inftruclion for youth. 

(<?) Plato, de Minoide, 

3 , them 
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them from Jupiter his father, in a cave 
of Mount Ida. In the fame manner Ly- 
curgus, before he publiflied his laws, repaired 
to Delphi, and declared that he received them 
iprom Apollo. Thus Numa afcribed his in- 
ftitutions to the nymph Egeria, and Ma- 
homet his religious effufions to the angel 
Gabriel. 

Oa thf other hand, the ancients defcribe 
Minos as a prince who was the flave of his 
paffions, and a barbarous conqueror! Hav- 
ing become enamoured of the nymph Dic- 
tynna, who refifted his defires, he purfued 
Jier to the extremity of the ifland, and forced 
her to precipitate herfelf into the fea, wh^re 
(he was faved by fome fifliermen, who i^e- 
ceived her in their nets. He was thefirft 
p£ the Greeks who appeared on the Medi- 
terranean at the head of a powerful fleet (b). 
He made a conqueft of the Cyclades, whence 
he expelled the Carians, and having fettled 
colonies there, committed the government 
pf theni to hi? fpns(c). 

(^) Strabo, lib. X. Ariftot. Polit. lib. ii. Dipdorus 
Siculus, lib. V. Plin. lib. vii. cap. 56. 
^c^^liucyiiicsj \ih.u 

Having 
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Having learnt, during his ft^ • 
that his fon Androgens was ^ i 
he declared war againft -Sg 
cd on him the fhameful tr 
Thefeus delivered his coun^ 
up arms againil Nifus, 
made him prifoner, by- 
daughter Scylla, and p 
gether with Megareus f 
nes^ who had brought 
lus, againft whom he i 

ing of moving fo ij \ 

ployed all the reP 
efcape from his n 
Sicily, gained the f 
and obtained a I 

Valerius Flaccus 
tical defcriptioT \ 

*^ Daedalus, bee 

{d) Apollbdoni 
death of his fon . 

the Graces, he 
head, and quit 
facrifice. To 

inhabitants of i 

out a crowr 

(0 Valcr 
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•* felf from Mount Ida, with refounding wings* 
^' Near him flew his companion on ihorter 
** pinions; they refembled a cloud rifing 
^' into the air. Minos feeing his vengeance 
*' fruftrated, trembled with rage ; his eyes 
** were wearied with vainly following the 
*' fugitives through the immenfity of fpace ; 
^' and the guards returned to Gortyna, 
>* with their quivers filled with arrows.'* 
The king of Crete, however, did not fo eafily 
give up his prey j he equipped a fleet, pur- 
fued him into Sicily (y), and perifhed be- 
fore the walls of Camicus. 

It is evident «that thefe actions but ill be- 
came a juft fovereign, who merited to be 
a judge in the ihades, and pronounce the ever- 
lafting dqftiny of the virtuous and the wick- 
ed. We may reafonably conclude, therefore, 
that Minos, the legiflator, was k different per- 
fon from Minos the conqueror ; that it was 
the elder Minos who acquired an immor- 
tal reputation for wifdom andjuftice; and 
Minos the fecond, who conquered the great- 
er j/att of the iflands of the Archipelago, 

(/} Hygin, Fab. 44t Paufanias, in Achaicis. 
• * but 
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but who, unable to govern bis paffions, tar« 
Biibed his glory by cruelty and revenge. 

lihall lay nothing, here, Madam, of Pafiphae, 
Thefeus, Ariadne, or the Minotaur. Their 
hiftory is conncfted with that of the Laby- 
rinth, and will naturally follow, when I fliall 
have occafion to mention that famous pri- 
foh, which was the work of Daedalus, and 
which had nearly become his tomb. Be- 
fore I conclude this letter, however, I ihall 
add a few words concerning Idomeneus, 
the laft king of Crete. 

I have faid, that this prince, accompanied 
by Merion (^), conducted eighty veffels to 
the affiftance of Agamemnon. Homer has 
immortalized the exploits by which he dif* 
tinguifhed himfdf before the walls of Troy* 
At his departure, he committed the go- 
vernment of his ftates to Leucus(i&) his 
adopted fon, and promifed him the hand of 
his daughter Clifithera in marriage, if he 
ruled with wifdom during his abfence. 

This ambitious youth foon forgot the fa- 
vours that had been lavifhed on him. Having 

(g) This Merion was the fon of Molus, uncle of Ido- 
meneus. 
(A) Quintus Smyrneus, • , 

gained 
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gained a great number of partizans^ be af- 
pired to the crown, nor would his impa* 
tience allow him to wait till a legitimate 
marriage placed it on his head. Finding the 
king was long in returning, and flattqring 
himfelf, perhaps, that he would fall in battle, 
he refolved to mount the throne. Mida(i)> 
the wife of Idomeneus, and the princefs 
Clifithera, were impediments to his projedt. 
But ambition knows no bounds, and hefitates 
not to violate the mofi facred law^s« The 
ufurper having feduced the people, and 
gained over fome of the principal perfons^ 
murdered thefe unhappy vidims in the temple; 
and when Idomeneus, crowned with laurels, 
landed on the coaft of Crete, Leucus, who 
made all around him tremble at his power, 
purfued him with an army, and forced him 
to return to his fhips. I know indeed that 
the flight of Idomeneus is diflferently related* 
Servius [k) fays, that he had vowed, in a 
ftorm, to facrifice to the Gods whatever 
he fhould firft meet, on his arrival on the 
coaft ; that his fon being the firft, he flew 

(i) Johannes Tzetzes. 

(i) Servius, in En^id. lib* li^ 

him J 
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him(/); and a plague happening immedi^ 
ately after, the inhabitants confidered this ca« 
lamity as the confequence of divine venge- 
ance, and expdled the murderous father; 
who left Crete, and founded Salentum on the 
coaft of Meflapia (/!»). This opinion feems 
to me deilitate of foundation. Hiftory does 
not inform us that Idomeneus had a fon. 
If he had male offspring of his own blood, 
why ihould he have adopted Leucus? Or 
why have committed to him die government 
of the ifland, with a promife of his daughter*s 
hand ? I (hbuld rather be inclined to think, 
that he brought the plague with him in 
his (hips, from the fiege of ^ Troy, as Hero- 
dotus affert8(«), and that Leucus artfully 
availed himfelf of this pretext to procure the 
banifhment of his lawful fovereign. It fhould 
feem> however, as if the ufurper did not long, 

(/) Fenelon has followed this tradltioii, in bis iixi* 
mortal work, which has done fo much honour to France, 

{m) Virgil, Eneid. lib. iii. It is faid, the hero Idome- 
neus, driven from the throne of his ancefto^, has fled 
far from his country. — ^Idomeneus of Ly<Sos (a city of 
Crete) covers with his troops the fields of Salentum. 

(n) Herodotus, lib. vii* 

enjoy 
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LETTER XIX. 

To M. L. M. 

J, T now remans for me. Madam, to give 
you fome account of the republic oi Crete, 
which has been honoured with the eulo- 
gium of Plato ; which Lycurgus took for 
his model (o) in the inftitutions he framed 
for Lacedsemon, and which was admired 
and celebrated through all Greece: Strabo 

(o) «« Lycurgusy retiring into Cr«tc, fought the friend- 
'^ {hip of Thales, the poet and legiflatoF ; from him he 
^ learnt the metrical rhythmus in which Rhadsimanthus 
^* and Minos delivered the laws they profefled to have 
•* received from Jupiter. He next travelled into Egypt, 
^ and ftudied the inftitutions of that people. Some 
*^ addy that he repaired to Chio, where he converfed with 
*^ Homer. On his return to his country^ he found 
*^ his nephew Charilaus on the throne, and then em- 
^^ ployed himfelf in forming his new code of laws ; but, 
^ previous to their publication, went to pafs fome time 
^ at Delj^i, after which he declared he had received them 

** from Apollo The laws of Lycurgus are en-» 

!« tirely fxmilar to. thofc of Crete." Strabo, lib. x. 

has 



ON GREECE. 163 

has thought an account of it not unworthy his 
pen, and has prtferved its leading^ features in 
his iiftmortal wbrk. You will, doubtlefs, be 
ftriick with their fmgularity. You will dif- 
cover a prodigious difference between the 
principles oil which this ancient republic was 
foundtd, and thofe of the greateft part of 
inodern governments. But you will fee with 
pleafure a legiflation whofe fole objed it was 
to fow the feeds of virtue in the heart of 
infancy^ and to nourifli them in youth ; to 
infpire into the ripened man the love of his 
country, of glory and of liberty, and to con- . 
foie old age by the efteem and reverence due 
to its wifdom and experience j you will find 
all its inftitutes diredted to form faithful 
friends, patriotic citizens, and wife flatefmen. 
Do not imagine a multitude of laws and 
ediiSs were necefTary to procure thefe inef- 
timable advantages* They naturally flowed 
from one fmgle fource ; the public educa- 
tion of youth under wife regulations. 

The examples plaped before the Cretans in 
their early years, the virtues to which they were 
witneflcs, the memorable deeds which they 
heard recited, and the applaufes beftowed on 
them, the honours which rewarded courage and 
noble anions, a{xd the fhame and opprobrium 

M 2 which 
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which ftigmatized vice, were the only fprings 
fet in motion by their legiflator, to render 
them a warlike, virtuous, and wife nation. 
I will be bold to add, that the fame regula- 
tions, founded, as they were, on a juft know- 
ledge of the human heart, would have the 
fame happy eScQ, on the morals of a peo- 
ple under every form of government ; but 
morals are what modem governments are 
lead foHcitous concerning; our cold politics 
defpife them, and condemn the man who 
dares to proclaim their importance. Taxes 
are levied on the depravation of nuinners; 
^nd the corrupt politician, inftead of pro- 
moting what conftitutes the true happinefs of 
a nation, is wholly occupied in increafing the 
wealth and power of kings. 

The government of Crete, immediately 
after the flight of Idomeneus, became arifto- 
cratical. The people ftill poflefled a fliare 
of the power ; but as the nobles were in 
pofleflion of the principal employments, they 
had, by confequence, the greateft weight in the 
adminiftration of affairs (p). Ten magiftrates 
were anifually chofen in a national affembly, by 
the plurality of voiees, who were called Co/mi^ 

{p) Plutarch/ in Dione. 

and 
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and whofe office was the fame with that of 
the Ephori at Sparta (y). They had the ma- 
nagement of war, and all the moft important 
public bufmefs (r). They poflfefled the right 
of choofmg counfellbrs from among the old 
men ; and thefe, in number twenty-eight, com- 
pofed thefenateof Crete (j), and werechofen 
from among thofe who had pafled the office of 
Cofmi (/), or perfons eminently diftinguijQied 
by their merit, and unimpeached integrity. 
TTiefe fenators held their dignity for life; 
great deference was paid to their opinion, 
and nothing finally determined without con- 
fulting them. The wifdom of the tegiflator 
had intended them for a counterpoife to 
the ambition of the ten chiefs, whofe power 
was ftill farther circumfcribed by limiting 
the duration of their magiftracy to one year. 

(^) Ariftot. Polit. lib. 11. The Ephori have the fame 
authority with the Cretan tnagiftrates, called Cofmi ; 
only the former are limited to five, and the Cofmi 
are ten in number. 

(r) Ariftot. Polit/Hb. ii. 

Q) Hefychius. ** At Lacedsmon, at Carthage, and 
^« in Crete, the college of old men is called Gcronia." 
It. was compofcd of twenty-eight fenators. 

(OStrabo,lib.x. 

M3 His 
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I^is precaution did not end here ; as the vote$ 
x)f the people might be improperly obtained, 
and their choice confequently fall upon a per- 
fon unworthy of fo honourable a poft ; ho 
very wifely provided, that whoever fhould 
difgracc the dignity of the Cofmi might 
be removed, cither in an affembly of the 
people, or by his colleagues only(«). So ex- 
cellent a conftitution caufed Plato to fay (*u), 
*' The republic, which approaches too much 
" to a monarchy, and that which admits too 
** unreftrained a liberty, are equally remote 
** from the juft medium. O Cretans ! O La- 
** cedaemonians ! ye have avoided thefe two 
** rocks, and eftablifhed your ftates on the 
** moft folid foundations." 

From what I have faid, Madam, con- 
cerning the Cretan form of government, 
you will perceive that nothing was more 
fimple. A free people, confcioiis they were 
unable to govern themfelves, name magif- 
trates, into whofe hands they transfer their 
authority; thefe chiefs, invefted with regal 
pow«r, eleft fenatofs to aid them with their 

(«) Ariftotlc. 

(v) Plato, de Legibus, lib. iii. 

counfels. 
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eoanfels, which counfellors again can decide 
nothing of themfelves ; but their oflBce is per- 
petual, which increafes the refpe£t paid them, 
and enables them to extend their knowledge 
and information. The chiefs of the republic 
have a powerful motive to incite them to 
a£t* worthy the honourable ftation in which 
they are placed, as, on the one hand, they are 
checked by the fear of difgrace, and on the 
other encouraged by the hope of one day be- 
coming members of the national council. 

Let us now examine the means employed 
by the legiflator to form the manners of the 
citizens. All the Cretans were fubje^ to their 
magiftrates, and divided into two clafles, that 
of the youths, and that of the men of mature 
age (x). The former confifted of young men 
who had attained their feventeenth year, and 
the fecond of men of riper age (y). The 

(x) The flrft clafs were called Andreia, and anfwered 
to the Pheidicia of the Lacedasmoniana. Tbefc; two 
names were alfo given to the public places where the 
Cretans and Spartans made their repafts in common, 
and where they difcourfed of afEfirs of ftate } anciently, 
thefe aflemblies were named, even at Lacedaemon, An- 
dreia. Ariftotle. 

(y) The fecond clafs were called Agelas (company). 

This name was given alfo to the buildings where the 

youths met together to take their repafts in public. 

M 4 fociety 
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fociety of men made their repafts in common, 
in certain public edifices, where the chief,^ 
the magiftrate, the poor, and the rich, feat^ 
ed together, all eat and drank alike j a veflcl 
fiHed with wine and water (z), which was 
paffed from one to the other, was the only 
drink for the whole company, and the aged 
men alone had the privilege of demanding 
an addition of wine. The Cretans were cer-i 
tainly too wife to be unacquainted with the 
power of beauty, as a woman prefided at 
each table (^), who took publicly the beft 
of every thing, and diftributed it to thofe 
who had fignalized themfelyes by their cou- 
rage in battle, or their wifdom in coun*.- 
ciU This honourable diftindion, far from 
caufmg jealoufy, excited emulation in every 
bread, to render themfclves worthy of the 
fame reward. Near the place where the citi- 
zens aflembled (^), two tables, called the hof- 
pitable^ were prepared, to which all travel- 
lers and ftrangers, who prefented themfclves, 
were admitted ; a particular houfe was like- 
wife fct apart for them, where they might 
pafs the night. 

(x) Dofmdas, 
(fl) DofiadaSi 
(i) Dofiadas, Euftathms* ^^ 

To 
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To provide for the expences of the ftatc, 
every citizen was obliged to bring into the 
common flock the tenth part of his revenues; 
the general diftribution of which was vefted 
in the prefers of the cities. " In Crete," 
fays Ariftotle, *^ a certain part of the fruits 
^* of the earth, the flocks, the revenues of the 
^^ ftate, and the impofts is confecrated to the 
« Gods, and the reft diftributed to the dif- 
♦^ ferent claflfes into, -which the inhabitants 
^ are divided ; fo that men^ women, and 
^^ children, are maintained at the public ex* 
•* peijce/' 

{c) After dinner^ the chiefs were accuf- 
tomcd to converf? together, and to con- 
iult on the affairs of the republic j they then 
recounted heroic actions performed in bat* 
tie ) celebrated the courage of the moft illus- 
trious of their warriors, and exhorted the 
young men to valour, (^)Thefe affem- 
blies were the firft fchool of infancy. ' At 
feven years old, the bow was put into the 
hands of thg Cretan youth, who from that 

{0) DoCadas^ 

(d) Euftathius (in OdyflT.) fays, the Cretans aAer dinner 
confulted on public aftatrs: They afterward difcourfed 
of war, celebrated the explqits of their warriors, and ex- 
horted the young men to imitate their heroic actions. 

4 moment 
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moment ^as received into the fociety c£ the 
men, which he did not quit before the age 
of feventeen. There^ feated on the ground^ 
and clad in a fimple garment which ferved 
him the whole year, he attended on the old 
men, and liftenedin iilence to their counfels; 
his youthful heart took fire at the recital of 
high deeds of arms, and he ardently pant* 
ed to atchieve the like, (e) He- became ha« 
bituated to fobrjiety and temperance ; and hay-> 
ing inceffantlyv before his eyes examples of 
moderation, wifdom, and patriotifm, the feeds 
of every virtue were implanted in him, even 
before he kpew the ufe of reafon. 

He was early inured to arms and to fa- 
tigue (/), that be might be able to endure 
heat and cold, to climb mountains and preci- 
pices, and bear with refolution the blows and 
woimds he might receive in the gymnaiia, or in 
battle. But his education was not confined to 
the gymnaflic exertifes ; he was taught to fing^ 
in a peculiar kind of air (g-), the laws written 

(e) Strabo, lib. x. 

(/) Strabo, lib. x. The laws of Crete, fays Cicero, 
exercifed the youth in hunting, running, and fup« 
porting heat and cold, hunger and thirft. 

(g) Strabo, lib. x. fays, that the laws of Crete were 
written in verfe, the meafure of which was v^ry 
confined. ^ 

in 
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in verfe, that the pleafure of mufic might 
imprefs them more deeply on his memory, 
and prevent him from pleading ignorance, 
ihould he ofiend againft them : he next learned 
hymns in honour of -the Gods, and poems 
compofed in the praife of their heroes. When 
he had attained his feventeenth year, he 
quitted the fociety of the men, and entered 
into the clafs of the youth. 

The education of thefe continued on the 
fame plan ; they exercifed themfelves in hunt- 
ing, wreftling, and fighting with their com- 
panions, while martial airs were played on 
the lyre (A), and they were obliged .to obferve 
exadJ; time. Thefe exercifes were not always 
without danger, as iron weapons were fome- 
times made ufe of (/). But the Pyrrhic dance, 
invented in Crete [k)^ was that in which the 
youth were moft ambitious to excel ; the 
dancers wore the warlike drefs, which was 

(h) Athenaeum, lib. xii. The Lacedaemonians charge 
the enemy to th^ found - of the flute ; the Cretans to 
that of the lyre. 

(1) Strabo, lib. x. 

{i) Diodorus, lib. v. Dionyfius Halicarnaflf. lib. vii. 
Pliny, lib. vii. cap. 56. Strabo, lib. x. fay, that this 
dance was invented in Crete. Nicholas Damafcenus 
fays, that the inventor of it was Pyrrhicus of Cydon. 

a fliort 
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a fliort and light loofe jacket, that defcended 
only to the knee, and was faftened n^th a 
g^dle that went twice round the waift ; they 
wore alfo the bufkin, were completely armed, 
and imitated various military evolutions to 
the found of inftruments. ^^ The Lacedse^ 
^ monians and Cretans/' (ays Libamus (/), 
^* cultivated dancing with the utmoft ardour ; 
*• they confidered it as a neceflary cxercife 
^^ enjoined by the laws ; and it was almoft 
5^ as difhonourable to negle& it, as to quit 
** their poft in the day of battle.'* 

(m) The opulent Cretans^ and thofe of 
an illuftrious birth, were permitted to form 
focieties of young men of their own age, 
and among thefe the contention was, who 
ihould have the moil numerous company. 
In general, the father of the young man 
who had coUeded them was their chief; 
he was to inftrud: thefe warlike youths, to 
cxercife them in running and hunting, and 
to bellow rewards, or inflift puniihments. 

(/) Liban. Orat. pro Saltatoribus. 
(m) Straboy lib. x. Thefe companies, as I have &id, 
were ealled Agelas. 

Friend- 
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Friendihip was highly honoured among the 
Cretans; " But,^ facys Strabo («), •* their 
** manner of lovmg is very extraordinary. 
*^ Inftead of gentle perfuafion, they em- 
** ploy violence to gain friends* He who 
^^ has a fecret paflion for a young man of 
^^ his own age, and b defirous of attaching him 
^ by indiflbluble ties, forms the projed of 
^^ carrying him off; which he imparts to 
^^ his companions three or four days before 
** he intends to execute it. The latter can 
*^ neither conceal him^ nor hinder him &om 
^^ going out, as that would feem to imply 
^^ in them an avowal that he did not merit 
^* fuch excefs of love. On the day appoint- 
ed they meet together, and if the ravifher 
appears to them to poflefs equal or fuperior 
merit to his favourite, they at firft pre- 
tend to oppofe the intended violence, ia 
** compliance with the law ; but afterwards 
" favour it with joy: if, on the contrary, they 
" do not judge him worthy of the choice 
" he has made, they prevent him from exe- 
*^ cuting his defign. This pretended refiftance 
** continues until the young man has con- 
" duded his prize to the aflembly of which he 

(») StrabO) lib. x. 
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^' is a member. They do not confider hiai 
^ as the moft amiable who furpafles others 
** in beauty, but him who is moll diftin* 
** guifhed by modefty and bravery. 

" The ravifher loads his young fnena 
^ with favours, and accompanies him where- 
** ever he defires ; bfc is followed by thol^ 
•* who have favoured the enterprize, and 
•* conduds him from feftival to feftival, pro- 
•* cures him the pleafures of the chafe and 
** good cheer, and, after' endeavouring for 
** two months to win his heart by every 
** pToflible means, he brings him back to the 
dty, and is obliged to reftgre him to his 
parents. But, previous to this, he jprefents 
** him with a warrior's drefs, an ox, and a 
•* vafe, which are the cuftomary and pre- 
** fcribed gifts. Sometimes his generofity ex- 
tends ftill further, and he beftows on him 
fumptuous- prefents, to the expence of 
*^ which his companions contribute. The 
** youth then facrifices the ox to Jupi- 
** ter, and gives an entertainment* to thofe 
who affifted in carrying him off. He de- 
clares whether he will accept the friend- 
fliip of him who has been at fo much trou- 
<* ble to gain his eiieem ; and if he- has reafon 

♦'to 
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^ to complain of any part of his condud, he 
^^ is at liberty to renounce a friend unworthy 
^^ of the name, and to demand his punilh- 
•• ment. 

^^ It would be difgraceful/' adds Strabo, 
^^ for a handfome young man^ of illuilrious 
^^ birth, to be without a friend, as the fault 
^^ would be imputed to his morals. They who 
^ have been carried off receive public honours. 
" They have the privilege of the firft places 
^^ in the public affemblies, and are allowed to 
" wear the drefs they owe to affe&ion and 
^^ efieem, during the remainder of their lives ; 
•* which diftinaive mark is a public proof 
^^ they have enjoyed a friendfhip efleemed fo 
^^ honourable. 

" When the young men had completed their 
^^ exercifes, and attained the age appointed by 
^^ the laws, they entered into the clafs of men 
^* of mature age. Being now become members 
** of fociety, they had the right of voting in 
** the national affemblies, and might be ad- 
" vanced to all the employments of the repub- 
** lie. At this period they were obliged to 
" marry; but before they brought home their 
^^ wives, they waited till they were qualified 
^^ to manage a family.'' Such,: Madam, were 

the 
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the leading featnres of the Cretan government* 
** The legiflator," fays Strabo, " juftly con- 
^^ fidered liberty as the greateft bleffing cities 
^^ can poffefs ; iince that alone fecures the pro- 
•* perty of the citizens, of which flavery is 
^^ the certain deftrudion. The Have poflefles 
** no property, not even that- of his perfon* 
^' It is incumbent on all men^ tho-efore^ to 
^ preferve their liberty, the fureft foundadoii 
^^ cxf which is concord ; and we fee it every 
^^ where flouriih, when the feeds of diflenfion 
•* are deftroyed. Difcord almoft always ori-^ 
^^ginates in the third of riches, and the love 
** of luxury. If for thefe we fubftitutc fru- 
** gality, moderation and equality, y^c {hall 
** eradicate envy, hatred, injuftice, and thd 
" paflions moll injurious to fociety**' 

This is precifely what the Cretan le^flatof 
eflSe£ted ; and hence that wealthy, profperous 
and powerful republic received fuch well* 
deferved encomiums from the moft cele-^ 
brated philofopher^ of Greece. But the 
greateft honour to Crete was, that her laws 



furniihed Lycurgus with the model of thofe 
iniU,tuti(m8 which he eftabliihed at Lacedae* 
mon. 

rhave the honour to be, ^e. 

L E T- 

\. j 
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L E T T E R XX^ 

to M. L. M. 

X HE republic of Crete, which, as you 
have feen, Madam, was as ancient as the fiege 
of Troy, ftill flouriflied in the time of Julius 
Caefar. We know of no other of fo long con- 
tinuance. The legiflator, founding the happi- 
nefs of the Cretans on liberty, gave them laws 
and inftitutions fitted to form men capable of 
defending their freedom (o). All the citizens 
were foldiers (^), and all exercifed and expert 
in the art of war : for we even jfind that fo- 
reigners rcforted to Crete, to be inftruded. in 
that art. " Philopoemen," fays Plutarch (y), 
^* not enduring tq remain inactive, and ar- 
** dently defirous of acquiring knowledge in 
^* the profeflion of arms, embarked for Crete ; 
^ where having exercifed himfelf among that 

{o) Ariftot. Polit. lib. vii. In Crete the greater part of 
die laws had relation to war. 

{p) Plato^ de Legibus, lib. i. The Cretan legiflator 
framed both his public and private laws to have a re- 
ference to war, becaufe vi£lory afliired to the vidots the 
property of the vanquifhed. 

{q) Plutarch, in Vita Philopcem, 

N *^ warlike 
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*< warlike people, well verfed in cvefjr mi* 
^ litary art, and accuftomed to lead a frugal 
** and auftere life, he returned to the Acha^ans, 
^ and fo much dillinguiihed himfelf by the 
^^ knowledge he had acquired, that he was 
*^ immediately appointed general of ihe- ca- 
^ vahy." 

On the other hand, the legiflator, perfuaded 
that conquefts were ufually only ads of vio- 
lence and injuitice, which frequently en- 
feebled, and almOft always corrupted the mo« 
rals of the vidorious nation, endeavoured to 
prevent the Cretans from endeavouring to 
fobdue foreign countries. The abundant pro- 
ductions of thdr ifland were fufficient to fup- 
ply every real want, and they had no need of 
foreign riches, which, together with com- 
merce, would have introduced luxury, and all 
its attendant vices. He knew how to in- 
fpire his nation with a difregard for thefe fu- 
perfluities, without exprefsly forbidding them* 
The gymnaftic exercifes, which fumifhed 
fufficient employment fof the leifure of ardent 
youth ; the pleafures of the chace, to which 
they were much addicted ; friendihip, which 
he had taught them to revere as a divinity ; 
the public fiiows, where all the different claffes 

of 
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of fociety met together, and to which the wo- 
men were admitted (r) ; the love of equality, 
regularity, and their country, with which all 
hearts were inflamed; and the wife inftitutions, 
which rendered the whole nation but a fingle 
family ; all confpired to attach the Cretans td 
their ifland, on which they found the utmoft 
happinefs they could wifh, without entertain- 
ing any defire to feek abroad an imaginary 
glory, or fubje£t other nations to their power. 
From the time the govfernment of this country 
firft became republican, till it was attacked 
by the Romans, we never find the Cretans 
to have attempted any foreign invafion ; an 
honour refen^d exclufively to them among all 
the people celebrated in hiftory. Individuals, 
indeed, might ferve in the armies of other 
ftates : the kings and princes of which, know- 
ing their bravery and (kill in archery, ftrove 
who fhould firft induce them to enter into 
their pay, as each was defirous of having in 
his army a body of Cretan bowmen, fince 
the whole world coilld not produce any more 
expert (i), ^^ The arrows of Gortyna," fays 

Claudian, 

' (r) Plutarch, in Vita Thefei. 
(s) Claudian, Plutarch, in Pyrrh, PiufaitiaS in Me- 
i ' N 2 nefliacis, 



i8o LETTERS 

Claudian, *^ happily direded, cany certam 
^^ wounds, and never mifs their fim/* 

But though the numerous and flourifhing 
cities of Crete did not unite to enflave the 
neighbouring iflands, by drenching them with 
the blood of their inhabitants, they were not 
wife enough to preferve peace among them- 
felves. The torch of difcord was frequently 
lighted. The moft powerful wiflied to rule 
over the others. CnofTus and Gortyna, fome- 
times in alliance, attacked and fubjugated the 
neighbouring cities, and fometimes making 
war on each other, faw the braveft of their 
youth perifh in thefe civil contefts. Lydkos 
and Cydon oppofed an unfhaken barrier to 
their ambition, and preferved their liberty. 
The latter had obtained fuch power (/), as 
to be able to turn the fcale in favour of which- 
ever fide it declared. Thefe civil wars occa- 
fioned the ruin of many cities, and deluged 
with bl(jod the country of Jupiter, 

To what muft we attribute thefe Inteftine 
diiTeniions ? One part of the ifknd was occu- 

neffiads, atteft the fkill of the Cretans in the art of fhooting 
arrov|rS| and that foreign princes were very defirou^ to 
form bodies of archers, conilfUng entirely of that nation. 
(/) Strabo, lib. x. 

pied 
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pied by the Eteocretans, or native inhabitants, 
among whom were fettled colonies from 
Athens, Sparta, Argos, And Samos («), who 
poffibly ftill retained in their hearts the feeds of 
ancient animofity, and their inveterate hatreds 
only waited a favourable opportunity to ripen 
into open violence and revenge. Perhaps too, 
the ftrongeft, confiding in their fuperiority, 
were tempted to avail themfelves of their 
power, and fubftituted force for right ; nor 
are we to forget that the Cretan youth, trained 
to military exercifcs from their infancy, were 
ever ready to betake themfelves to arms. 
Thefe probably are the reafons which fo often 
hurried to the combat, a people fubjed to 
the fame, laws, the fame cuftoms, and the 
fame religion. Be this as it may, the Cretans, 
convinced that victory depended on the una- 
nimity of their troops, magnificently adorned 
the moft beautiful young men of the army; 
and made them facrifice to friendfhip, before 
they engaged in battle (i;). There are countries 
where, on like occafions, the commanders 

(«) Herodot lib. iii, fays, the Samiaiis, who built 
Cydon, ere<acd temples there, amdng jjvhigh was that; of 
DijStynna. * ^ , 

(v) Athenaeus, lib. xiii. 

N 3 ought 
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ought to be obliged to facrifice to Concord ; 
and if their lacrifice were fincere, it would 
at once redound to their own glory, and pre- 
vent rivers of human blood &om bpiiig flicd 
to no purpofe to the ftate. 

The love of war did not extinguifh in the 
hearts of the Cretans that exquifite fenfibility 
which made them cultivate and encourage 
the fine arts. *' The Cretans," fays Sozor 
men (;i;), ^' difplayed their munificence to 
^' Homer, by giving him a thoufand crowns; 
^' and glorying in a generofity not to be fur* 
^^ pafled, preferved the memory of their dona- 
^' tion by a public infcription." In Crete, adds 
Ptolemy (jv), men are ftill more anxious to 
cultivate their minds, than to exercife their 
bodies. Therefore, when difcord reigned 
among them, the voice of wifdom, and the 
charms of poetry, brought them back to rea- 
fon. Thales of Gortyna (z), the inftru£tor of 
Lycurgus, was one of their moft celebrated 
philofophers, poets, and legiflators ; and he 

(x) Sozomen. Hill. Ecclef. in Pref. 

(y) Ptolem. inTetrab. lib. ii. 

(z) Paufanias, in Atticis,^ fays, that this Thales was 
pf Gortyna. Diogqg^^s Laertius al|erts, that he lived in 
the time of Lycurgus and Homer. Strabo, lib. x, feems 
to confirm this opinion. ' 

J * ' • fuccefsfuUy 
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fuccefsfuUy applied his knowledge and talents 
to reftore concord to his fellow citizens (/?). 
*^ His pbetry conlifted of difcourfes in verfe, 
^' exhorting the people to unanimity and obe- 
*^ dience to their fuperiors ; he pofleffed the 
*^ art of conveying in the moft harmonious 
*^ metre, the moft fplid and beneficial inftruc- 
^' tion. .So great was the efFedt of his poetry, 
*^ that his hearers, who found their under- 
^^ ftanding, heart, and ears, equally perfuaded 
<* and charmed, gradually fuffered all their 
^' animofity to fubfide ; and enamoured with 
** the bleffings of peace, which he painted in 
^ the moft lively colours, forgot their inteftine 
/^ hatreds, and ranged themfelves under the 
^^ ftandard of concord." It is faid that this 
fage invented the airs appropriated to the mili- 
tary dances, and the Cretan Pyrrhic {F). Men, 

over 

(a) Plutarch, in Vita Lycurg. 

(b) The Scholiaft on Pindar (Pyth. Od. ».) feys that 
tiiefe dances were inftituted by the Curetjss. Strabo 
(lib. X.) is of the fame opinion i he adds, however, that 
Thales invented the Cretan Rhythmus. Nichblas Da- 
mafcenus, and Marius Plotius (de Metris), attribute the 
invention of the armed Pyrrhic to Pyrrhicus of Cydon. 
May we not reconcile thefe authors by fuppofmg the 
Curetes to have been the firft inftitutors of the military 
dances j that Pyrrhicus invented .that peculiar one which 

N 4 bore 



^ 
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over whom poetry and mufic had fuch power, 
could not be enemies to pleafure ; and we ac- 
cordingly find it to have been a cuftom with 
them to mark their happy days by white 
ftones, and their unhappy ones with black (r). 
At the end of the year, they examined the 
number of thefe ftones, and only efteemed 
themfelves to have lived the days denoted by 
the white ones, as they eftimated the length 
of life only by its enjoyments. Hence the 
infcription frequent on their tombs : He 
lived y fo many days ; he exifled^ fo many. 

In minds of fenfibility and generofity, a 
love of glory is eafily awakened. The Cretans 
reforted to all the celebrated folemnities of 
Greece, and bore away the palm in the 
Olympic, Nemean, and Pythian games (d) ; 
others, who were favourites of the Mufes, 
turned into heroic verfe the oracles of the 
prophets, and compofed poems to celebrate 
the great deeds of heroes {/). Several diftin- 

guifhed 

bore his name, and that Thalcs compofed the airs, or 

adapted new mufic to them ? 

[c) ConiutuSj on the fecond Satire of Periiu.s, 
• {.d) Such as Ergotdes of CnoiTas^ celebrated by Pmdar^ 
Ode jcii- 

t (f) Jopbon of CnofTus put mto heroic verfe the oracles 

of 
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guiihed themfelves as hiftorians {f). It is faid, 
that the mod ancient conteft was that in 
which a prize was propofed to the poft who 
beft (hould fing a hymn to Apollo, and in 
which the viftory was adjudged to Chry- 
fothemis of Crete {g). 

Time, however, has annihilated almoft all 
their works ; and if Pindar had not immor- 
talifed fome of thofe Cretans who were viftors 
in the Grecian games, we fliould _not at pre- 
fent even know their names. The temple of 
Diana, at Ephefus, built by Ctefiphon, and 
his fon Metagcnes, both Cretans, has not 
proved more durable (A). This noble building 
was of the Ionic order (/) ; and to the beauty of 

of the Prophets. Paufanias. — Rhianus of Bcna wrote 
feveral books in verfe, and compofed feveral poems. Ste- 
phanus. 

[f) Difiys of Cnoflus accompanied Idomeneus into 
Troas, and wrote the hiftory of that &mous ficge which 
Homer has rendered fo celebractd. Joannes Tzetzes.-— 
Lucillus of Tarrha wrote ax:onamentary on the hiftory of 
the Argonauts, &c. 

[g) Paufanias, in Phocicis. 

{h) Pliny, lib. vii. cap. 37. Ctefiphon of Cnofliis was 
celebrated for the admirable (kill he difplayed in building 
the temple of Diana at Ephefus. 

(/') Vitruyius, lib. ii. 

the 
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the nxarble, the elegance of the architedlure, 
the majefty of the edifice^ and the inimitable 
perfection of the whole, was added a folidity 
which ^one could add value to fo grand a 
defign. The names of the artifts who built 
it have defcended to pofterityt though the 
marbles, columns, and ornaments, which ren^ 
dered them immortal, have been difperfed or 
deftroyed, leaving fcarcely the flighteft trace 
remaining of one of the feven wonders of 
the worid. 

Nations pafs away from off the earth,' like 
the monuments of their power, and after a^ 
few centuries, with difficulty can we difcover, 
in their defcendants, the veftiges of their an- 
cient character. Some fubfift longer than 
others, and we are able almoft always to calcu- 
late their duration by the wifdom of their laws, 
and the fidelity with which they are obferved. 
The republic of Crete, eftabliflied on the 
folideft foundations, for ten centuries knew 
no foreign matter, and bravely repelled the 
attacks of every foreign, prince who attempted 
{o enflaye her. But at length the fatal period 
arrived .when the Romans, elated with their 
vidories, and proud of their power, afpired 
to. the empire of the world, arid would^ no 

longer 
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longer admit of any diftindlon among the 
furrounding nations, but that of flaves or fub- 
jedls {k). Florus does not diffemble that am- 
bition, and the defire of fubjedtingthe famous 
country of Jupiter, were the only motives 
\^hich induced the Romans to attack Crete, 
^.^ Should we inquire into the real caufe of 
*^ the Cretan war," iays he, ** it muft be con- 
f^ fefled, it was entered into only from the 
^^ defire of fubjugatiijg that celebrated ifland ; 
f^ Crete was fuppofed to have favoured Mi- 
f^ thridate$, ^nd Rome revenged the pretended 
^^ infult, by declaring war againft her. Marcus 
.^^ Antonius(/) (the father of the triumvir) 
^^ failed on this expedition, perfuaded he fliould 
f ^ make an eafy cpnqueft ; but his meannefs 
^^ and prefumption met with deferved punifh- 
^^ meat. The enemy cut off the greater part 
^^ of his fleet, and hung up their prifoners to 
f ^ the mafts ; after which they returned tri- 
^ umphant into their harbours.*' 

Ronie never forgave a defeat. No fooner 

{k) Floras, lib. iii. 

(/ ) Marcus Antonius was appointed to guard all the 
maritime coafts of the Roman empire. He periflied in 
CxttCy where he loft his honour. 

was 
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was the Macedonian war ended, than (he 
armed for vengeance, and fent Quintus Me- 
tellus with a formidable armament againft 
Crete (m). He met, however, with a very ob- 
ftinate refiftance. Panarus and Laflhenes, two 
experienced commanders, having aflembled 
twenty thoufand men, of determined courage^ 
and ardent in the caufe of their comitry, 
withftood for three fucceflive years the 
arms of the Romans ; who were not able to 
gain pofleffion of the illand, till they had de- 
ftroyed its braveft warriors. They loft there 
a great number of men, and with the utmoft 
difficulty obtained a bloody YiGtorj. The 
fortune of Rome, at length, triumphed, and 
the firft care of the conqueror was, to abolifh 
the laws of Minos («), and fubftitute thofe of 
Numa. The fenfible and judicious Strabo [o) 
complains of this feverity, and fays, that in 
his time the Cretan inftitutions were ne longer 
obferved, becaufe the Romans had compelled 
the conquered provinces to adopt their laws. 
Still more effedually to fecure to themfelves 

(m) Velleius Paterculus, lib. ii. 

(«) Paulus Diaconus, Hift. Mifc. lib. vi. 

[o) Strabo, lib. x. 

the 
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tlie poflefiion of the ifland, they feat a nu- 
merous colony to CnofFus ( j>). 

From that period to the prefent tioie, Ma- 
dam, that is to fay, during a fpace of nine- 
teen hundred years, the Cretans have ceafed 
to be a nation, and have gradually loft their 
courage, their virtues, their fciences, and 
their arts. This deplorable debafement can 
only be attributed to the extindion of their 
liberty. So true is it, that man is born for 
liberty, and that, deprived of this fupport, 
which he has received from nature to fuftain 
his vreaknefs, his genius expires, iand his cou* 
ra^e languifhes, till he finks to the lowed 
point of degradation. 

(q) The ifland of Crete, together with the 
little kingdom of Cyrene on the coaft of Lybia, 
compofed a Roman province^ which at firft 
was governed by a Proconful, afterwards by 
a Queftor and an Affeffor (r) ; and, at length, 
as we learn from Suetonius, by a Conful (s). 
This ifland was one of the firft which received 
the light of the Gofpel The Chriftian faith 

(^)^Idem, ibid. 
(;) Idem, lib. xvii. 
(r) Dion. 
' (j) Suetonius, in Vita Veipafiani, 
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was planted there by St. Paul; arid his difciple 
Titus, whom he left to bring to perfed:ion the 
good feed he had fown, was the firft bifliop. 
Under the reign of Leo, Crete contained 
twelve biflioprics (/), all fubordinate to the 
patriarch of Conftantinople («). Conftantine 
divided the province of Crete and Cyxene in 
the diftribution he made of the empire. Leav- 
ing three fons, Conftantius, Conftantine, and 
Conilans ; he gave to the former Thrace and 
the Eaft ; to the fecond, the kingdom of the 
Weft; and to the third, the ifland of Crete, 
Africa, and lUyria. 

(y) When Michael Balbus was in poffefEon 
of the throne of Conftantinople, the revolt of 
Thomas, which continued three years, caufed 
him to negleft the other parts of the empire. 
The Agarenians, an Arab nation, who had 
conquered the fineft provinces of Spain, took 
advantage of this opportunity, to fit out a con- 
fiderable fleet, and, after having pillaged the Cy- 

(/) Thefe bifhoprics ranked in the following order, as 
we fee in the Novel of the Emperor Leo : Gortyna^ Cnojfu^^ 
Arcadia^ Cherronefus^ Aulopotamos^ Agriwriy Lampa^ Cydo^^ 
nioj Hieroj Petray Siiea^ Cijfamo. 

(u) Zozim, lib. ii. 

(^} Conftant. Porphyrogeiiir, de admijiiftrando Im* 
periQi cap* xiL 

3 clades, 
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clades, ttey attacked the iflarid of Crete, where 
they eftablilhed themfelvcs almoft without re- 
fiftance* To fecure their conquefts, they built 
a fortrefs, which they called Khandtik (/. e. an 
intrenchment), and which name by the Vene- 
tians was foftened into Candia, From this 
citadel the Barbarians made incurfions into 
every part of the ifland, fpreading terror and 
defolation wherever they came; and, at lengthy 
made themfelves matters of all the citleis and 
towns, except Cydon. Michael in vain en- 
deavoured to drive them from the ifland 5 nor 
was the emperor Bafilius the Macedonian more 
fortunate ; they defeated him in a bloody 
battle ; but one of his generals, having been 
more fuccefsful, impofed on them a tribute. 
At the expiration of ten years, the Arabs re- 
fufed to pay the fum ftipulated, and it was 
referved to Nicephorus Phocas (x\ who after- 
xvards became emperor, to deliver this beauti- 
ful ifland from the yoke of the infidels. He 
landed there with a numerous army, attacked 
them with great bravery, arid defeated them 
in feveral battles ; till at length the Saracens, 
no longer daring to keep the field againft |his 
formidable opponent^ fhut themfelves -up in 

. {x) Murtius, . 

their 
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their fortreffe^ Phocas, provided with all the 
warlike machines neceflary for fieges, took 
their places of ftrength one after the other, 
and forced them even in Khandak, their me-- 
tropolis, and laft ftrong hold. After a cam- 
paign of nine months, he entirely reduced the 
ifland, made the king Curup, and his lieu* 
tenant Anemas, prifoners, and reftored to the 
empire a province which had been in the pof- 
feflion of the infidels during one hundred and 
twenty-feven years. It remained fubjeA to 
the emperors of Byzantium till the time of 
Baldwin earl of Flanders, who, raifed to their 
throne, magnificently rewarded Boniface, 
marquis of Montferrat, for the fuccours he 
brought him, by creating him king of Thefla- 
lonica, and adding the ifland of Crete to his 
dominions. By this nobleman, who w^ 
more greedy after wealth than ambitious of 
glory, it was fold to the Venetians in 

Under, the wife laws of this great republic, 
Crete again began to revive. The people en- 
joyed the bleflings of a mild government, and, 
' encouraged by their matters, applied them- 
iclves to commerce and agriculture. Travel- 

(y) La Gucrra Cretenfe, 
• lers 
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lerii rcfceired from the Venetiaa governors 
every afliftancc they could defire, for extend- 
ing and pcrfcding inqwries beneficial to man- 
kind. Belon, the naturalift, fpeaks, in terms 
of the higheft gratitude and commendation, of 
the feryices rendered him by them, and gives 
an interefting dcfcriptiou of the flouriftiing 
ftatc of the country through which he tra- 
velled. 

The feat of government was cftablifhed at 
Candia^ where the magiftrates and members 
of the council refided. The fupreme autho- 
rity was veiled in the Proveditor General, 
whofe power extended over the whole king- 
dom. 

Venice had been in the pofleflion of Crete 
during five centuries and a half, when,, at the 
time that Gornaro occupied the moft important 
poft, the Aorm began to gather on the fide of 
Conftantinople. The Turks, for a whole 
year, had been sUTembling a prodigious arma- 
ment, and deceived the Bailli by afluring 
him it was intended againft Malta. But in 
1 645, in the midft of profound peace, they fud- 
denly invaded Crete with a fleet of four hun- 
dred fail, having on board fixty thoufand fol- 

O diers, 
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diers, under the command of four Pachas (z). 
The Emperor Ibrahim, who gave orders for 
this expedition, had no plea for undertaking 
it. He, however, had recourfe to the ufual 
arts of eaflem perfidy. To impofe upon the 
Venetian Senate, he loaded their ambafladors 
with prefents ; ordered his fleet to proceed as 
far as Cape Matagan, as if quitting the Archi- 
pelago, and pofitively aflured the governors 
of Tine and Cerigne, that the republic had 
nothing to fear for her pofleffions ; yet, at the 
very moment the Porte was making thefe 
proteftations, the fleet failed into the gulph 
of Canea, and pafling between that place and 
Saint Theodore, proceeded to form a landing 
below the river of Platania. Such indeed has 
ever been the manner in which the Turks 
have adled towards the people they wiihed to 
fubjugate. Fraud and force are the two means 
they employ to accompliih their defigns ; but 
the time is certainly not far diftant, when 

(2) The Captain Pacha, by birth a Croats who com- 
manded the fleet ; the Pacha who commanded hj land, 
and was to conduA the fiege ; Hailan Pacha> Beglier Bey 
of Romelia, who was the firft that entered die walls of 
Babylon ; and Anuirat Pacha, Aga of the Janiflaries. 

they 
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thiey will be compelled to reftore their unjuft 
conquefts. 

The Venetians, not expeding this fudden 
invafion, had made no preparations for de« 
fence, and the Turks landed without the leaft 
refiftanCe. The little ifland of St. Theodore 
is but a league and a half from Canea, and only 
three quarters of a league in circumference* 
Here the Venetians had ereded two' forts, 
one called Turluru, on the top of the fteepeft 
cliffy and the other named St. Theodore, lower 
down. It was of the utmoft importance for 
the invaders to poffefs themfelves of this 
rock, which might have! greatly incommoded 
their fliips. They loft no time, therefore, 
in commencing the attack, which they car- 
ried on with vigour. The fqrmcr of thefe 
fortreifes had neither cannon nor foldiers, 
and was taken without firing a gun. The 
fecond had only a garrifon of fixty men, 
but they defended themfelves to the laft extre- 
mity ; and when the Turks entered it, they 
found only ten foldiers remaining, whofe heads 
were barbaroufly ftruck off by order of the 
Captain Pacha. 

Mafters of this important poft, as well as 

of the Lazaret, a rock fituated half a league 

Q 2 from 
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firom Ctnea, the Turks blockai&d the dty by 
fea^ and furroonded it with lines of dicmii* 
TaUadon by land. General Comaio was thiin* 
der-ftruck, on learning that the enemy had 
made a delcent. The whole ifland contained 
only a body of three thoufand five hundred 
infmtry, and a imall number of hwie ; and 
he knew that the befieged town had only^ a 
thoufand regular troops for its defence, and a 
few citizens able to bear arms. He fent in^ 
ftant advice of his diftrefs to Venice, and took 
his poft at the harbour, that he might be more 
at hand to fuccour the befieged. He threw 
about two hundred and fifty men Into the 
town, before the enemy could get their lines 
completed^ and often attempted, but in vain^ 
to introduce new reinforcements. The Turks 
approaching the body of the place, liad car- 
ried a half moon, which covered the gate of 
Retimo ; and availing themfelves of their nu- 
merous artillery, continued daily to batter the 
wall in breach. The befieged bravely returned 
their fire, and made them pay dearly for a few 
doubtful fucceffes. General Cornaro endea- 
voured to arm the Greeks, and efpecially the 
Spachiots, who boafed of their bravery. He 
formed a battalion of them ; but their days 

of 
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of prowefs were no more: the moment they faw 
the enemy, and heard the thunder of the artil- 
lery, they fhamefuUy took flight, nor was it 
poffible to make a fingle man of them {land fire. 
While the Senate of Venice were delibe- 
rating on the means of faving Candia, and 
bulled in fitting out a fleet, the Maho- 
metan generals lavifhed the blood of their 
foldiers, to bring their enterprize to a glorious 
termination: they had already loft twenty 
thoufand warriors in the diflPerent engage- 
ments ; but they had defcended into the foflfes, 
and dug under the ramparts thofe frightful 
cavities, in which the powder confined burfts 
with an horrible explofion, and overturns forts 
of the greateft folidity* They played off one 
pf thefe mines under the baftion of St. Deme- 
trius, which blew up a great part of the 
wall, and fwallowed all its defenders. The 
^flfailants inftantly mounted the breach, fabre 
In hand, and, profiting by the general con- 
fiematiqn, made themfelves maftefs of that 
poft. The befieged, recovered from .their 
fright, fell uppn them with unexampled in^ 
trepidity. About four hundred Venetians 
rufhed on two thoufand Turks, already ia 
poflfefiioa of the wall, and pufhed them 
O 3 with 
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with fo much ardour and oblHaacy, as to 
make a. prodigiojis flaughter, and force the 
remainder into the ditches. In this extremity 
every body fought ; the monks carried the 
.mufket; women, forgetting the delicacy of 
their fex, appeared in the midft of the defend-i 
ants, either to aflift in fupplying them with 
arms, or to wield them themfelves againft the 
enemy ; and feveral of thefe glorious heroines 
loft their lives. 

During fifty days the place held out agdnft 
the whole forces of the Turks; and even at the 
laft moment, if the Venetians had fent a fleet 
to its fuccour, the kingdom of Candia would 
have been faved. They could not, undoubt- 
edly, be ignorant of the following faft : The 
north wind blows full into the gulph of Ca- 
nea, and when ftrong, the fea runs very high. 
It is then impoflible for any fquadron, how- 
ever numerous, to form in line of battle to 
wait an enemy. Had the Venetians fet fail 
from Cerigne with this favourable wind, they 
would have reached Ganea in five hours, and 
entered the harbour in full fail, without firing 
a (hot, or the pofiGibility of being oppofed by 
a fingle Turkiflv veffel, which could not move 
wilhout endangering their fafety on the coaft, 

and 
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.and daflxing to pieces on the furrounding 
fhoals. Inftead of executing fuch a plan, fug- 
gefted by the very nature of the iituation, 
they fent a ftw galleys, which not daring to 
double Cape Spada, coafted along the fouthern 
fhore of the ifland, and failed of effeding the 
purpofe intended. 

The garrifon of Canea, defpairing of fuc- 
cours which had been long delayed, feeing three 
breaches open, by which the infidels might 
eafily mount to the aflault, overcome with fa- 
tigue, and covered with wounds, reduced to 
five hundred men, whom it was neceffary to 
difperfe over walls of half a league's circum- 
ference^ every where undermined, at length 
demanded a capitulation. They obtained the 
jnoft honourable conditions; and after two 
months glorious defence, which coft the Turks 
five and twenty thoufand men, marched out 
of the place with all the honours of war. 
The citizens who did not choofe to remain 
had permiffion to withdraw j and the Turks, 
contrary to their cuftom, executed the con- 
vention with tolerable fidelity. 

The Venetians, after the capture of Canea, 

retired to Retimo; and the Captain Pacha 

proceeded to lay fiege to the Caftle of La 

O 4 Sude, 
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Sude, (ituated at the entrance of the bay, on 
a rock about a quarter of a league in circum-s 
ference. He raifed batteries, and ende^ivoured, 
but without effefl:, to make ^ breach in the r^ma^ 
parts. Defpairing to carry it by force, he left 
troops to continue the blockade, and marched 
towards Retimo. This town, without walls, 
was defended by a citadel, built on an emi- 
nence that commanded the harbour, into 
which General Cornaro had retired. At the 
approach of the enemy, he drew his men out of 
the citadel, and waited for them in the opei^ 
field. During the aiSion he expofed his per-? 
fon without referve, and fought in the ranks^ 
to encourage his foldiers. A glorious death 
was the reward of his bravery ; but his falj 
Vras followed by the lofs of Retimo ^a), 

The Turks, by landing frefh troops in the 
ifland, introduced the plague, which almoft 
conftantly accompanies their armies. Thi$ 
dreadful diftemper made a rapid prpgrefs from 
^day to day, and, like a devouring flame, ex-? 
terminated the greateft part of the inhabit- 
ants ^6^^ The remainder, terrified at its ra-? 

(a) Etat general de TEmpire Ottomanj troijtime partiu 
{k) Idem, 

yages, 
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vages, efcaped into the Venetian ftates, and 
left the ifland almoft a defert. 

In 1 646 commenced the fiege of Candia, of 
a much longer duration than that of Troy. 
Were a fertile and brilliant imagination, like 
that of Homer, to collect into one poem the 
extraordinary events of this celebrated fiege, 
pofterity would be prefcnted with noble deeds 
of arms, magnificent fcenes, and heroes not 
Inferior to thofe of the Iliad. Memorable 
actions are not wanting in the hiftory of na- 
tions. Every age produces new ones ; but a 
genius, like that of the father of poetry, does 
not arife in many ages. It would be incon- 
fiftent with my intention, in thefe letters, to 
(enter into long details. I fliall confine myfelf, 
therefore, to a curfory defcription of the prin- 
cipal events which occurred during the fiege 
of Candia. The Turks, in 1648, had made 
but little progrefs before that place : they 
were frequently defeated by die Venetians, 
and. fometimcs compelled to retire to Retimo, 
At this period Ibrahim was folemnly depofed. 
and his eldeft fon, only nine years of age 
placed on the throne, under the name of Me- 
hemet IV. But the Sultan, in the rccefles o; 
his prifon, ftill continuing an objed; of in- 
quietude , 
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quietude and alarm to the authors of the 
revolution, he was ftrangled on the 19th of 
Auguft of the fame year. The young em- 
peror, whofe advancement to the throne was 
thus e^eded by the murder of his father, was 
himfelf, in the end, precipitated from it, to pafs 
the remainder of his days in the obfcuiity of 
a dungeon (c). The whole Ottoman hiftory 
is nothing but one continued tiffue of fuch 
murders and treafons; but how important 
are its leflbns for all defpots ! 

In 1 649, Uflein Pacha, who continued the 
blockade of Candia, receiving no fuccours 
from the Porte, was obliged to raife the fiege, 
and fly to Canea, The Venetians now kept 
the fea with a ftrong fquadrpn, and attacked 
the Turkifh fleet in the bay of Smyrna; burnt 
twelve fhips, two gallies, and killed fix thou-: 
fand men. But the infidels, fome time after, 
having found means to land an army in 
Candia, recommenced with ftill greater fury 
the fiege of that city, and having gained pof- 
feflSon of an advanced work, which greatly in- 
commoded the befieged, reduced them to the 
neceflity of blowing it up. 

(f) After a reign of thirty-feven years, MehemetlV. 
T^as dcpofed, snd confined la a prifon. 

From 



ON GREECE. 203 

From 165010 1658, the Venetians, conti- 
nuing mafters of the fea, waited every year for 
their enemies at the ftraits of the Dardanelles, 
and defeated their numerous fleets in four fea- 
fights, in which they funk a great number of 
their caravelles, took many others, and fpread 
conftemation to the very walls of Conftan- 
tinople, which was filled with tumult and dis- 
order. The Grand Signior in difmay, not 
thinking himfelf in fafety, abandoned his ca- 
pital with precipitation . 

Thefe glorious fucceflfes raifed the hopes of 
the Venetians, and deprefled the courage of 
the Turks. They converted the fiege of Can- 
dia into a blockade, in which they fufFered 
confiderable loflTes. In 1 659, the Sultan, to 
drive the Venetian fleet from the Dardanelles, 
and fecure a free paflage for his (hips, or- 
dered two new caftles to be built at the en- 
trance of the ftraits. He commanded the Pacha 
of Canea to renew the fiege of Candia, and 
make every eflfort to obtain pofleflion of that 
imjportant fortrefs. In the mean time the re- 
public of Venice, profiting by the advantaged 
already gained, made feveral attempts upon 
Canea, which city, in 1 660, being vigoroufly 
prefled| was on the point of furrendering, 

when 
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-when ihe Pacha of Rhodes, haftenlng to its 
fuccour, threw into it a reinforcement of two 
thoufand men. He fafely doubled the poiat 
of Cape Melee, in fight of the Venetian fleet, 
which, lying becalmed oflf Cape Spada, was 
unable to make the finalleft motion to give 
battle to an inferior enemy, and rob him oC 
his conquefl. 

Kiopruli, the fon and fucceflTor of the Vifir 
of that name, who had fo long upheld the de- 
clining fortune of the Ottoman empire, know-^ 
ing that the people murmured loudly at the 
length of the fiege of Candia, and dreading a 
general revolt, which muft have proved fatal 
to him and to his mafter, left Conftantinople 
about the end of J 666, at the head of a for-^ 
midable army. Having eluded the vigiknco 
of the Venetian fleet, which was waiting foi? 
him off Canea, he effe£led his landing at Palio 
Caflro, and formed his lines round Candia. 
He had under him four Pachas, and thd flower 
of the Ottoman forces. Thefe troops, en-^ 
couraged by the prefence and promifes of 
their commanders, and feconded by a nume- 
rous train of artillery, performed prodigies of 
varour. All the out- works were entirely de- 
ftroyed, and nothing remained to the befieged 
3 but 
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but a fimple line of walls, which, continually 
Ihaken by the cannon, were' falling into ruins 
on every fide ; yet, though it will with diffi- 
culty be believed by pofterity, they ftill held 
out for three years, againfl: the whole forces 
of the Ottoman empire. At length they were 
about to capitulate, when the hope of fuc- 
cours, fent from France, again revived their 
valour, and rendered them invincible. Thefe 
fuccours arrived on the 26th of June, 1669, 
under the command of the Duke de Navailles, 
who brought with him a great number of 
French noblemen, who came to try their arms 
againft the Turks. 

The day after their arrival the impatient 
French made a general fally. The Duke de 
Beaufort, admiral of France, put himfelf at 
the head of the forlorn hope. He marched 
the firft againft the infidels, and was followed 
by a numerous body of infantry and cavalry. 
They rufhcd headlong upon the enemy, at- 
tacked, forced them in their intrenchments, 
and would have obliged them to abandon their 
lines and artillery, but for an unforefeen event 
which checked their courage. In the midft 
of the adion a powder-magazine blew up. 
The xnpft advanced loft their lives. The 

French 
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French ranks were hroken, and feveral of theif 
leaders, among whom was the Duke de Beau-^ 
fort, were never feen more. The foldiers 
took to flight in confufion. The Turks piir- 
fued them, and it was with the greateft dif- 
ficulty that the Duke de Narailles regained 
the walls of Candia« The French accufed the 
Italians of having betrayed them, by directing 
them to fally fooner than they fhould have 
done, and reimbarked!, in fpite of all the entrea- 
ties of the governor. Their departure decided 
the fate of the city : as only five hundred men 
remained for its defence. Morofini capitu- 
lated with Kiopruli, to whom he gave up the 
whole ifland of Crete, excepting Sude, Gra- 
buge, and Spina Longa. The Grand Vi^ 
fir made his entry into Candia on the 4th 
of Odober, 1 670, and remained there eight 
months, to repair the fortifications. 

The three fortreflfes, left: by treaty to the 
Venetians, remained long in their poflefiion ; 
but at length fell fucceffively into the hands 
of the enemy. Thus, after upwards of thirty 
years war, afi:er facrificing more than two 
hundred thoufand men, afi:er deluging the 
ifland with rivers of Mahometan and Ghrifl:ian 

blood, 
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blood, the Porte is at prefent in undifturbed 
poffeifion of Candia. 

This, Madam, is a feeble Iketch of the 
hiftory of Crete, from the diftant ages of an- 
tiquity to the prefent aera. As we are about 
to make a tour in the ifland, I fhall next fpeak 
to you of its commerce, government, popu- 
lation^ and whatever I imagine you will think 
moil interefting. 

I have the honour to be, &c 



LET- 
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LETTER XXL 

To M. L. M. 

1 OU have now, Madam, fbme acquaint^ 
ance \^ith the Cretans ; i have laid before yoa 
a fk6tch of their hiftory, and we will next 
proceed to make an excurfion into the ifland 
they inhabited, and vidt its antiquities. 

Elated with having been the birth-place of 
Jupiter, and proud of her hundred cities, 
Crete long continued more powerful than the 
other iflands of the Mediterranean. At pre- 
fent her glory is eclipfed. Time has not fpared 
a fingle one of all her cities, of which we 
fee nothing but the ruins. That we are about 
to quit is the modern capital, and has given 
its name to the ifland* As it is fituated on 
the fame fpot where ancient Heracleum for* 
merly flood, and is the refidence of the great 
officers of the Ottoman government, it merits 
a particular defcription. 

« The ifle of Dia," fays Strabo {d), " Is 
** fituated oppolite to Heracleum, the fea-port 

(d) Strabo, lib* x. 

«of 



ON GREECE* 209^ 

^^ of Choflus. It is only three leagues and a 
** half diftant from the coaft." This defcrip- 
tion is exaft, and perfedly correfponds with 
the pofition of Candia, and the diftance be- 
tween that city and the ifle of Dia, now called 
Standia. The following paflage confirms alfo 
Ae opinion of thofe who aflert, that the ca- 
pital of Crete is built on the ruins of Hera- 
cleum (^). " Cnoflus, fituated within, land, 
^ at the diftance of twenty-five ftadia from' 
^ the north fea, has for its port Heracleum." 
Twenty-five ftadia are equivalent to a league, 
and it is at this diftabce from Candia, to the 
fouth-eaft, that we fiiid the village of Cnojfou^ 
where the ruins of that once celebrated city 
are ftill to be feen. 

There is nb doubt, therefore, that the 
modern Candia, the Kandahk of the Arabs, 
now occupies the fcite of the ancient Hera- 
deum. You have read. Madam, the princi- 
pal occurrences of the memorable fiege this 
city fuftained againft the whole forces of the 
Ottoman empire. The Turks have repaired 
the ravages of war. The walls, which fur- 
. round it, are more than a league in circum-^ 

(i) Strabo, lib, x. 
'^ P ference, 
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ference, well prefored, aad d efende d whh 

deep ditches, but corered by no oot-woikp 

It isj however^ fafe from au attack on the fide 

of the Tea, as (hips cannot approach for want 

of water. 

* -■- 

Candia is the feat of the Turkifli gprem* 

ment. The Porte ufually fends thither a Pacha 
with three tails. Here alfo the principal offi- 
cerSy and different corps of the Ottoman fol- 
diery, are aflembled. This city, fo rich, 
populous, and commercial, under the Vene- 
tian government, is greatly fallen firom its 
ancient grandeur. The harbour, which is a 
handfome bafon, where fhips are (heltered 
from every wind, is daily filling up, and b 
now only capable of receiving boats and finall 
veflcls, lightened of a part of their cargo. 
Thofe freighted by the Turks at Candia are 
obliged to proceed almoft in ballaft, to wait 
for their loading in the ports of Standia, whi- 
ther it is brought to them in fmall barks. 
Thefe difficulties, which the governors do not 
endeavour to remedy, are very detrimental to 
commerce, which accordingly has extremely 
declined. 

Candia, greatly embellifhed by the Vene- 
tians, 
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tianS) is divided into ftrait ftreets^ and deco« 
rated with well-built houfes, a handfome 
fquare, and a magnificent fountain, but contains 
within its extenfive walls only a fmall num- 
ber of inhabitants. Several quarters of the 
town are almoft deferted. That of the market 
is the only one in which we perceive adtlvity 
or affluence. The Mahometans have convert- 
ed the greateft part of the Chriftian temples 
into mofques. They have left, however, two 
churches for the Greeks, one for the Arme- 
nians, and a fynagogue for the Jews. The 
Capuchins have a fmall convent, with a chapel, 
in which the French vice*conful hears mafs; 
for at prefent he is the only perfon of that 
nation who refides at Candia, the French mer- 
chants having retired to Canea. 

To the weft of Ganea ftretcheS a chain of 
mountains, defcending from Mount Ida, the 
point of which forms the promontory of Dion. 
Before we arrive there, we find on the fea- 
fhore Palio Cajlro^ a name the modern Greeks 
give to all ancient places. Its fituation cor- 
refponds with that of Panormus, which lay 
to the north-weft of Heracleum. 

The river to the weft of Candia was an- 
ciently called the Triton, and near its fource 
P 2 Minerva 
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Minerva was born of Jupiter (•/). A little fiiiv 
ther is the Loaxus; and about a league to the. 
eaft of the city the river Ceratus flows through 
a delightful valley, which, according to Strabo, 
paffed at a fmall diftance from CnofTus. Be- 
yond is a river, I imagine to be the Therenus, 
pn whofe banks, according to the fables of 
antiquity,^ Jupiter celebrated his nuptials with 
Juno {g). In the fpace of more than half a 
league, round the walls of Candia, we do not 
meet with a fingle tree. The Turks, during 
the fiege, cut them all down, and deftroyed 
the gardens and orchards which environed the 
town. The country beyond abounds in com 
and fruit-trees, and the adjacent hills, covered 
with vineyards, yield the malmfey of Mount 
Ida, worthy of a place at the tables of epi- 
cures* This wine, little known in France, is 



(/) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. Tradition fays, likewife, 
that Minerva was born of Jupiter in the ifland of Crete, 
near the fources of the Triton, whence is derived the epi- 
thet Tritogenes. 

(g) Diodorus Siculus, lib. v. It is faid, that the nuptiak 
of Jupiter and Juno were celebrated in the dittri£t of 
Cnoffus, near the fivw Thercnus. We ftill fee there a 
temple, where the priefts of the country imitate yearly, 
in a public feftival, the ceremonies which tradition fays 
were obfervi^J at tlitfc nuptials. 

perfumed, 
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perfumed, of a very agreeable flavour, and in 
high eftimation in this country. 

To-morrow, Madam, we fliall leave Candia. 
Our company will confift of twelve travellerSj 
among whom are a French vice-conful, a 
conful, who is to enter on his oflSce at Canea, 
fome young merchants, janiflaries, and others 
who travel from curiofity. We are all armed 
with mufkets, piftols, fabres, and fwords. In 
a country where every thing is decided by 
force, this mode of travelling is the fafeft. 
The Mountaineers and Turks have a great 
refpedt for the arms of Frenchmen ; and the 
only method of being under no apprehenfion 
from their violence is, to appear well provided 
with the means of defence. We Ihall not 
take the fhorteft road, as we defign to vifit 
the moll remarkable places in the ifland. 

I have the honour to be, &Cii 
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LETTER XXIL 

To M, L. M. 

Leaving Candb, Madam, wc direaed 
our courfe towards Gortyna, and foon ar-i 
rived at the ruins of Cnoflus, called by the 
modern Greeks Cnojfou. This was the royal 
city of Minos, who eftabliihed there the feat 
of his empire, and there gave thofe vdfe and 
admirable laws fo juflly boafted by antiquity. 
This city was a league and a half in circuit {b)^ 
and long continued one of the moft celebrated 
of the ifland. United with Gortyna, it gave 
law to (/) almoft all Crete ; but falling after* 
wards into misfortunes (/&), Gortyna and Lye* 
tos profited by its decline, and Cnoffus was 
for a time flript of almoft all its fplendour ; 
but foon repairing thefe loffes, recovered part 
of its ancient power, and refumed its flation 
among the moft flourifhing cities of Crete. 
The Romans, to fecure their conqueft, efta- 
blifhed there a numerous colony. At length, 

{h) Strabo, lib. X, 
(/) Polybius, lib. iv. 
ik) Straboi lib, X, 

« in 
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** in the thirteenth year of the reign of 
•* Nero (/), the whole ifland fufFering by a 
•' violent earthquake, Cnoflus was totally de- 
•* ftroyed." {m) The lightning, during this 
tremendous calamity, did not proceed from 
the clouds, but from tbe earth, and the fea 
retreated feven ftadia (n). Several tombs burft 
open, in one of which was found the work 
of Didys of Crete, containing the events of 
the Trojan wan ^ 

From that time the lofty Cnoflus, humbled 
in the duft, has never rifen from her ruins, but 
heaps of ftones, ancient walls half demolifhed, 
the remains of edifices, and the name of Cno/^ 
JbUj which the fpot it ftood on ftill retains, 
enable us to aflign, with certainty, its ancient 
fituation. Thefe ruins were, no doubt, much 
more confiderable before the building of Can- 
dia: becaufe, as they were fo near, it may 
well be believed the Venetians made ufe of 
them, as materials for the ramparts and houfes 
of that capital. 

Leaving Cnoflbu on our left, we continued 
our journey. As foon as we had reached the 

(/) Septimius in Epift. ad Arcad. 
(m) Philoftratus in Vita Apollonii. , 
(n) Suidas. 

P 4 lofty 
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lofty hills, which range aloog the foot x^ 
Mount Ida, on the eaft, the country prefented 
the moft agreeable profpeds. At different 
diftances we difcovered vallies clad with ver- 
dure, fmall villages, fituated on the banks of 
rivulets, environed with beautiful orchards, 
and interfperfed here and there with tufts 
of branching trees, which crowned the hil- 
locks. 

We were about four leagues to the fouth- 
eaft of Candia, and employed in climbing a 
very fteep path, when our guides apprifed us 
that we were paffing near the tomB of Ju^ter. 
We laboured up the mountain to view this 
ancient monument, but faw nothing but a 
heap of ftones, half eaten away by time, which 
the inhabitant$ of the country call the tomb of 
Jupiter. 

Both the fables and hiftories of antiquity 
agree that a Jupiter died, and was buried in 
the ifland of Crete. T^e third Jupiter, the fon 
of Saturn {p\ was born there, and his tomb 

is 

{o) Cicero de Natura Deorum, lib. iii. Arnob. 
lib. iv. The third Jupiter, fon of Saturn, was buried 
in the ifland of Crete. (Theophilus, lib. i.) Jupiter, 
foil of oiLturn, wlio was Vai\- of Cretej has a tomb 

in 
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ia ftill fhewn there (/). Jupiter having ended 

his days in Crete, his relations and friends^ in 

obedience to his lad commands^ ereA^d a 

temple and a tomb to his memory. This 

temple ftill fubfifted in the days of Plato ; but 

time, or earthquakes, have deftroyed it. This 

philofopher, who was well acquainted with 

the places he defcribes^ fpeaks of it thus (^) : 

^f The road, which leads from CnofTus to the 

^f cavern and temple of Jupiter, is very plea- 

*^ fant. We continually meet with alleys of 

^i large tufted trees, whofe foliage fhelters us 

^ from the fcorching beams of the fun. If 

^^ we proceed ftill further, we find woods 

^^ of cyprefs-trees, of furprifmg height and 

^^ beauty ; by the fide of which are delight- 

^f ful meadows, where travellers may repofe^ 

*f and qonverfe," 

From all thefe authorities we may conclude, 

in that ifland. (Pomponius Mela, lib. ii. cap. 7.) We 
fee in Crete a tomb, where, it is almoft impoffible to 
doubt, that Jupiter was buried. The inhabitants fhew 
the remains of the infcription, which proves the hSL 
(Chryfoftom, in Epift. Pauli ad Titum.) The Cretans 
poflefs the tomb of Jupiter, on which we read thisinfcrip- 
tion : Here lies Zan, who is called Jujfiter^ 

(p) Cedrenus. 

(;} Plato de Legibus, lib. i. 

that 
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that 1 man, called Jupiter, who, hj great ac- 
tions, merited well of his fubjefts, and oa 
whom divine honours were bellowed, died 
in the ifland of Crete; that a temple w^a« 
ere£ted to him, which has been deftroyed by 
time; that his tomb was fliewn with an in- 
fcription on it, until the time of the Roman 
Emperors, and that at prefent there is to be 
feen, about three leagues from Cnoflus, an 
eminence, commonly called Mount Icarus, on 
the top of which the inhabitants of the coun- 
try point out a heap of ftones, which they 
call the tomb of Jupiter. As for the facred 
cavern, in which he was brought up, and to 
which Minos repaired every ninth year, to 
converfe with hie father, and receive his laws, 
it may be prefumed not to have been far 
diftant from this place (r), but we did not. 
fee it. 

As 

(r) The ancients almoft always join together the 
cavern and the tomb of Jupiter. Plato fays, the cave 
and temple of Jupiter: becaufe in his time the lepulchre 
was embelliflied with a temple. Minutius Felix fays, 

" Jupiter reigned in Crete We ftill fee his cave 

" and tomb." The conftant mention of the tomb 
and cavern together, feems to indicate that thefe monu- 
ments were iio| diftant frgm each gther. The ancients 

place 
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As we defcende4 the hill, we met -with & 
village wedding, on its way to the neighbour** 
ing hamlet. A great mimher of Greeks, 
mounted on horfes and mules, compofed the 
efcort of the bride, whp was furrounded by a 
company of handfome girls. They were all 
decked out in their belt array, and their long 
white veils fell gracefully on their fhoulders : 
the men wore fine coloured faflies, and all 
appeared e:?tremely merry. We thought it a 
neceffary piece of French politenefs to falute 
the bride, and drawing up in a line, ^^ fhe 
paffedjgave her a general difcharge of mulketry* 
Thofe aniopg the Greeks who had arms, re* 
turned the compliment, and we feparated with 
mutual e:F$preiIioQS of refped. 

We now defcendecl into the plain, where, 
though it was the month of November, we 
fbund the heat confiderable. We were to 
fleep ^t the convent of St. George, from which 
we were ftill three leagues diftant, and in our 
road had to pais feveral ranges of hills, which 
form the biifis of Mount Ida on the eaft. The 

place the facred cavern at the foot of Mount Ida. Plato 
dcfcribes it as on one fide pf Cnoffi^s, The fituation of 
Mount Icanis fufficiently correfponds with thefe indica- 
tions. 

7 country 
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country prefented a great variety of the mod 
jnfturefque profpe6:s. Sometimes, from the 
iummit of a hill, we difcovered an immenfe 
horizon, terminated by mountains which con- 
cealed their heads in clouds; and prefently 
ftraying along the bottom of profound vallies, 
adorned with fruit-trees, and flowering flirubs, 
we feemed as if imprifoned by the vaft and 
fteep declivities on each fide. At length, 
after having continued afcending a long time, 
we perceived at a diftance the monaftery of 
St. George, the fight of which gave us na 
Uttle pleafure, and we redoubled our pace. 
It was evening whien we entered the court. 
The monks, at firft, were alarmed at our num- 
ber ; and the fuperior, according to cuftom, 
concealed himfelf. But we had a perfon with 
us who was perfedUy acquainted with the 
Greeks and their fubterftiges. He addrefled 
himfelf to fomc of the fathers, telUng them, 
that we had with us the French conful, who 
was going to Canea, and who, as he had 
great influence with thofe in power in that 
country, was able to render eflfential fervices 
to their bifhop, and all the convents in the 
ifland. They did not fail to convey this in- 
formation to the fuperior, who inftantly came 

4 > t<i 
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tip receive and compliment us, and immediate* 
ly all the doors were thrown open to our com- 
pany. 

. We had travelled feven computed leagues, 
^qual to ten French ones, and our horfes were 
very tired. As foon as we had alighted, feveral 
children came to take them by the bridle, and 
walked them about for a quarter of an hour, 
bfefore they put them into the ftable. This 
cuftom is conftantly obferved in Crete : they 
never fhut up the horfes when in a fweat, but 
always make a. rule of walking them about 
fome time in the open air. Hence the Cretan 
horfes are ftrong, healthy, and fcarcely ever 
tixe. They boldly climb the fteepeft rocks, 
and defcend the fame into the vallies, without • 
ftumbling. The traveller's life depends on 
the furenefs of their footing : for he frequent- 
ly paffes along narrow paths on the edge of 
dreadful precipices, where a fmgle falfc ftep 
would infallibly be his deftrudion. 

While fupper was preparing, one of the 
monks earneftly requeded us to vifit his cell. 
He was a lover of good wine, which indeed 
might be feen in his countenance, and he re- 
galed us in the beft manner he could with his 
beloved liquor. It is true, he had but one 

cup. 
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cap9 but that was large and deep ; he circu- 
lated it briikly, and feemed highly pleafed 
with the encomiums we bellowed on his wine* 
. The monks of Saint George poflefs exten- 
five lands, on which they feed numerous 
flocks, and which produce com, barley, wine^ 
oil^ wax, and honey, in abundance. The 
Turks have left them thcfe lands, on condi-> 
tion of their exerciling hofpitality towards 
all travellers, which they commonly do with 
a tolerable good grace. Both riders and 
horfes are lodged and fupplled with provi- 
fions. Thefe houfes are of great ufe in a 
couhtry where there are neither inns nor 
caravanferas : for without them, the traveller 
would be obliged to carry with him a load of 
l>agg^g^> and every neceflary of life. The 
monks cultivate their fields themfelves, and 
owe what they eJijoy to the labour of their 
hands. 

A magnificent repaft (i) was ferved up to 

/us : the middle difli Was a roafted pig, round 

which were excellent mutton, pigeons, and 

very fine poultry J the reft of the table was 

{s) The French word is ambigu. An ambigu is to 
entertainment confifting of both meat and fruits* T, 

covered 
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covered with plates of pomegranates, almonds, 
graphs, frefli olives, and honey. This honey, 
as tranfparent as cryftal, was delicious ; as 
highly perfumed as the flowers themfelves, as 
delicate^ as the fined fweet-meats, and equally 
grateful to the fmell and tafte. The fuperior 
fet before us moft exquifite wines ; red, white^ 
and orange-coloured, the produce of the hills 
round the monaftery, on which we alternately • 
beftowed the highefl commendations.. 

^ After fupper we were conduced to a fpa- 

cious hall, where, norwithftanding the hard- 

nefe of our beds, wc petfedly well enjoyed 

the pleafures of repofe* To fhew refpedt to 

the French conful, they had allotted him a fe- 

parate apartment, and placed two full decanters 

by his bed-fide. In the m\Drning, he wifhed 

to waftx his mouth, and pouring out fome of 

the fuppofed water, found it to be white wine. 

He took the other decanter, and filled his 

glafs, but this proved to be pure brandy. J^o 

doubt, thefe good monks are accullomed to 

make libations to the god of fleep, or to con- 

fole themfelves for his rigours, with the bottle. 

I hare the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 



$04 LETTERS 



LETTER XXra. 



To M. L. M. 

V-/UR intention being to vifit Gonyna and 
the Labyrinth ; we fet out early in the 
morning from the monaftery of St. George, 
and after thanking our hofts, \rfio politely 
fiimifhed us with provifions for our break- 
£2ift, direAed our courfe toward the fouthem 
part of the ifland, and continued defcend- 
ing for two hours from the convent into 
the plain. The journey was lefs fatiguing 
than the preceding day. We travelled through 
a beautiful country interfperfed with villages, 
and furrounded with olive and almond trees. 
The declivities of the hills on the right and 
left prefented us with charming landfcapes. 
This whole diftrift appeared rich and po- 
pulous; but the time, of harveft and the 
vintage being over, we met with but few in- 
habitants, who were fliut up in their houfes, 
occupied in domeftic labours. 

After 
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After fome hours travelling, a little path, 
Uaed with verdant turf, and watered by a 
limpid ftream, which meandered through the 
▼alley, invited us to halt. We fpread out the 
proviiions of the good monks, and breakfafted 
at the foot of a plane-tree, Qur journey had 
fharpened pur appetites, and we found our 
repaft delicious. The water of the . fountain 
was cool and pure, and a few bottles of wine 
tendered it ftill better. Our breakfaft was very 
cheerful and agreeable, but footi over ; we re- 
mounted ourhorfes,and continued our journey. 
Otir way lay over a level ground, in- 
clofed between two chains of mountains, the 
fides of which were furrowed by the chan- 
aels of limpid ftreams. Numerous flocks 
of goats and fheep were feeding on thyme, 
or browfing on the leaves of wild fhrubs. 
Here a cottage, furrounded with vineyards, 
fhewed itfelf on the fummit of a rock ; 
and there another lay concealed in the ob- 
fcurity of a thicket. Our eyes were amufed 
on every fide with agreeable and variegated 
ptofpedsj and we made a great progrefs id 
our journey without perceiving it. 

The fun had run half his courfe ; and we 
had been feven hours on horfeback, when, 

Q. wo 
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we arrived at a large town^ the inhabitants 
of which have not the bell of charaders^ 
They are accufed of a difpofition to rob tra- 
vellers ; but, confiding in our arms, we re- 
folved to afk for a dinner* We were very 
indifferently received in feveral houfes, and 
the forbidding appearance of thofe who 
lived in them made us go on further, till, at 
length, we knocked at a door, where we 
found the inhabitants better inclined. We 
did not find, indeed, the fplendid table 
of our rich monks. Eggs, olives, honey, 
and bad cheefe, were all they oflfered us; 
and for thefe we paid generoufly. When 
leaving this villanous place, many of the 
inhabitants infulted us with ill language ; 
but the fight of our mufqueta levelled at 
them, and the drawn fabres of our janit- 
fari^s, foon filenced them. 

We now entered the plain of Meflara, 
which is fcveii leagues in length, and exr 
tends as far as the fea on the fouth fide 
of the ifland. It is the moft fertile in com 
of any in the kingdom of Candia ; the foil 
here h excellent, and the crop never dif- 
appoints the expectation of the hufbandman. 
A llrait and good road here fliewcd ui 

we 



^ ^ GREECE. ,,^ 

t^e approachea Gortynaj the ruins of which 
we foon difcdvered, and fpentreveral hoim»- 
m examining. 

The origin of Gortyna Is uncertain, the 
^imons of authors varying on the fr,^,Q, 
We know however, that it is of the higheft 

anuqu«y Homer fpeaks of it, as of a poL. 
fiJaty defended by walls. It was fflou. 
^flimg place when Lycurgus travelled irito 
«-rete. Some fay. it was founded by Gor* 
tynus, fon of Tegetes(/). Plato tells us, it 
vras bmlt by a colony from Goityna, a city 
of Peloponnefus ; and feveral ancient writeii 
aflert that Tauru8„ who carried off Europa. 
and who reigned in Crete, founded this 
, celebrated city(«), 

(/) Stephanus Byzahtmas. Go«yna received its 
name from the hero Gortynus. It was alfo called La- 
nffa, Cremma, and at length Gortyna. (Paufanias in 
Arcad.cis). It is related that CydoZcatreus aTGo ! 
tynus, fom of Tegetes, pafled into the iHand of Crete 
and gave therr names to Cydon, Catnra, and Gortyn,. 
But the Creta,« reje,5l this account, and % that CyZ 
^as 4e fon of Mercury, and Acacallidis the daughter 
of Mmosi tfjat^Catreus was the fon «f Mbo^aa4 
GprtynusjofRhadamanthus. • 

(«) Plato dc Legibus, lib. iv, 

Q^« How, 
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However well or ill founded thefc dif- 
ferent accounts may be, Gortyna, fituated 
in a plain of vail extent, watered by nu-« 
merous rivulets, fertile in com, barley, olives^ 
and all kinds of produdi^ns, became one 
€( the moil confiderable cities of the ifland. 
It was only five le^^es diftant from the 
iea, on the fouth-fide^ on which it had two 
harb&urs (y) ; Lebena, where was a famous 
temple (w), and Metalia, fituated at the ex- 
tremity of the cape .fo calleA The people 
of Gortyna knew how , to avail themfelves 
of thefe advantages, and became exceedingly 
powerful. They united Aeir arms with 
thofe of the Cnoffians to fubdue the neigh- 
bouring cities, and greatly extended the li- 
mits of their territory* Their walls were 
more than two leagues in circumference ; but 

(v) Euftathius in Dionyfiunu Gortyna was built by 
Taurus, who carried off Europa the Phoeniciah, and 
who reigned in Crete. (Chron. Alexand.) Taurus 
foundey, in the ifland of Crete, a city which he called 
Gortyna, from the name of his mother, the grand-^ 
daughter of Jupiter. (Cedrenus*) Taurus built; in Crete 
the city of Gortynsi, Ho called after his mother's name. 

(tu) Strabo, lib. x, Gortyna has two ports on the 
Lybian fea ; Lebena, from which it is only four leagues 
^ftant, aiid Metalla^ fituated two leagues beyond* 

baviag 
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having been deftroyed by time, the magil 
tirates began repairing them, but finifj^ec 
only eight fiadia^ leaving the reft of the towi 
open (x). Strabo attributes the rebuildinj 
thefc walls (j)/) to Ptolemy Philopater ; bu 
adds, that ' he did not complete them, aric 
that they remained unfinifhed. 

Gortyna contained feveral temples, among 
which the moft remarkable were thofe oi 
Apollo (z), Jupiter (tf), and Diana (i). Tht 

firft was held in great veneration by the 
people of Greece, who, in the time of a 
pJague, fent thither deputies to confult it« 
oracle (c), Menelaus, going in purfuit ol 
Helen, facrificed in the fecond a hecatomb 
to Jupitier ; and Hannibal, dreading left the 
avarice of the Gortynians might tempt them 
to deliver him up to his enemies, in order 
to obtain his treafures, the report of which 
had preceded his arrhral, depofited^ in prefencc 

4 

(x) Phranzes, Chron. lib. i. 

(>)*Strabo, lib. X. . " 
* (z) Stephjm. Byzant* In the middle of Goftpi^ wi^ 
the temple and altar of ApoUo. 

{a) Photius Biblioth. Hift. lib. v,. f 

(b) ^milius Probus* 

(c) Antonius Liberalis, metamorph. 25. 

0.3 « 
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of the people, veffels filled with lead, and 
covered with gold and filver, in the temple 
of Diana, declaring that he confided to them 
his fortune. Shortly after, however, he took 
an opportunity to efcapo into Afia with his 
riches enclofed in brazen ftatues ; but the im* 
placable vengeance of Rome purfued him 
every where. The Lethe ran near Gor- 
tyna (d). Strabo {e) affures us that he croft- 
ed it. This city having undergone frequent 
revolutions, the river may have, at fomc 
period, flowed round its walls, and, at others, 
through the city; for it is certain that, at 
prefcnt, nims are difcoverable beyond this 
river, which is now only a tolerably large 
rivulet. It was called Lethe, becaufe Har^ 
monia, the daughter of Venus, forgot her 
hufband Cadmus on its banks {f). Geo* 
graphers reckon feveral rivers of this name. 
Strabo enumerates four {g). 

The 

{d) Solinus. The river Lethe runs near Gortyna, 
>vhere Taurus carried oflFEuropa. 

(e) Strabo. The river Lethe runs through the city 
of Gortyna. 

{f) Vibius Sequcfter, de ^mnibus. 

{^) Magnefja wds fituated on the Meander, where Ae 

river 
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• The ruins of Gortyna cover a vaft exten 
6f ground, and enable us to form ipme ide; 
of its ancient magnificence. Such of its mo- 
numents as ftill fubfift, are not of the high- 
eft antiquity. One of the moft remarkabh 
is a gate built with large bricks, which have 
been formerly covered with freeftone; thofc 
of the fides and arch-way have been dc« 
' tached, yet it ftill does, and muft long con- 
tinue to fubfift. This edifice is of a confi- 
derable thicknefs, and prefents an extenfivc 
front. It cannot be fuppofed more ancienl 
than the time when Ptolemy Philopater un- 
dertook to rebuild the walls of Gortyna. Be^. 
yond this gate, we find a large open fpace, 
in form nearly a parallelogram, on each fid(! 
of which is a double row of pedeftals. Th<i 
bafes of the marbles are buried, and th< 
tops alone appear above the ground. The 
order in which they are ranged gives reafor 
to conje£turQ they were part of the porticc 
of a temple,' At different intervaU we mee^ 

river Lethe falls into it ; another river of tiie l^mc 
name runs near Gortyna ; a third Ijathes Tricca, a cit] 
of Theffaly ; and we find a fourtk Lethe i;i the w^fterr 
part of Africa. 

0^4 ^Jtfc 
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with heaps of rubbifh, and columos of maiv 
blc, and of granite, buried up to the middle 
of their Ihafts. The capitals lie near them^ 
broken off; but feveral of them have none. 
Near the farther end of thefe ruins, on 
the banks of that beautiful river, where Har* 
monia forgot Cadmus, we enter a churchy 
one iide of which is deftroyed. Its archi** 
tcdiure is fimple, without colonnades j 
and it is about one hundred and twenty 
feet long, by lixty wide. This is proba^ 
Wy the ancient cathedral founded by Titus, 
the difciple of Saint Paul. Some coniider^ 
able ruins, fituated at a little diftance, may 
be the rem^uns of the palace of the arch-s* 
bjfhop. 

Thefe ruins do not appear fuitable to what 
might be expeSed from the grandeur and 
magnificence of Gortyna. But we muft con-^ 
iider that the fineft m^bles have been carried 
off, that we fee, in adjacent villages, ancient 
cdumns employed in making gates for tho 
Turkifli gardens, and that the greateft part 
of its ornaments are buried under thfe earth, 
which is confiderably raifed. If the ground 
were dug into, and proper refearches made, 
weJhould certainly fiad ftatues and valuable 

anti- 
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^h^quities. At prefent, the hufbandman pajf. 
ies his plough oyer them, and covers with 
his harvcft the ruins of the palaces and tem- 
ples of Gortyua. . Such, Madam^ is the def<- 
tiny of ancient cities. They are the wori? 
of man^ and perifli like himfelf. Thofe 
which, . in ages paft, were the ornament^ ot 
terror of the world, Thebes, Memphis and 
Babylon, are now no more. Can yqu ima« 
gine that Paris, that noble city, which con- 
tains within itfelf all the arts, and innumer- 
able inhabitants, will, exift for ever? Cat 
you doubt that the curious traveller .fhal 
one day wander amid heaps of rubfa^ifh, h 
fearch of the fitu^tion of her temples an( 
her palaces? Let us confole ourfelves: tha 
period is ftill very remote. 

We quitted the plain of Gortyna to vifi I 
the Labyrinth. The road leading ta this me 
morable place is rough and fleep ; but, afte 1 
an afcent of near an hour, we, at lengtl 
reached the entrance. We had brought wit 
us the thread of Ariadne, that is to fay, fot 1 
himdred fathoms of twine, which we fai 
tened to the gate, where we ftationed tvf 
janifTaries, with orders to fufier nobody I1 
^ntcr. The opening of the Labyrinth 

natura 
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natural) and not wide, When you have ^- 
vanced a littk, you find a confiderable ipace 
flrewed with large ftones, and covered with 
a flat roof cut out of the folid mountain. 
To difcem our way amid this gloomy abode^ 
we each carried .a flambeau. Two Greeks 
bore the clew, which they unfolded or wound 
up as occafion required. At firft wc loft 
ourfelves in different alleys without an open- 
ing, and were obliged to meafure back our 
fteps, but , at length difcovered the true patr 
fage, which is on the right as we enter; 
we arrive at it by a narrow path, and are 
obliged to creep on our hands and feet for 
the fpace of an hundred yards, the roof be- 
ing extremely low. At the end of this nar- 
row paffage the ceiling rifes fuddenly, and 
we were able to walk upright, in- the midft 
of the impenetrable darknefs that furround* 
ed us, and the numerous ways which ftruck 
off on each fide, and croffed each other in 
difierent dire^ons. The two Greeks we had 
liired trembled with apprehenfion ; the fweat 
poured down their faces, and they refiafed 
to -advance, unlefs we took the lead. 

The alleys through which we paffed were 
in general from fcven to eight feet high ; in 
. 1 ' width 
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*width they varied from fix to ten, ani 
fbnietimes more. They are all chifeled ou 
of the rock, and the ftones, of a dirty grey 
are ranged in horizontal layers. In foro 
places, huge blocks, of ftone, half detacher 
from the rpof, feem ready to fall on you 
head, and you muft ftoop in pafling them 
not without fome danger of their falling. Thil 
havock has, no doubt, been occafioned bj 
earthquakes^ which are fo frequent in Crete 
Thus did we continue wandering in thii 
maze, of which we endeavoured to difco 
ver all the windings, and as foon ais w^ 
had got to the end of one alley, entere< 
into another. Sometimes we were ftoppei 
fhort by a paflage without an opening, an< 1 
at others, ?ifter long circuits, were aftc 
tiiflied ,to find ourfdves at the crofs-wa 
from which we had fet out. Frequently, aftc 1 
encircling with our cord a great extent < 
rock, we were obliged to wind it up, an : 
return the way we came. It is impoffible t 
defcribe to what a degree thefe paffages z\ \ 
multiplied ajid crooked; fome of them forr 
curves which lead you infenfibly to a va 
empty fpace, fupported by enormous pillai ! 
wh^oce three or four paffages ftrikc off th 1 

condu 
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to get out of it, if left thore without either 
clew or flambeau; he would lofe himfelF 
in a thoufand windings : the horrors of the 
place, and the intenfe darknefs^ would fill 
him with confternation, and he muft mifer* 
ably perifh. 

On our return, we examined a winding 
we had not before noticed ; it conduced us 
to a beautiful grotto^ rifing into a dome, 
wrought by the hand of nature. It has no 
ftaladlites, nor indeed' is a fingle one to be 
found in the whole extent of the cavern, 
9S the water does not filtrate through the 
rpof. Every thing is dry; and, as the air is 
never renewed, the fmell is extremely difagree- 
able. Thoufands of bats, the dung of which 
lies in heaps, inhabit this gloomy abode. 
They are the only monfters we difcovered. 
We came out with a great deal of pleafure, 
and breathed the external air with a kind of 
rapture. Night now began to come on, and 
the road was not very eafy to be found ; 
we haftened, therefore, to defcend the moun- 
tain, and entered a neighbouring farm, where 
we were very hofpitably entertained by a 
Turk. 

1 liare the honour be, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
To M, L. M. 

O E V E R A L authors. Madam, among 
i?\rliom are Belon (^) and Pocock (/), pretend 
that the Labyrinth, which I have been de- 
fcribing, is no more than a quarry, from 
which ftones were brought to build thq city 
of Gortyna. M. Toumefort (m) has fatisfac- 
torily confuted this opinion ; he has proved 
that the ftone of this 'cavern is too foft to 
be fit for building, and that it would have 
coft enormous fums to convey it acrofs the 
fteep mountains that lie between the Laby- 
rinth and the city. It m.uft have been much 
more natural for the inhabitants to procure 
their ftone from the mountains in the vi-- 
cinity of Gortyna. Had the Labyrinth been 

(i) Obfervations dc plufieurs Singularitos et Chofec 
memorables trouv&s in Grecc, &c. 
{1} Defer iption of the Eaft. 
(m) Voyage du Levant. 

bul 
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but an ordinary quarry, why leave at thd 
entrance a channel a hundred yards long^ 
fo low as not to be acceffible but by creeping^ 
and from whence ftones could not be brought 
until broken in pieces? This would hav« 
been to double both labour and expencc 
to no purpofe. It is much more proba- 
ble, adds M. TourAefort, that nature has 
produced the Labyrinth, and that the paflagc 
at the entrance has not been altered, to {hew 
poftcrity what was the ftate of thefe fubtcr- 
ranean channels before they were enlarged bjr 
the hand of man* It is evident, that nothing 
more has been attempted than merely to ren- 
der them paflable, finde only thq/e ftones hare 
been cleared away which have obftruded the 
paflage ; all the others have been left, and 
are ranged in order along the walls. 

But for what pfurpofe was this Labyrinth 
intended ? Is it of great antiquity ? And 
was it there the Minotaur was confined? 
Thefe are queflions which, I believe, hare 
never been anfwered. Let us endeavoi&,if 
poflible, to refolve them. The difcovery 
of truth, obfcured by the lapfe of time, ^ves 

plea- 
- . 4 
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j>lcafiire to the reader, and amply recom- 
penfes the labour of inveftigation. ^j 

In the firft place, it is certain that the 
immenfe cavern, the windings of which I have 
defcribed, is not the Labyrinth formed by 
Daedalus, on the plan of that of Egypt («}• 
All the ancient writers atteft, that the famous 
'work of that celebrated architect was fituated 
at CncHlTus. " It was agreed,'* fays Paufanias, 
** to fend to the Minotaur of Crete feven vir- 
** gins and feven boys, to be thrown into the 
•* Labyrinth built in the city of Cnoffus (o)." 
** As foon as Apollonius arrived at Cnoffus, 
^ he vifited the Labyrinth (/)," &c. 

(y) John Tzetzes very fatisfadorily defcribcs 
this famous edifice, and informs us of the 
life for which it was intended. ^' Dasdalus, 
** the Athenian, made for king Minos a pri- 
** fon, from which it was impoffible to efcape. 

(n) Diodorus Siculiis, lib. i. It is faidjthat D^alus, 
iravclling into Egypt, was ftruck with admiration at 
the fight of the Labyrinth conftrufled with wondrous 
art, and that he formed a fimilar one for Mjnos king of 
Crete. * ^ 

(o) Paufanias in Atticis. 

{p) Philoftratus, in Vita Apol'onii. 

(q) Johannes Tzetzes. 

R «* It 
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^ Its numerous windings were in the font 
^^ of a fnaily and it was called the Labyrintlu'* 
Philocorus (r) aflerts, after the unanimous 
teftimony of the Cretans, that ** the La* 
** byrinth was a prifon contrived more effec- 
•* tually to prevent the efcape of male* 
" fadors/* 

The engraving I have here given, and 
which is copied after the defign of Murtius, 
as taken from an antique gem, correfponds ex* 
tremely well with the defcription of Tzetzes, 
Such' then was the plan of that celebrated 
work of antiquity, conflru&ed on the model 
of that of Egypt. It was a prifon wherein 
Thefeus and his companions were to end their 
days, or live deprived of honour. But love 
and courage extricated them from their dan-^ 
gen This Labyrinth fubilfts no longer. It 
was indeed already deftroyed in the days 
of Pliny. Let us therefore proceed to con- 
fider that which is ftill exifting. 

Permit me, Madam, to go fomewhat fur- 
ther back, in order to throw a little light on 
a few obfcure fadis, mingled with fo many 

(r) Plutarch, in Thcfco. 

fables. 
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fable$. By coUefting the various bpiiuons of 
jtncient authors, perhaps, vtt ulay be able t6 
Temove the veil which conceals triith. Yoil 
know that Androgeos, fon of Minos, went td 
Athens, and that JSgeus, at his retuhi from 
Troezene (i), Celebrated whislt Were called thd 
Panathenaic g;ames, to which all Grfeece re- 
paired. The Cretan heto entered the liftsj 
vanquifhed all the combataiits, and was pub- 
Kcly crowned (/). This prihc^ entered into 
a fHendly alliance with the Pallantides, • whd 
made pretenfions to the thrbiie. iEgelis, dread- 
ing the confequences of this £4endihip, had 
lum aflajQSnated near (Enan in Attica, when 
bn his way to a facred folemnity. 

(u) Minos foon appeared at the head of 1 
naval aifmiimeftti to demand vengeance for the 
death of his fdn; and, after a long and bloody 
fiege, during which Athens was ravaged by 
the plagUfe, iSgeus^ incapable of defending 
lumfelf any longer, demanded of thd king of 
Crete what fatisfadion hb required. That 
prince infifted on his fending him^ every fe« 

(1) Apollod<>ni% lib. Hi; 
{t) Diodonis Siculu$, lib^ hti 
(«) Apollodorus, lib. iiu 

R i Venth 
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venth year(v), ievcn bcp^s md feven gifla, td 
be delivered to the Minotaur. Thefe uahaf^y 
victims were abandoned to him, and h^ car- 
ried them oflF in his fleet. At the Hated time 
he agdn appeared with a number of fhipa^ 
and was fatisfied in like manner. 

Thefe children were chofen by lot, and the 
parents of thofe on whom the fatal chance 
fell, murmured loudly againft ^eus. They 
were filled with indignation^ on refl^^iog 
that the author of the .mifchief fliould alop^ 
efcape the punifhment (x^i and that He fhould 
raife to the throne a natural fon {jy)y w^ije.he 
deprived them, of thetr legitimate children. 
They were even ripe for a revolt. But when 
the time for fending the third tribute; arrived, 

(v) Diodorus, lib. iv. fays, ,that they were fent every 
feven years. Apollodorus fays, every year. Plutarch 
(in Vid Thefei) aflerts, th4tthis tribtite to^b^ci^iOfily 
ence in nirie ycvs* Thefe opinions, though r^)^^ ^^Jd^P:^ 
•fyefting Ae number of years, all confirm die fa£l, - 

{x) Plutjarch, in Vita Thefei. ' ' 

(y) Hy'gih. Fab. xxxvii/Keptune arid JEgeus,fons of 
Pandion, had ' artiorous commerce, in the fame nightt 
with j^dira, daughter of Pytheus, in the temple of Mi^ 
nerva, Thefe us fprang from this union. Ifocrates fays, 
he was called the fon of iEgeus, but that Neptune wis 
really his father. 

Thefeusi 
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Thefeiis, whoin feyeral gallant affions had al- 
ready raifed to the fame of a hero, and who,iQ 
^he bloom of youth, united every endowment 
of mind and body (z), was determined tp put 
^n end tothefe murmurs. He voluntarily 
offered himfelf to be one of the vidtims, re- 
iblving to perifli, or free his country from an 
odious tribute ; ^nd departed, after facrificing 
to. Apollo at Delphi> who diredted him to take 
Venus for his guide {a). 

Let us now endeavour to difcover the true 
meaning of the fable of the Minotaur. Taurus 
was the name of one of the principal men of 
Crete, . who was a, native of Cnoflus (b). His 
valour, and other great qualities, no doubt, 
recommended him to Minos, who made clioice 

(z) Servius ad iEneid, lib. vi. Thefeus was as beauteous 
as brave. (Ifocrates) I may fay to the praife of Thefeus, 
that, being born in the time of Hercules, he fo comported 
himfelf as to merit a like glory. Not only did they bear 
the fame arms, but they applied to the fame exercifes of 
body and mind, as became two heroes of the fame blood. 

{a) Plutarch, Thefeus having confulteJ the Delphic 
Apollo, before his departure, the oracle told him to take 
Venus for his guide. 

{b) Ifaac Tzetzes ad Lycbphron. Taurus was a native 
of Cnoflus, a city of Crete, and general of the armj 
^at carried ofFEuropa. - - • ^ i / 

R3 ol 
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of him to command aa expedition againft 
Phoenicia* ^ Taurus,'^ adds Pakephatus^ ^ 4 
^^ citizen of Cnoflua, made war on the Ty«- 
^ rians* Having overcome them, he carried 
^^ off feveral young women from thdr city, 
<^ among whom was £urop;^ daughter of 
^^ king Agenor. This it wa* that gave rife 
^^ to the fabl^ of ^ bull having feized Europa^ 
^* and carried her away. Th? poets, fond 
^^ of the marvellous, added, that ihe was ra^ 
^^ viflied by Jupiter in the form of a bull." 

The conqueror lived at the court of Minos: 
}ie had rctitmcd laden with the fpoils of Tyre, 
and as he poflbfled th^ advantage of a fine 
peyfon, the renown he had acquired by his 
military exploits, rendered him ftill more 
handfome in the eyes of Pafiphae, the daughter 
of the Sun, and wife of the king of Crete. 
She became enamoured of him, and finding 
meatus to gratify her pafiion (r), had a fon by 
him. Minos having difcovered *^ that this 
^^ child could not be his, but that he was the 
*^ fruit of the ampurs of Taprus and Fafiphae, 
<^ would not, however, put him to. death, but 
^^ confined him to the mountains, to ferve the 
i^ Ihepherds, In thefe folitary abodes he grew 

(f ) Palxphat* d€ Fab* 

** wiI4 
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^ wild and fierce, and lived by robbery, ani 
^^ftealing fheep from the flocks* ^avin( 
^^ learnt that Minos had fent foldiers to tab 
^^ him, he dug a deep cavern, which he madi 
^^ his place of refuge. At length the king 6 
^* Crete fent to the fon of Taurus fuch cri- 
** minals as he wifhed to punifh with death/ 
His ferocity,^ and this employment, no doubt 
procured him the name of Minotaur, and in« 
duced poets and -painters to reprefent him a^ 
a monfter, half a man, and half a 1>ulU Ar 
ingenious emblem, which had reference a 
once to his birth, his character, and his odl 
cus fervices. 

Thefeus having landed in Grete, endea 
voured to calm the anger of Minos, who hai i 
fallen in love with {J) Pxribea, one of th : 
feven Athenian virgins. He convinced him . 
that he was the fon of Neptune, and endea • 
voured to mitigate the rigour of his fate 
The prince, almoft difarmed, treated^him si 
firft very favourably, and permitted him t: 
mix with the comb^^tants in the public game 
The Athenian hero excited univerfal admin 
tion (e) by his addrefs and courage, j^nd er ■ 

^ {d) Plutarch, in Viti Thcfei. 
\/) Ibid. 

R 4 chant( : 
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chanted, every heatt with the gracefulnefs of 
his perfpn {J'). 

In Crete, women wfere permitted to be pre- 
fent at the public fhews (g) ; and Ariadne faw 
Thefeus engage with, and overcome, the moft 
renowned warriors of her country ; but while 
flie admired the bravery and graces of the 
youthful hero, love Hole into her heart, and 
inflid:ed one of his deepeft wounds. It is 
probable fhe confefled her paffion to the con- 
.queror ; and that, to fulfil the precept of the 
oracle (-6), he profited by her declaration. It 
is natural to fuppofe alfo, that Minos, in- * 
formed of jhis intrigue, confidered it as a new 
offence, and refolved to fhut him up in the 
Labyrinth of CnoDTus, that he might be for 
ever buried in the horrid obfcurity of that 
tremendous prifon. This coujeSure is ren^ 
dered more than probable by the following 

' (/) ScrviuSj EoftathiuSj aiid HyglnuSj agree in in- 
form ing ITS, that Thefeus united the utmoft gracefulnefs 
of perfon with a lofty ftature, ftrength, and courage. 

{g) Plutarch (in Vita Thefci) fays," Thefeus was ad- 
mitted to the public games of Crete i that he vanquifhed 
the warriors who ejitered the lifts againft him y and that 
Ariadne faw, arid fell in love with him- 

(b) Apollo^ as we have feci), had commanded him to 
Sacrifice to l^ove* 

paflage, 
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paflage(/). f^ Thefeus arriving at the gate 
^^ of the Labyrinth, cricotintered DeucaKon 
^* and the guards, and put them to death." 
So defperate ah adion' determined Minos no 
longer to "keep any meafures with his eneniy, 
and he fent him to Taurus, with orders to put 
him to death {k). 

You recoUeft, Madam, that Taurus was the 
executioner of Minos; that he dwelt in a 
profound cavern, in which he deftroyed the 
prifoners condemned to death. The ancients 
affert, that the name of Labyrinth was given 
alfo to this glooniy abode, in which art 
aififting nature, had formed new paiTages, 
and contrived a multitude of windings, from 
which it was almoft impoffible to efcapc. 

^* The Labyrinth of Crete (/) was a cavern 
*^ dug out of a mountain.'* Cedrenus adds 
thefe remarkable words (m) : ^^ The Minotaur 
*^ fled to a place called the Labyrinth, and 
^^ concealed himfelf there, in the depth of a 
« cavern."-" << (n) The Labyrinth of Crete, 

(1) Plutarch, in Vita Thefei. 

{i) Palaephat. de Incredibilibus* 

(/) Auftor, Etymologic* 

(fw) Cedrenus. 

(n) Euftathius, in OdyflT, :3 

6 «tbt 
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^ that fubterraneoQS cayern, with a thoufand 
^^ windings, contained an inhabitant*' 

Thefe teftimonies. Madam, remove all 
doubt. They accurately defcribe the Laby- 
rinth I vifited; its iituation in a mountain^ 
its winding paflages, fuffidently prove it con* 
t2uned an inhabitant. This could be no other 
than the fon of Taurus, who, in order to 
efcape the emiflaries of Minos, dug a cavern 
in the mountain. This horrid place was his 
abode, and, in part, his work ; and here the 
monfter performed the bloody executions 
commanded by the king. The following fa^ 
will clearly demonftrate thefe aflertions. But 
let us return to Thefeus. 

{o) Condemned to fuffer an ignominious 
death by the hand of the executioner of 
Minos, the Athenian hero departed from Gor- 
tyna ; and, ignorant of the defliny that awaited 
him, mud have fallen^ but for Love, who 
watched over his life. Ariadne, alarmed, in- 
formed him of the fnare laid for him. She 
defcribed to him the windings and dangers 

(o) Minos, getting Hs enemy Thefeus into his power, 
fent him to be flain by Taurus. Ariadne, informed 
of this defign, fent him a fword, with whi^h he flew the 
>liHOtftwr. '^Falephat, dc Incrcdib. 
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^ the Labyrinth (/) ; gave him the thread bj 
vrhich he might dired his fteps ; taught hie 
the method of making ufe of it, and fent hiii 
the fword that was to ihed the hateful blooi 
of the Minotaur. 

It fhould feem as if Thefeus had procurer 
fecret fnends in the ifland, and that, by hi 
addrefs, his courage, or the good offices o 
his miftrefs, he had gained the guards, wh< 
attended on Taurus, and ailifled him in hii 
executions: for, as foon as he arrived at 
Qortyna, all of them, ^^ forfaking the Mino- 
** taur (^), pretended to take to flight. Th< 
<^ monfter, fufpefting he was betrayed, fle( 
'<* into the place called the Labyrinth.** TheC 
words clearly prove, that he efcaped into thd 
gloomy cavern I have before mentioned : 
which was a place of refuge, perhaps hi: 
fprtrefs ; for there he put his vidims to deatb, 

(p) PIutarch9 in Vita Thefci. Thcfcus arriving in di 1 
ifland of Crete, Ariadne fell dpfperate}y in Ipye ynth hin 
She bore him a fon, ai)d taught him how to efcape froi 1 
the winding paflage§ of the J^abyrinth j and he fl^w tl 1 
Minotaur. 

(q) All the guards forfaking the Minotaur of Gortyn \ 
pretended to take to flight. The Minotaur, fufpeflir | 
treachery, took refuge in the place called the Labyrint 1 
(pedrenus, 

Claudia : 
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Clattdian^ to ^ffingutfli thk csrwra finom tbe 
famous edifice built by Dzdalus at Cnaflfiis (rX 
calls ity ^^the I^bjriiith ^cf Gcrtyna, the ufual 
♦^ abode erf the Minotaur/' 

The retreat of the executkmer of Minos 
iDight Lave been a feint* He might wifk to 
dnw his enemy into a carern, ndth all the 
avenues of which he was well acquainted, and 
where it would have been eafy for him to 
kill him, by attacking him at an advantage. 
But Thefeus had the thread of Ariadne, her 
fword, and his own undaunted courage. He 
purfued the Minotaur through the winding 
alleys of his den, came up with him, and put 
him to death. 

As foon as he had executed his defign, he 
fled precipitately on board a veflel (i), taking 
with him his miftrefs, and the young viOims 
be had faved. The remainder of the hiftory 

(r) Claudian, in Scxt. Conf. Honorii. It forms dif- 
ferent circuits, which are neither inferior to the art with 
which the Labyrinth of Gortyna, the ufual abode of the 
Minotaur, is built, nor the windings of the river 
Meander. 

(j) Plutarch, in Vita Thefei. He flew the Minotaur^ 
and iir.mediately haftencd on board his fliip, carrying 
with him Ariadn", and the young Athenians. 

of 
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<)i;Jkti»Aid aciL.TliefGtis Is well known ; nc 
tp j^eoikm/tbairiitis fore^n to my fubjed. ' 
^ /Tliisi'i&lwhali appears Jto me moi): probabl 
doikennng'lhe. Labyr^iothE of Crete. One g 
them, fituated at CnofTus, was an e^iiic^ bull 
by Dsed^htt (£)^:and whibh, on account of it 
various, windings, deceived tliofe who got be 
wildercd in it, and preventcid their return. I 
was in the form of a fnail, and the engraving 
prefixed to this letter, is an exa£t plan of it 
Minos converted it into a royal prifon ; bu 
the criminals, confined there, were only de 
prived of their liberty. 

The other, near Gortyna, and called by th 
anciei\ts the Labyrinth of Gortyna, ftill fub 
fifts, and has been treated of in the precedin 
letter. It was partly the work of the fon c 
Taurus ; J)ut the firft fketch • of it was give 
by nature. He indeed rendered the paflag( 
more fpacious, and excavated new ones. Ii 
this cavern he deftroyed thofe who were fcii 
to him by the king to be put to death. Thi 
have we vifited the gloomy habitation of 
man, who, from the ferocioufnefs of his ch; 
rafter, merited to be transformed into 
monfter. 

(/) ApoUodorus, lib. iii. 

The 
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There wete fereial other fiattlarlabytintihs^ 
more or lels compficatecL Near Naiqilia, ikys 
Strabo(«), we fee caycms^ in which kby- 
rinths have been fomied^ and which are eaUed 
the Cjdops. 

I have the honour to be, &c# 

(«) Scrabo^ lib. yiu* 
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LETTER XXV. 

To M. L. M. 

iET U8 now, Madam, purfue our journey 
The Turkifli farmer, who had received us fc 
kiadly at our coming out of the Labyrinth, of 
fered us the beft entertainment in his power 
But our bed was the carpet on which we fup. 
ped, and we hid ourfelves down, booted a 
we were. In the morning, therefore, W( 
were focm dreffed, and we fet out at fun-rife 
after fatisfying our hoft, who accepted wha 
we thought proper to give him. 

For fome hours, our way lay along thi 
plain, and we had an eafy and pleafant road 
but when we had arrived at the high lands, ii 
becaine extremely rugged. We travelled alonj; 
the fides of the hills which terminate Moun^ 
Ida, to the fouthward. Two chains of the!: 
hills formed, between us and that mountair 
a double amphitheatre, above which it reare 
its majeftic head. We could perceive largi 
clouds, of a (hining whitenefs, ranging them- 
felves around its fummit, and circling it wit 
7 a filvc 1 
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a filver crown, which, illumined by the fun, 
flione with a wonderful fplendor. Thefe clouds, 
obeying the law of attraftion, after encom- 
paffingfor fome hours the head of the moun- 
tain, fell in imperceptible drops on all the 
furrounding objefl:s, and intirely difappeared ; 
others fucceeded^ and were difl^ated in the 
fame manner, ' . j . 

This attraftiv^ pother, univerfally diflfufed, 
which forces the clouds, towards the tops of 
lofty mountains, is the origin of fpririgs, foun- 
tains, ftreams, and adl the rivers on the globe. 
In the higher regions of the air, where the 
rifing vapours are condeufed by cold, the 
water of the douds is converted into hail and 
fnow ; but if they attain only a moderate 
height, where the ccdd is not very great, they 
fall in mifts, rains, and copious dews. When 
the hills are covered with forefts, the fprings 
and rivulets become more numerous, as the 
leaves of trees poffefs the peculiar property 
of attracting the humidity diffufed through- 
out the atmofphere. To procure water for 
a dry country, nothing more would be ne- 
ceflary than to plant foreft-trees on the hill- 
tops. When we find the ancients beftowing 
the name of rivers on the Glmcm and the 
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Xanthud, which run through Afia Minor, anc 
are now little more than inconfiderabld brooks, 
we are tempted to fufpeft them of exaggera- 
tion. But if we refledt thit the hills, wher^ 
thefe rivers rife, are at prefent ftript of theit 
trees and foil, and no longer oppofe a barrier 
to the pafTage of the clouds, though formerly 
crowned with lofty fcrefts, they attracted them 
around their tops, and drew from them all 
their moifture, we fhall find rfo difficulty in 
believing that the Glaucus, the Xanthus, and 
many other at prefent infignificant rivulets, 
might anciently, when fed with more copious 
fupplies, well deferve the appellation of rivers, 
' While we were journeying round Mo\mt Ida, 
we perceived the fummit gradually overcaft, 
and foon after vanifli inveloped in a thick 
mift ; nor was it long before we again per- 
ceived the naked top whitened with heaps of 
fnow, and the fides covered with the glittering 
mantle of winter. We, however, wlio were 
lefs elevated by twelve hundred fathom, en- 
joyed a delightful temperature. Theflty was 
clear and ferenc, and the fim moved through 
the azure vault in all his majefty and*fplendor. 
In the deep vallies on our left, myrtles atid 
laurel rofes fkirtcd the channels of thc^ tor- 

S rents* 
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rents. Trees^ in thdr brighteft vtrdiu-e, ^donw 
ed the foot of the mount^dn ; and, in the 
month of November, we found groves, as 
green and pleaiant as in the middle of ^rii^. 

Mount Ida begins near Candia, and ftretches 
firom odl to weft, as far as the White Moun^ 
tains. It extends from the northern to the 
fouthem fea, and is the higheft in the ifland. 
In many parts of it, the £how lies all the year. 
Trpm its funxn^t we may difcover the fea of 
Crete, and that of Lybia. The eye wandors 
over an immenfe horizon, and difcems many 
of the fcattered iflands of the Archipelago, 
fuch as Cytherea, Milo, and Argentiera* If 
we Gon&M our attention to the view of the 
objed^s before us, they ^pear as in an immenfe 
perfp^^ive, and pref^t prolpeds highly ya- 
ricd^ and aft.oiulbin^y rich and beautiful. 

In furomer, when the fetows are meked^ 
vaft plains, fituated on the declivity of the 
mougptaift, afford e^ceUent pafturage for the 
flocks. On that pait of it o^pofit^ to Candia 
are |prefts, confiftin^ chiefly of maple and. 
§reen oak. Tpa^t fouthem fides abound with 
the ilrawl^crry-tree, privets, and lock-rofes. 
The eaftern brow is beautified with cedars, 
pines, and cyprefles j but on the weft, its 

perpendicular 
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porl^odkular fided prefect aothing but pi : 
of rocks, impoffiWe to fcale* It is enricli 
iwith Ml infinity of other plants, which woi i 
delight the botanift, fuch as the true ir i 
lUot, the yellow - flowered marjoram, & 
Abundant ftreams flow oh every fide from 
fiimmhs. Some rulh in torrents into the Vi I 
lies, while others water the plains, which pr 
duce luxurious harvefts, or, diftributed by a I 
maintain fecundity in the innumerable frui 
trees, which giow round the villages, Tl 
hiH-fidcs, expofed to the powerful rays of tl 
fun, are clothed with vineyards, which pr i 
duce cxquifite wines ; and the olive-trees eve: 
where conftitute the principal riches of tl 
country. 

The^ diyerfity of landfcapcs, which coi i 
flkaatly charmed the eye, made u^ forget tl 
dangers to which we were expofed. For tl i 
fpace of a league we rode along the flope < 
a very high hill. Oa one fide, the grour 
was as perpendicular as a wall, and on tli 
Other was the channel of a torrent, two hui! 
dred feet deep, through which the wat<; 
rufhed, over the large flint-ftones, with 
violent noife. The path at laft grew fo narro\ 
that when once fairly entered, it was impo 

S 2 fib 
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fible to difmount, but at the rifk of throwii^ 
both ourfelves and our horfes into the abyft 
below. I can aflure you, Madam* that, in 
many places, this road was not more than a 
foot and a half wide, though on the brink of 
a tremendous precipice, which no one could 
look down without fhuddering. We were 
now convinced of the excellence of our horfes^ 
not one of which fo much as made a £dfe 
ftep. They feemed to feel the danger, trod 
with caution, and examined where to put 
their ftet. In a wet place, however, mine made 
a fmall flip, and tottered for a moment on 
the brink of the precipice ; but I kept my feat 
firmly, and he recovered himfelf. We de- 
fcended from thefe heights by fo deep a val- 
ley, that the rider^s back was againft the 
crupper of the horfe. But at length, after 
ten hours ride, arrived, in perfefl: lafety, at 
the monaftery of Afomatos. 

It was night, and our Janiflaries entering 
'firft, the fuperior thought the convent was 
attacked by a body of Turks, aiid ran and hid 
himfelf. But we h^d with i^s,. as I have be- 
fore faid, an interpreter, who was perfe<Jlly 
apquainted with the manoeuvres of thefe 
monks ; and who, after making diligent fearch, 

at 
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at length difcovered his hiding-place. I 
compltment€4 hinx on the part of the Frem 
conful, who had juft arrived ; made hint 
proffer of his good^ offices at Canea, and, 1 
alternately iaddreffing his vanity and felf-u 
tereft, completely gained his confidence at 
favdun At firft we had been conduced ini 
the apartment ufually allotted to ftranger 
where we muft have flept upon the floor^ an 
been contented with a meagre repafl ; but a; 
pearances were greatly changed when we ha 
made the mafler our friend. He came in perfo 
to congratulate the conful on his fafe arriva 
and invited us into a fpacious hall, in it. 
midft of which a table was fpread* We hel 
a cQnverfation with him for fome time ; an 
our adroit interpreter, difcovering our hoft' 
weak fide, flattered his vanity, and gave hii i 
great hopes from the power and influence <i 
the confuL Nor was this labour throw i 
away : we were quickly fupplied with evei ; 
thing we could wifli, and, including meal 
vegetables, and fruits, had not lefs than fori 
difhes on the table. This was a charmir 
fight to hungry men, who had travelled tl 
whole day without eating ; nor did we rema 
idle fpedators* , The fuperiqr honoured i 
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with his prefence^ and heartily encouraged lit 
to fatisfy our appetites. He gave a private 
key to a deacon, who ftood behind his chair^ 
who diredly left the room, and foon re- 
turned with feveral bottles erf old wine, the 
odour of which was of itfdf a perfume. To 
enliven the company, the ^ood father drank 
ieveral glaife^ to our health^^ and infifted oa 
' our returning the compliment. Towards the 
end of our feaft/ he was in fuch high fpirits, 
that, thinking to amufe us, he propofed his 
priefts fhould chant the Kyrie eliifofu We ac- 
cepted his propofal ; and immediately a num- 
ber of children, deacons, and fub-deacons, 
made their appearance, and, on a fignal given, 
began the Kyrie eleljen. They fang through 
their nofes, and produced fo frightful a noiie, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty we could 
refrain from laughing ; but at length they 
concluded their difcordant jargon, and we 
clappgd our hands in applaufe. We were 
now in hopes that this entertainmtcnt was 
eladed, but he begged us to go through the 
fame ceremony in French. On this, a young 
man in our company ftruck up a lively long, 
and we all joined chorus, The fuperiory and 
his brethren, were delighted with the fpright^ 
•• ^ -' Unefs 
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lineifs of our Kyrie tleifon ; but afBrihed, thei 
mufic was more folema and iilajeftic j to whicl 
we readilj^ iubfcribed. 

Pardon me, Madam^ for taking up you 

time with fuch trivial incidentis ; but n'othinj 

can, fometimes, better defcribe the charade 

of the people we vifm The Greeks, notwith 

Handing the contemptible ftate of debafemen 

to which they are reduced, ftill retain a prid 

and vanity^ that can only be Equalled by thei 

ignorance. By flattering thefe, you may db 

tain every thing ; but if their foibles are no 

humoured, they become implacable enemies 

and you are in no fmall danger of feelings th 

eflfeds of their perfidious refentment. Th 

ignorant fuperior of Afomatos wiflbed to dil 

play his uncommon talents, and excite oui 

admiration, by mingling his wretched voic: 

with thofe of the priefts, giving them th: 

pitch, and chanting with, them the Kyrie ela 

fan ; and the good cheer, choice wines^ an^ I 

excellent beds, we hrfe met with, we entirel \ 

owed to a licde well-timed complaifance, an ; 

the iac^irfc wc offered to the vanity o£o\3i 

hoftb 

I hav« the: honour to be, &c« 

S4 LET 
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LETTER XXVr. 
To M. L. M. 






X HE monaftcry c^ Afomatos, Madam, i« 
fituated at the foot of Mount Ida, on the 
foiith fide, and is fo near, that large pieces 
of rock, that- in many places hang oyer, feem 
ready to fall upon it, and bury it under their 
fragments. The other fide of the convent is 
much more pleafing, and prefented us with 
the agreeable profpeQ:s of orchards of jubjub 
trees, with ripe fruit; and orange, lemon, and 
ahnond trees- Thefe Monks poffefs large 
plantations of olives, arable lands, and excel- 
lent vineyards dn the hill-fides ; and their 
fields ar^ fertilized by numerous rivulets. 
Afomatos would be a delightful place, if it 
were .a littfe farther from the mountains. 

We got on hbifeback about feven in the 
morning, and gave extravagant thanks to the 
fiiperior, who came to wifli us a good journey. 
Our intention was to brealcfaft at Arcadi, the- 
handfomeil in^naftery in the iiland-j and as it 

was 
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vras only three leagues diftant, we expe^ed X 
reach it in good time ; but the roads wet 
dreadful. We continued afcending for an hou 
and a half^ before we came to the top of tfa 
firft chain of heights, that run parallel wit! 
Mount Ida, and on which Arcadi is buili 
We met with fteep paths, cut out of the roci 
and our horfes were obliged to clamber u] 
fteps of marble and granite, without flij) 
ping or Humbling, otherwife we muft hav 
been dafhed to pieces on the ftones, or tumbles 
head-long intp the torrents, I do not exajg 
gerate the horror of the roads we had to pafs 
The firft time one unaccuftomed to fuel 
ways travels in Crete, he imagines his 4if 
in danger at every ftep; but more experienc; 
foon relieves him from his fears : for there ii 
no place fo dangerous and dreadful, but ii 
may be eafily paffed with the mules and horfci 
of the country. 

We were repaid for our fatigues by thi 
beauty of the profpeds which every whei 1 
prefented themfelves to our view. We tn • 
verfed whole woods of ftrawberries and pf • 
vets, which never lofe their verdure. Fin 
of a prodigious height, rear their heads ami : 
the fnow, and are the haunts of herds < 

wil [ 
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WiM goat*. la the Vdllies^ the courfe of tli6 
waters is traced by tufts of myrtle, fome 
branches of which were in floweir, and 
mingled tlie verdant lulllre of their foliage 
with that of the laurel rofe. The fheep were 
feeding on the brow of the rocks, and the 
cottages, fuff-ounded with clunips of trees, 
fbtmed landfcapes the eye was never wearied 
with aditiirifig, Sothetimes thefe profpetfis 
were fufficiently near to difcriminate every 
bbjeft, arid at others, diftant and obfcure, pre* 
fented only light fhades, plealingly Iketched 
in. the horizon. 

After a fatiguing journey of three hours, 
we arrived at the convent of Arcadi, where 
the iliperior received us politely, and ordered 
breakfaft to be prepared. This, monaftery, 
fituated in Mount Idai pofleffes very extenfive 
trads of knd, which are carefully cultivated 
by its numerous monks ; and the oil, wine, 
corn, and wax, produced on them every year, 
amount in value to confiderable fums. The 
good fathers live much at their eafe, and arc 
very hofpitable to travellers. 

The apartments of this monaftery are built 
round a large court, in which is a handfome 
church, whither the Greeks of the neigh- 
bourhood 
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boudbood repair to divine ffetvice. Among 
tluA numerous body of monks there are but 
few priefts; the greater part ^f therft do not 
enter into holy orders^ but Uttt in quality of 
brethren, and are employed in the moft fa- 
tiguing labours of agriculture. We vifited the 
eellary in which Toumefort (t^) fays^ he 
reckoned a hundred cafks of wine ; but we 
faw only forty barrels full; thefc, however, 
were very large. Into this eellar the fupe- 
lior defcends^ at the end of every vintage, to 
blefs the new wines, and the following is the 
form of his benediction (x) : " O Lord God, 
^^ who loveft men, look down on this wine, 
^* and on thofe Who (hall drink it Blefs our 
" cafks, as thou didft blefs the well of Jacob, 
^^the pool of Siloara, and the drink of thy 
^ holy apoftles* O Lord, who didft con- 
<^ defcend to be prefent at the wedding of 
*^ Cana, where, by changing of water into 
*^ wine, thou manifeftedft ' thy glory to thy 
^^ difciples, fend how thy holy Spirit on this 
*^ wine, and blefs it in thy name* Amen*" 

After a plentiful breakfcift, we defired to 
fSie the library of the convent, of which we 

(tt) Voyage du Levant, 
f*J Idem. 

had 
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iiad heard fo mudi from the good monks* 
It wa5, as they fald, the moft valuable^ nu-* 
merous, and complete, in the ifland. We ex-- 
pedled, therefore, to have found fome literary 
treafiires, or at leaft the bed authors of an- 
dent Greece* They condu&ed us into an 
apartment^ where we faw about two hundred 
old volumes, ranged on fhelves, and covered 
with duft, which did not feem to have had 
the honour of a vifit for many a day* They 
ccoififted, in general, of books of devotion^ 
fermons, and eontroverfial divinity. After, 
turning over a great number, without finding 
any thing that merited attention, except a 
manufcript Homer, which they would not 
fdl, we went to return our thanks to the fu- 
perior, and fet out for Retimo. 

Leaving the monaftery, w? continued de- 
fcending for an liour to reach the plain. 
When tl^rei we found a fmooth and level 
road, that lay through a country which, 
from its verdure and fecundity, may be 
compared to the county of Avignon, except 
that its trees and plants are different. It is 
impoffible to tire on a journey, when we 
travel through a fine country; we then con- 
gratulate ouriclves that wc are on horfeback, 
: f - and. 
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and, therefore, enabled to command a mora 
exteniive horizon, and lofe nothing of the 
fituations, landfcapes, and beauties of nature. 
When the temperature of the climate is mild, 
vre- enjoy too the ferenity of the heavens, the 
purity of the air, the coolnefs of the winds, 
and exquifite perfumes exhaled on all fides 
from the odoriferous plants. Shut up in a 
carriage, the traveller lofes all thefe advan- 
tages ; and we find, throughout the eaft, there 
is no other mode of travelling but on horfes, 
mules, or camels. Litters are only for the 
women, who are condemned, by the jealoufy 
of the men, to live in imprifonment, even 
when on a journey. 

A rich Jew merchant, fettled at Retimo, 
quietly carried on his commerce there, by 
virtue of a firman of the Porte, obtained for 
him by the French conful. As it was his 
intereft to keep well with his fucceffor, he 
made great preparations to receive him. As 
foon as he knew we were coming, he fent 
the new conful a horfe, fuperbly caparifoned, 
and we made a pompous entry into the town. 
We alighted at the merchant's houfe, where 
we found every conveniency we could defire. 
That we might enjoy the coolnefs of the 

evening 
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evening, ftipper was fcrved up imdcr a por- 
tiqo, open on one fide to the court-yard^ and 
Qa the other, to a garden full of orange^ 
trees.. This was abfblutely a luxurious ban^ 
<juet, in which our hoft difplayed a generofity, 
and profufion^ which I have not often feen^ 
The firft courfe confiftcd of three roafted lambs, 
two of which were fluffed, Thefc were fol- 
lowed by three turkeys ; and fix partridge, 
fix £it pullets, fix pigeons, and a dozen quails, 
formed the thilrd courfe* The taWe was then 
covered with fruits, fweet-meats, almond and 
l^ftachio tarts, and a variety of other de- 
licacies. ^ A long ride over fteep hills had 
Iharpened our appetites, and we did haiiour 
tfh every difh ; eipccially as we did not 
wan^ for good wine. I here drank, for the 
firft time, the vin di lot {y\ which is but little 
kndwn in France, though it well deferves to 
he fo. 

To render the entertainment complete, a 

{y\ The name the French give to. a whke wke made 
by the Jews at Retimo. The grape grows on the hill- 
fides, expofed to the hotteft rays of the fun. This wine 
excites a generous warmth in the ftomach, and has a 
delicate fragranceand flavour, not refembling any of our 

win^s ip, France. 

^' 

virtuofo 
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idrtjuofo of the cpuntry .W2|s fent for j thi 
^a$ 9 Turk, who pUyed om the violin duririj 
part of the ent^rtainiaaent. Thefe raea do hq 
know a fingle note of mujlc, but. play intirel^ 
from memory, and often from imagination 
and execute ev^ry aiof, wwi every idlea, whicl 
may happen to occur. Sometimes he playec 
a feries of gay, lively, and light tunes, whicl 
were very pleafing ; but more frequently, hii 
mournful and melancholy mufic, imitating th< 
plaintive accents of the romance, excited ir 
the mind a more profound feeling, Thii 
muiical improvifatori was, in fome refpedts 
truly aftonifhing ; his performance was greatb 
varied, and fome of his paffages, which wer 
extremely tender, compelled, if I may ufeth: 
cxprefGon, both the heart and the ear to lifter 
to his melodious tones. He was very cele 
brated at Retimo; and I am of opinion thai 
even at Paris he would not have been hear : 
without pleafure. 

With our hoft's good will we fliould hav : 
pafled the night at table; but as wc were t: 
fet out the next day, we were Ihewn up ftaii i 
at midnight, to very neat apartments^ where w i 
found foft and convenient beds, which feeme : 
' • ; 1 ! 

4 
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to invite fleep. The God was lavifh of his 
fiivoiirSy and fhedding his (alutaiy balm on 
our wearied limbs^ infufed through us the 
warmth of a new life. 

* I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

To M. L. M. 

IvETlMO is the Sincient Rhttymma of ISte* 
phen the geographer. Ptolemy calls it RhU 
tymna. It is a handfome towh^ iituated ait the 
entrance of a rich aticj fertile plain. It is not 
laxge^ and fcarcely contains fix thoufand in- 
habitants^ A citadel, built on a rock, v^hich 
projects intp the fea, would be fuflScient for 
its defence, were it not commanded by a 
high hill, from which it may be battered 
with artillery^ The harbour, which is nearly 
Ifhoaked up, is only capable of teceiving barks 
and fmall veflels^ The Turks lieyer trouble 
t^emfelves to prevent or repair the ravages of 
\ime, and behold with unconcern the moft 
ufeful worics become heaps of ruins^ Their 
"harbours, therefore, are every where filling 
up, and the commerce they attracted deferts 
them, to feek more commodious fituations. 
The French had formerly a vice-conful 4t 
Retimo, to which place the fliips of Marfeilles 
CaAte to tkke in oil j but, for a long tim^ paft, 

T they 
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they have not been able even to approach the 
town, and the government have withdrawn 
an officer, who now can be of no ufe. 

It is neverthelefs much to be wifhed that the 
port of Retimo may be reftored. The plains 
around it abound in various produftions; and 
oils, cotton, fafFron, and wax, are extremely 
plentiful ; all which different branches of com- 
merce would become ftill more exteofive, 
could the inhabitants convey their produce to 
a foreign market Their gardens produce the 
bed fruit ia the ifland. Their pomegranates, 
almonds, piftachio-nuts, and oranges, are ex- 
cellent Here we find the apricot-tree that 
produces the mlch mkhy a fruit of an exquiiite 
fragrance, and yielding a delicious juice. It is a 
kind of aiberge, but more mellow and fmaller 
than that of France. 

Five leagues from this town, an immenfe 
country opens between the weflern extremity 
of Mount Ida and the firft chain of the White 
Mountains. In this large valley is the vil- 
lage of Marguarites, the moft populous of 
any in the ifland ; which contains about ten 
thoufand Greeks, who cultivate the rich ad- 
joining plains, and would carry their oils, 
grain, and other commodities, to Retimo, il^ 
.\^,. -h tliey 
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they. had a harbour. This village, or. rath^ 
town, is but two leagues diftant from tb 
northern fea, and not far from the road to Can 
dia. Clofe to it floWs a fmall river, which fall 
from the mountains in cafcades. The charm- 
ing temperature, and varied produd:ion6 ol 
this beautiful country, invited the Venetianf 
to fettle there. ' They had built country houfes 
in this diftrift, where they pafled a part of the 
year; feveral of vfhich are ftill to be fecn; 
jbut it is. with regret we find them occupied 
by ignorant Greeks, or barbarous Turks. 
Nothing remains but the ruins of thofe gardens 
which art defigned, and nature- delighted in 
decorating with a perpetual fucceffion of flow- 
ers and fruits. The Greeks of Marguarites, 
inftrufted, no doubt, by their ar.ci nit matters, 
have preferved the art, of ^xtvading an agree- 
able liquor from the olive. In any other part 
of the country, the thick and coarfe oil would 
never fuit the palate of a Frenchman accuf- 
tomed to that of Provence. The oil made 
at Margiiarites, which is mariufaftured with 
more care, is very good, and. retains a taftc 
of the fruit, and an agreeable flavour* This 
rich valley, s^nd large village, are the appenagc 
#f the Sultana Walida:, who fends thithev 
T 2. ar 
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an officer to collet their tributes : the l*acha« 
of Retimo and Candia have here no au- 
thority. 

We quitted Retime, ladeii with prefents 
from the Jew merchant, who gave us a ftocfc 
of provifions for our journey. On leaving 
the town, we had two leagues bad road, cut 
out of the rock. Defcehding from thefe 
heights, We coafted the fca-fhore for three 
leagues ; arid^ though otir horfes feet funk into 
the fand^ we got forward very faft. When 
we had gained the back of the White Moun- 
tains, the point of which forms to the north 
the promontory of Drepanum, we were obliged 
to keep continually climbing up fteep rocks, 
and defcending into deep tallies. . This was 
a very fatiguing part of our road, but we re- 
frcfhed ourfelves on a verdant grafs plat, which 
owed its frefhnefs to a neighbouring fpring, 
while the branches of a few olive-trees fhel- 
tered us from the fun# We had recourfe to 
the provifions of the good Hebrew, and did 
not fpare therti. We had been informed, that 
in a houfe to which our guides were to 
condu<ft u^, the French conful had prepared 
a flipper for his fucceffor, and this flatterinfg 
profpe^ rendered us lavifli of our il^ck; which 

imprudeuGc 
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ixKipmdf^ife v?e haA afteriiiiacd if ^^ tQ ^0i 
penfr 

W« ncnt oiiQe mor^ chaeifuUy infi^^piCetj 
0«f Jiprj^p^ ,apd yo^f fix leagvfff t}ir(Higl| 
fjtigbffvi rpg4d; w^. bad fjtvpf^^, tl^ iM| 

%Bi9«g Ihs mauntfdaii, a^ yrerq % |^ui^4^ie4 
tim^ft Oft. th« point pf (allyig head-Japg ^om 
the prcgip^e* We crpfled ^ river,, where, pur 
horfes were ajmoft ob%ed to fwipta j and^ to 
complete our misfortunes, night was coming^ 
on, and we could hardly fee our way. When 
the darknefs was ftill more iucreafed, we 
were forced to commit the care of our Uye$ 
to the fagacity of the animals we rode on. 
At length J however,we arrived, at the wiflied*!' 
for village, and entered, in high fpirits, the 
houfe where we thought we were expei^ed 5 
but the French conful, who was old and ava.- 
ricious, had not kept his promife, but, con* 
trary to the received practice of his brethren, 
had totally forgotten us ; and, as the inha- 
bitants were all in bed, we could get po kind 
of provifions. After long fearch, however, 
we did, at lengthy procure a few olives, eggs, 
and fome very bad bread; with which ne^- 
ceffity compelled us to be content. While 
T3 we 
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we were making this fony repaft, our tanta- 
lizing memory continually upbraided us v^iih 
the fupper of the night before. In this dif^ 
agreeable fituation, you may fuppofe, the old 
conful was not without his ihare of our bene- 
di^ions. We all of us lay down with our 
boots and clothes on, on mats, the floor, or 
wretched mattrafles, as we could, and endea^ 
vcured to find, in the enjoyment of fleep, thr 
only remedy for our misfortunes^ 

I have the honour to bcj 3cc. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

To M. L. M. 

JL H E houfe where we had paflcd th 
night was only two leagues from Palio Gaftrt 
fituated at the extremity cf Cape Drepa 
num. Murtius («), in his map of ancien 
Crqte, places here the Mufeum, where wasde 
cided the famous conteft between the Syren 
and the Mufes ; and lays down Aptera at ; 
little diftance from it toward the mountains 
Othqr authors have imagined that the fitu- 
ation of that city is pointed out by fom( 
ruins ftiU remaining at Palio . Caftro : but 
both thefe opinions are without foundation j 
lince Strabo precifely afcertains the lituation 
of Aptera, by placing it at four leagues dif- 
tance from Cifamus, which ferved it as a 
harbour ; and as the latter town was at the 
bottom of the bay formed by the capes Spa^ 
da and Sufai upwards of twelve leagues from 
the promontory of Drepanum, it is impof- 
l\ble that Aptera fliould have been fxtuated 

(z) Murtius, DiiTertation on the Ifle of Crete. 

T4 neat 



%io I. E T T E R S - 

|!iear tkat Cape We ftiall be convinced of 
this by the flighteft infpedion of the annexed 
map* 

The hardncfs of our beds, Madam, not al- 
lowing us a long fleep, we rofe before day- 
break, and fet out at three in the morning. 
We quitted our quarters without regret, and 
thought only of reaching Canea, from which 
we were diftant five leagues. At about a 
mile and a half from the village, we had a 
deep river to crofs, and it was ftill quite dark, 
but our guides taking the lead, we followed 
them. To regain the great road which we 
had left the day before, we traverfed a hilly 
country, where fcarcely any thing like a 
beaten path was to be found. We fol- 
lowed each other in a line, and very flowly. 
The darknefs caufcd the hills to feem to us 
of a dreadful height, and a valley had the 
appearance of an abyfs. But thefe illufions 
were prefently diffipated. Day-light appear- 
ed, and we began to diftinguilh objedJs, 
and foon after the fun rofe above the moun- 
tains. The fight of that glorious luminary 
awakened our drowfy feiifes, and difpelled 
the phantoms of night His refplendent 
beams now enlightened the cliffs of a rock, 
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avd now gikied the foliage of the trees c 
the hills, or tlie fummit of a tower* 1 
degrees the whole plain received his rays, ai 
th,e magnificent fqenerjr of nature was ful 
4ifpj9.yed. Iq this glorious moment, how 
xaiA jT^auio^tcd to new enjoyment, while 1 
contemplates,.in.dfiUg^^ ecfiafy, thQ wonde 
of creation ! The pleafure produced by tl 
fight of the rifing fon, is univerfal, and es 
tends to every creature; the birds fill tl 
flur with their melody ; the cattle low in tl 
plain ; the bleating lambs fport around the 
mothers'; the inhabitants of the waters ph 
upon the furface ; and all animals exprefs, 
their peculiar manner, the lively joy they fa: 
When we had reached the main road, \i 
difcovered the bay of LaSude, and the cafl 
which defends the entrance; while bey or 
it appeared the craggy rocks of Cape MeL : 
We defcended into the plain that leads 
Canea^ and a league from that town ll 
yice-conful came to receive us. A beauti : 
horf e, richly caparifoned, was brought : 
the new conful ; and ranging ourfelves 
two lines, we entered the walls of the anci' : 
Cydon, The Turks, as a token of rejci 

ing, poured coffee under the feet of our hor i 

•^1 
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We arrived 
and thus t< 
U'c had vi) i 
ii:xnd. I 1 

merit par 
fhall end< 
courfe of 
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LETTER XXIX. 

To M. L. M* 



H E city of Canea, Madam, Is the anc : 
Cydon, or Cydonia. Strabo points out j i 
dfely its liluation(^). V Cydonia," fays I 
** is feated on the fea fhore, on the fide op : 
^' fite to Laconia." Diodorus agrees v i 
this geographer, in the pofition he affigni 
the cities built by the ancient Minos 1 1 
♦* CnofTus is fituated on the fide oppofite A 
V Phasftus on the fouthern fhore, and Cyc i 
^^ on the weft fide of the ifland, facing Pelopc i 
•* nefus." This correfponds exadly with 1 
prefent fituation of Canea; and Geograp 
informs us of no other confiJerable town 
that fidd The Cydoniaris pofTefled an c 
cellent harbour, w^hich they fliut in with 
chain j and the entrance of the port of Cai 
is extremely narrow;^ and confequeatly wo^ 

'^a) Strabo, lib. x. 
C^) Diodorus, lib. Xt 
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be very eafy to defend by fuch a contri- 
vance. 

The qfigi5i of CycJon is uncertain (c). 
Stephen of Byzantium fays, ** it was firft 
*' called ApoUonU^ hecaufe Cydon was the 
*' fon of Apollo*" {d) Paufanias attributes 
its foundation to Cydon, fon of Tegetes, wbo^ 
pafled into Crete, (if) Herodotus iafferts, that 
it vtfas built by the SamktHs, a^ that th^y 
€rc£ted the temples it contained. (/) AJieisom 
ander^ in the firft book of the Cretans, fays, 
it received its name from Cydon, fon of 
Mercury. You peroeive. Madam, tfeat this 
divierfity of opinions precludes all certainty j 
yet may it not be whcWy unimportant to en- 
deavour to afcertain, with pr^cifion, the foun-* 
der of this city. 

We know that Cydon was poffefled o£ goeat 
power (§•), and fucceftfully carried on a wif 
againft the combined firms of the CnolEan* 
and Gortynians. (/J)'Ru8 yiras thi larjgeft 

{c) Stephen B5^ant. 

{d) Paufanias in Arcadide, 

(i) Herodot. lib.iiu 

(/} Scholiaft in Apollbniura, lib. itTt 

ih) PhranzcSj lib, i, capi |6, ^ 

city 
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city In the ifland, and inclined the fcale 
favour of the party whofe caufe it efpouf 
It fuftained feveral celebrated fieges (/). PI 
lecus, prince of the Phocians, pafling ii 
Crete with a fleet and a numerous arn 
befieged it both by fea and' land, and loft 1 
fore its walls his army and his life. .. ^ 
tellus, having fubjugated the ifland, turned 
his forces ^ againft Cydon ; and, after a v< 
vigorous refiftance, at length rendered 
fubje£t to the Romans. 

Cydon was built on the fcite of the n 
dern Canea, and extended half a league i 
yond it, on the fide of St. Odero, where 
ftill fee, on the fea fliore, remains of anci 
Walls of a very folid conftrudion. Can 
built by the Venetians, is only two miles 
circumference. It is furrounded on the lai 
fide by a fimple range of walls of great thi 
lieft, and defended by a deep and wide dit 
cut out of the rock. By deepening it a 
tie more, the fea might be made to fl 
round its ramparts, on which cavaliers 
raifed, the better to command the plain. 

(i) Pauianias in Phocicis. 
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^ has but one gate, that of Retimo, covered 

j with a half-moon, which is the only out- 

1 work. The town is better defended toward 

the fea. On the left of the harbour are four 

a 

batteries, one above the other, mounted with 
heavy brafs cannon, on which are the arms 
of Venice. The firft of them is on a level 
j with the water. The right fide is defended 

only by a great wall, built on a ridge of low 
rocks, which are dangerous to approach. At 
( the extremity is an old ruinous caftle ; 

j below which the Venetians had eredled 

I fuperb arfenals roofed with ftone. Each of 

I thele vaults^ has fufficient length, height, 

; and width, to admit the building of a Ihip 

of the line. The ground here has a declivity ; 
and the extremity of thcfe noble arfenals is 
on a ]cv«*l with the fea, fo that nothing was 
more Ccd y than to launch their veflels. The 
Turks fuiTcr this magnificent work to go to 
ruin. 

The town of Canea is well laid out ; the' 
principal ftreets are as ftraight as a line, and 
the fcpiarcs are decorated with fountains. It 
poflcHes no remarkable editiccs. The greatelt 
part of the houfes have only one IVorv-^ mv\ 
are built with terraces : thofe which arc 

round 
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round t;he harbour, are ornamented with gs 
leries, which afford a moft charming profpe< I 
From the windows we may difcove^ \] 
great bay formed by the capes Melee ai 
Spada, with all the veflels entering or lea 
ing the port. The harbour admits fhips ; 
two hundred tons burthen ; and, if deepens 
would afford good anchorage to the large I 
frigates. The entrance is expofed to the vi' i 
lei;it north winds, which fometimes drive tl \ 
waives over the ramparts ; but as it is na 
row, and the bottom* good, veflels well mopri 
are in no danger. 

Canea contained live or fix thoufand inh; . 
hitanta when Tournefort travelled in Cret( 
but fuice the ports of Gira Petra, Candia, ar 
Retimo have been choaked up, the mercliar 
have retired to Canea, which, it is eftimatc ; 
now contains about fixteen thoufand fouls, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XXX, 



To M. L. M. 

H E Turks who inhabit Candia, Ma« 
dam, are not fo implicitly fubmiffive to the 
orders of the Grand Signior as thofe of the 
other provinces of the empire. We are almoft 
tempted to,beIieve that the air they breathe 
infpires them with a republican fpirit: they 
mutually fupport each other againft the ty- 
ranny of the Pachas, and refufe to bow 
their necks to the yoke of defpotafm. In- 
rolled as janiflr?iries at their birth, they compofe 
the principal foldiery of the ifl?jid, and it 
would be dangerous to drive theff i to revolt. 
When their governors have been guilty of 
oppreflion, they have been kno^A'^n-to have 
recourfe to arms, and demand vengeance. Of 
this we have juft feen a remarkable example ; 
the Pacha of Canea had a kind of d f^puty, who, 
like the reft of thofe in oflRcej m^de ufe of 
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feVeiy means to amafs wealth, and drew 01 
lumfelf the deteftation of the people. Th 
Greeks did not dare to murmur, but fubmitte< 
in filence to be the. victims of his injuftice 
The IT urka wefe not fo patient ; they brough 
their complaints before the governor, and in- 
formed him b£ the tyranny and extortions 0: 
his minirfter ; biit, either becaufe he had a rea 
ffiendfhip for him, or was a ftiarer in hij 
plunder, he would not liften to them ; whec 
on a fudden, on the 6th of January, We h^ard 
a great tumult in the town. The janiflariea 
ran though the ftreets fabre in hand, crying, 
To aims! And as, in fuch circumftances, 
foreigners are always in danger from a li- 
centious populace, we kept ourfelves fhut 
up in the confular-houfe^ waiting the event. 
The houfe of the officer of the Pacha, 
which was a fpacioiis building lately finilhed, 
was oppofite to ours, on the other fide 6f the 
harbour. This was pfefently filled with up- 
wards of five hundred perfons, pillaging and 
deflroying every thing that fell in their way. 
Some tore out the fafhes, and thfew' them 
upon the quay : others mounted on the ter- 
races, broke down the parapets ; while fome 
were returning loaded with furniture. ' A 

y great 
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great number of theip were diligently fearcli« 
ing to difcover-ibe objed of public hatred; 
and in lefs than two hours the whple houfe 
was emptied, and half demoliihed« 

An enraged multitude always proceeds to 
cxcefles, which no one can forefee* The fol- 
diers took pofTeffion of a high fort which 
commands the town, whence they could 
thunder on the caftle of the Pacha, againft 
which they pointed feveral heavy pieces of 
cannon, and after leaving a guard at this 
poft, proceeded in a body to demand juftice, 
refolved, in cafe of refufal, to biuy their 
governor under the ruins of his palace* The 
whole town followed with dreadful ihouts, 
which, reaching the eai:s of the Pacha, who was 
an old warrior^ rendered refpedable by ma- 
ny gallant actions, he had himfelf conveyed 
in an arm-chair into the middle of his court* 
yard ; and when he faw the ftorm approach- 
ing, and that tlys furious populace were pre- 
paring to break down the gates, ordered them 
inftantly to be thrown open. At the fight 
of this venerable old man, who had a long 
white beard, the mutineers were ftruck filent, 
and the mod daring among them feemed 
motionlefs with afloniihment. At length, 

none 
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none venturing to fpeak^ *♦ Well, my goi 
^* people " laid the governor^ *• what < 
^ you aft: of me T They all cried oi 
*• We muft have the head of your deputy 
^ He is fled," repUed th« Pacha ; ** but I 
•* you find him, I abandon him to your vei 
**geancej' return to your duty, lay do^ 
^ your arms^ and let every man go peac< 
^ ably home.'* This firmnefs awed even tl i 
fiioft riotous J and a rebellion, which migl i 
liave had fatal confequenceSi was appeafc : 
in an inftant, by th6 courage and prudenc i 
of a (ingle man. He had however eonceale I 
his favourite, and, in the night, fent him o i 
board a (hip, which immediately fet fail fc i 
Confl:antin<^le. After his departure, thing! 
returned to their ufual channel, and peac ! 
was once more reftored within the walls c I 
Canea. This revolt had occafioned us mi 
Httle uneafinefs } for had the inhabitants pro 
ceeded to extrefqities with their governor , 
» they would not haVc fpared the Frencli 
merchants, and the lofs of property would 
have been the leaft of their misfortunes. 

Some time after, we were witnefles to uno- 
ther fcene, lefs alarming, indeed, but whicli 
will enable you to form an idea of the man- 

U 2 na 
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ner in which the Greeks are treated in this 
country. They are not permitted to en- 
ter a town on horfeback. This honour 
is referved to their archbifliop, and Europe- 
ans, The bifliop of Canea attempted to brave 
this tyrannical law; and one evening re— 
turning from the country, with fevcral.Monks, 
did not difmountj but, paffing the guards, 
galloped on to his houfe. The janiffaries, fta- 
tioned at the gate^ confidered this adion as 
an infult. The next day, they related to 
their companions the affront put upon the True^ 
Believers, and came to the refolution to bum 
both the bifhop and his priefts. They im- • 
mediately procured combuftibles, which they 
carried to his houfe, uttering a thoufand 
imprecations; and thefe unhappy eccleli- 
aftics were on the point of fuffering a crue 
death, when the Pacha, apprized in time, 
diverted the rage of the multitude, by iflu- 
ing a firman, proclaimed through all the 
ftreets of the town^ by whidi every Greek| 
of whatfoever condition, was forbidden to 
fleep within the walls of Canea, Tliis or- 
der was rigoroully obeyed, and every evening 
thefe wretched Haves were to be feen igao- 
minioully ftealiiig out of the gate of Retimo, 

to 
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to feek an afylutn in the neighbourir \ 
country. The working-men and the poo , 
unable to hire apartments, were obliged i : 
take fhelter in the crevices of rocks, < i 
lay under trees on the bare ground. Tl : 
'women were not included in this prohib 
tion, but were perniited fo remain in the i 
houfes ; an exception which does grej I 
honour to Turkifh gallantry, but which fui 
ni(hed a fubjeft for many witticifms. Hovv 
cVer, "when this nightly exile had cdhthit 
ed two months, the hufbands began to tal ; 
of making their peace ; and as money hei : 
is the remedy for every evil, thtj joine : 
their purfes; and having raifed a large fun , 
obtained a revocation of the order, after pay 
ing very dearly for the pride of their bifhof , 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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Ti» M. L. M. 
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HEN wc travel through difier- 
ent couatriesy Madanii or even through dif- 
tant provinces of the iame kingdom, the 
change of air is perceived hy us in a very 
fenfible manner. This impreiiion indeed is 
greater or lefs, according to the greater or 
lefe degree of fcnfibility of every individual ]^ 
npr does it wholly depend on the accidental 
circumftances of cold or heat. We feel, in 
refpiring the vital element, an odour, a tafte^ 
a favour, which vary according to circum- 
ilances^ and the varieties of climates and fea^ 
fons. vThefe fenfations produce pleafi^e, or 
an uncomfortable feeling, as they are fuit* 
able or contrary to the adtual (late of our. 
conftitution j no? are we to efteem this extra- 
ordinary: the exhalations from the earth, 
waters, plapts and flowers^ incorporate with 
7 the 
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the atraofphcre, and* cwnpbfe the air we 
breathe. Every man of underftandrng^ there* 
fore, who has any regard for his health* 
cra^ht not to be itfdifferent concerning the 
choice of his habitatiofr, fince on it, in a 
great meafure, depends the pfefervation of 
that raoft valuable hieflhrg. 

The inftant I landed on the coaftof Alex- 
andria, I inhialed a fiery air^ with which 
I \^2Ls:ntslx\y fufFocatedj I felt i mbift and 
debilitating heat, which rendered me languid, 
and deprived me of all ftretigth of body, or 
vigour of mind. I concluded it was im^ 
poflible I could live in fuch a country ; but 
a copious perfpiralion prefently takiijg place, 
the violent heat of my blood diminiflied, and 
I foon found ihyfelf greatly relieved. 

In the beginning of fpring, when the 
orange-trees round Damictta were in flower, 
and filled the atmofphere with their fragrance ; 
when heat, as yet only moderate, left the 
body in poffeffion of its energy and a<3:ivity, 
I tailed, in the moft lively manner, the charms 
of fo delicious a temperature, breathed with 
rapture a frefli and perfumed air, and every 
pulfation'of the heart was an enjoyment. This 

XJ 4 pleafure, 
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pleafure, l though every moment repeated, 
never produced fatiety* 
^ In the.fame places, when, in the month of 
July, the hufbandman had turned up the mud of 
the mprafles to plant his rice, the atmofphei:e 
became loaded with exhalatipns which opr 
prefled the breaft, and obftfuded refpiration. 
The faces of the inhabitants were difcoloured; 
ficknefs became general; and had not the 
northerly winds, which prevail at that feafon, 
chafed away the malignant vapours, and the 
earth been very foon covered with harvefts, 
the moft violent diftempers would, no doubt, 
have enfued. • ' 

In fa<t, fo large a river as the Nile flowing 
through, and periodically inundating Egypt, 
cannot but render the air humid, which hu- 
piidity moderates, the* beat of the fun, and 
renders -thp country habitable. The air 
there is very falutary to the lungs ; diforders 
of the breaft are unknown {k) j: ^nd Galen, 
i ^ who 

(k) I have faid, that afthm^tic diforders are. not known 
in Egypt. This is true with refpeft to the inhabitants, 
and perfons coming from Europe, Afia, ^nd the northern 
cx^afts of Africa ; but the Abyirmians, anH Nubians, who 
iiihabit a much hotter climate, become fometimes afth- 
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who ftu4ie<i a(t Alexandria, and was- wdl ac- 
qu^iinted with the nature pf the climate, fent 
thither all his patients with pulmonary com- 
plaints, and they commonly found the cure 
rhey fought. , . / 

Among all the countries,, in which I have 
refided, there is none whofe temperature is 
fo he^lthy^ ^nd fo agreeabjle, as Jthat of Crete. 
The heat^ there are not excefEve ; and viplent 
coldjs abfolutely ijnknown in the plains. By 
the obfervations which I .made at Canea, 
during a whole year, I found that, from, the 
month of March to the beginning of No- 
vember, the thermometer only varied from 
ap.to 27 degrees (of Rfeaumur's fcale(/)) 
above the freezing .point. This variation is 
not confiderable ; befides that, in the hotteft 
d^ys of fummer, the atrnpfphere was refreflied 
by the fea-breezes. The winter, properly fpeak- 
ing, begins only in December, and ends in 
January. . During this fhort fe^fon, fnow 
never falls in the pkin, and rarely do you 
fee the furface of the water frozen. The 

m^tic at Gr^nd Cairo. Thefe fails have been certified 
to me by phyficians who have rcflded forty years in the 
country. 
(/) From 77 to ^3 of Fahrenheit. 

weather 
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weather is more commonly as fine as m tli6 
beginning of June in France. The name oF 
winter is given to thefe two months^ fioml 
the heavy rains, the cloudy (ky, and very 
violent north winds, which happen at this 
time of the year ; but thefe rains are faighljr 
ufi^l to agriculture, fince the winds drive 
the clouds towards the high mountains, where 
the reforvoirs of water are formed by nature 
to fertilize the country, and the inhabitant 
of the plain fuffers nothing from thefe tran^ 
fient variations. 

No. fooner i? the month of February paft, 
than the earth is adorned with flowers and 
harvefts. The reft of the year is almoft one 
continued fine day. We never experience, 
as in France, thofe cruel returns of piercing 
cold, which, coming fuddenly after the heats, 
nip the opening flowers, deftroy the fruits of 
the year, and are fo prejudicial to delicate 
conftitutions. The (ky is continually bright 
and ferene, and the wmds mild and tem- 
perate. The glorious luminary of day nms 
his majeftic courfe through the azure vault, 
and ripens the luxuriant fruits of the hills 
and plains. Nor are the nights lefs beautiful; 
a deUcious coolnefs then prevails, and the air, 
y Jefs 
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hk charged vnih Tapours than ^h us, d 
covers a greater number of ftars to the o 
(stf^. The Uue vault of heaven fparkl ! 
with gold, diajmonds, and rubies, vgrhich fee i 
to dart forth brigbtjn* fires. Nothing cin 
Vtf>f:t SA^gotificent than this fpedacle, whi 
thfe Cretans enjoy for ten months of the yea 

Tothechannsof fodelightful a climate, a i 
added other advantages which enhance the i 
valjue* , The illand of Crete has hardly ai 
^larlhes. The "waters there are never ila 
^kant, but^ flowing from the fomnute 
the , mountains in innumexaUe ftrcams, for 
delightful fountains, or fmall rivers, whi< I 
lofe themfekes jto the fea. The elevation i 
the ground, whence they take their rife, caul ! 
them to have a> rapid icornfe, and they for 
neither lakes nor ponds. For thia reafon,.ii i 
ifiOs cannot depoiit their eggs in them, whit 
wouldr he earned to the £ea; and the inhi 
hitants oxt not tormented,, aain Egypt, wi 
thofe clouds of gnats that fill the houfes, an 
q£ which the fling is £[y painfull For tli 
fame reafon^ al£b, the air is not loaded wi 
thofe dangerous vapours which rife from tli 
marflxes in wet countries. 
The hills, and rifmg. groundsel,, are clothe; 

wii: 
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with various fpecies of thyme (»), ikvoury, 
ferpol^t, odoriferous rock-rc^ed, and a variety 
of balfamic plants* Myrtles and laurel rofes 
border the rivulets which meander-th'tough 
the vallies. On . every fide i die* couatry 
prefents you with jgroves of orange; leoiony 
and almond trees. The 'Arabian jefiamine 
blooms in the gardens^ wfiithrfei thfe fpring 
are decorated with beds of violets - Vaft fields 
are covered with £afiron; wild, dittany, which 
has a very fragrant {melL, lines^ the ^fevib^s' 
of the rocks: in .a. word, the mountains, 
valleys, and plains, exhale da all fides aro- 
matic odours, which perfume the air,' and 
render it delicious to 'refpirie, — Clouds, ice, 
and fnow, are.aflBiiaingx)bjc6ls,vwhich throw 
a mournful veil .ov5er;thd fece of nature ; they 
pref^t to the eye gloomy imagdsi^ anfi e*ctte 
in the mind melancholy reflexions,- -and pain- 
ful feelings in the heirt. Nay, not unfre- 
quently, they are injurious to health, and pro- 
duce a general indifpofition. • But a clear fky 
has an efFed the very reverfe. The fight of 
an unclouded fun infpires man with joy; His 

(m) We find in the ifland of Crete three forts of thyme, 
one with a white flower, the other red, and the third 
Wuci All of them are very odoriferous. ^ 

genial 
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genial Vaxmth revives him, and infufes th 

lively ' cheerfuhiefs, which fprings from tl 

confctdus feeling of the happinefs he enjo} 

In this ' ftate^ ' of mind every obje<9: acquii! 

new beauty. He contemplates with mo 

pleafure the luxuriance of the harvefts, ai 

admires with greater enthufiafm the beauteo 

tints of the flowers ; he finds a double fwee 

Xiefs in their perfumes ; and, delighted wi 

his own exiftence, feems to communicate, 

every thing around him, the happinefs ] 

enjoys. The youth begins to be animate 

with a new life, and feels himfelf foftly a 

trailed towards another felf ; his heart, palf 

tates with inquietude and delight, and t1 

tender paifion of love fires all his fenft 

While the aged man, now fafe in the ha 

hour, recollects the tumultuous ftruggles 

his younger days, and feeling himfelf reviv( 

by a fudden warmth, would be ready to e; 

counter them anew, did not prudence ai 

nature foon calm the temporary eflfervefcen 

of his paifions. 

In thefe countries, Madam^ we are mo 
fenfible of the truth of fuch reflexions. It 
certain, • that in this delightful climate ra; 
is lefe fubjedt to difeafes, enjoys more pie 

fun 
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fisres, and has infinitely more means of being 
happy than in the nordiem regions, inhere 
the cold is extreme ; or even in our dimateSy 
where the winter, though not fo long, is fbme- 
times very fevere* 

I have the honoiu: to be, &c« 
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LETTER XXXIL 
ToM. L- M. 

JL HE beauty of man, Madam, his powc ; 

and his health, depend, in general, on t: 

climate he inhabits, his food, and the nati : 

of his occupations. In Crete, the Turk, w 

is not tormented by ambition, or the thii 

of weajLth, whofe mind is never occupied : 

the chimeras of intrigue, who knows i 

envy, which debafes the foul, nor exhaul 

himfelf in the purfuit of the fciences, to whi : 

we too often facrifice our health; the Tui 

I fay, who lives on wholefome and fim]! 

aliments, and pafles his days amid the flowei 

fielde he cultivates^ and in the bofom of ]; 

family who obey and revere him, grows ai; 

ri£es into a ColofTus, The falubrity of the n 

he breathes, the fweet temperature he enjo} 

the delightful fcenes perpetually before I 

eyes, and the peaceful life he leads, all co 

tribute to flrengthen his body, and prefer 

^is vigour even beneath the fnows of a^i 

Hither the fculptor, devoted to his art, ai 

emulati] 
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emulating the ancients, fliould come in fearch 
of models. He would fee young men of eigh- 
teen or twenty, five feet fix, or eight .inches 
high (n)i who poflefs all the graces peculiar 
to their time of life. Their mufcles have ftill 
a little plumpnefs, which will foon affume a 
bolder . character ; their cheeks, gracefully 
rounded, difplay an animated carnation, and 
their eyes are full of fire ; their chin is 
covered with a light down, never violated by 
the razor ; their air is full of grace and dig- 
nity ; and their whole carriage, and every 
gefture, befpeaks health and vigour. 

In men arrived at maturity, the features 
and outlines are more developed. Their legs 
are naked; and when their robes are lifted 
up, the mufcles appear' boldly prominent : 
their arms exhibit thofe figns of flrength 
which were vifible in thofe of the ancient 
Athlctse: their fhoulders are broad, their chefts 
full, and their necks^, never ftraightened by 
the ligatures, which;' from infancy, confine 
thofe of the Europeans, retain all the beauti- 
ful jproportions afligned to that part by na- 
ture : no tight breeches j or garters, bind 
their legs below the knee ; that part of theif 

(fl) About fix feet Englifh< 
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leg, therefore, is never diftorted or contradted, 
nor is the knee too prominent. In a word, 
all their limbs, unaccuftomed to the fetters 
.which confine our motions, and which habit 
alone could render fupportable, preferve their 
natural form, and that admirable fj^mmetry 
which conftitutes male beauty. When they 
ftand ere£t, all parts of the body properly 
fupport each other. When they walk, they 
move with an air of dignity, and bodily 
ftrength and firmnefs of mind difplay them- 
felves in every gefture. . Their majeftic eye 
announces that they are accuftomed to com- 
mand. Pride and feverity may fometimes be 
apparent in their looks, but meannefs never. 

The Mahometans, who inhabit the ifland 
of Crete, are fuch, Madam, as I have here 
pourtrayed them. They are, in general, from 
five feet and a half to fix feet high (0). They 
refemble the ancient flatues ; and, in fa£t, fuch 
were the men the artifls of antiquity took for 
their models. It is not, therefore, wonderful 
they fhould have furpaffed us, having a more 
beautiful nature from which to copy. One 

(o) French meafure, anfwering to from five feet eleven 
inches to fix feet five Engliih. 

X day^ 
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day, as I was walking with an officer in the 
environs of Canea, he €xclaime4, it the fight 
of every Turk that paffed, Oh ! were I only 
permitted to choofe here feven hundred men^ 
I fhould have the fineft regiment in France ! 

In a country where the men are fo re- 
markable for bodily ftrength and dignity of 
afpedt, yoii may juftly conclude, Madam, that 
the women cannot be wanting in beauty and 
the graces. Their drefs does not prevent the 
growth of any part of the body, but is ac- 
commodated to thofe admirable proportions 
with which the Creator has decorated the moft 
lovely of his works. All are not handfome j 
all do not poflefs charms ; but fome of them 
are extremely beautiful, particularly among 
the Turks. In general, the Cretan women 
have a luxuriant bofom ; a neck gracefully 
rounded J black eyes full of fire; a fmall 
.mouth; a nofe perfectly well rnade, and 
cheeks which health tinges with the fofteft 
vermilion. But the oval of their faces is dif- 
ferent from that of the women of Europe, and 
the charader of their beauty is peculiar to 
their nation. I will not attempt a parallel 
between the two. Whatever is beautiful de- 
ferves our homage, though delicacy of fenti- 

ment 
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xnent ftiould ukimately fix the tafte of a m 
of juft feeling. 

During the firft year or two of my trav( 
in the' eaftern countries, accuftomed as I h 
been to the elegant head-drefs of thfe ladi 
of Frante, their curls, and difierent colour( 
poiT^der, I could not endure the black hair 
the oriental women, and then* drefs feemed 
me to give them a harfh and forbidding ai 
So difficult is it for reafon to difengage itfe 
from the fetters of habit, that I lojtig cont 
nued the flave of this prejudice. But, aft( 
more mature refledion^ their long black lock 
artificially plaited, without cither powder < 
pomatum, and which neither fpoil their drei 
nor foil the furniture of their apartments, a; 
peared to me well calculated to heighten the: 
beauty. Their ebon colour feemed to giv 
moreluftre to the faimefs of thdr complcxioiii 
and the glow of their checks. The rofe 
water, with which they wafh their hair, ex 
haled an agreeable perfume; and I was de 
lighted with the natural beauty of their treffes 
I then changed my opinion,^ and could nc 
help wifhing the Eurqpedn womeil would no 
fpoil one of their moft charming ornament 
with the colours of arc, fo much inferior t< 

X a thof 
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their features diftorted by knavery and mer 
nefs. Such is the charafler of thofe Greta 
who were once fo jealous of their libertj 
thofe experienced and intrepid warriors, wl 
were courted by all nations ; and thofe frier 
to the arts, which they cultivated amid th ; 
ihady groves. At prefent, cowardly and ii 
dolent,. they live in debafement, and we m; 
read in their degraded countenances, th^tth 
arejlaves. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XXXIIL 
To M- h. M. 

HE ifland of Candia, Madam, does not 
produce, like Egypt, a multitude of reptiles* 
Very few ferpents, and thofc only fmalloncs, 
are to bt found in it. ^elon, the aaturaKft, 
reckons three fpecies, the opbis^ the ochendra^ 
and the ephloti The firft is not venomous ; 
but I can fay nothing of the others, only I 
never heard of any accidents from their bite. 

The ancients affirmed, that this beautiful 
country contained no noxious animal (/>). 
Pliny excepts the tarantula (y), which Belon 
calls phalangton if). They aflert its poifoa 
is mortal. It is a fort of fpider, almoft an 
inch long, with a fcaly coat. It hollows out, 
in the fides of little eminences, a pretty deep 

{f) Antigonus Arifthius, Hift. cap.x. Itisfaid, that 
the iiland of Crete bre(?ds no animal which can caufe the 
death of man. 

{q) Pliny, lib. viii. cap. 58. 

4r) Obfervations de plufieurs Singplaritcs ct Chofes 
fnemorabies trouvccs en Grece, &c. 

hole. 
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hole, which it covers with a ftrong web 
profs threadfi glued together. This little p 
fage, at the bottotn of which it lodges, 
clofed externally by a valve, that preve 
the rain from penetrating; and which it op< 
when going in queft of infedts, and clc 
again when it re-enters. If two of th 
tarantulas are fhut up in a gkfs phial^ tl 
iling each other, and die foon after. I 
not acquainted with the effed of their I: 
pn the human body, but I was an eye-witn 
to the Experiment I have juft mentioned. 

The quadrupeds of the ifland are i 
piifchievous ; we neither meet with lie 
tigers, bears, wolves, nor even foxes; 
&6rt, no dangerous animal. The ^ 
goats are the only inhabitants of i 
forefts which cover the< high mountai 
jaind have nothing to fear but the gun of i 
hunter. Hares are found on the eminen 
foid in the plains. The (hcep feed in faf 
pn the various fpecies of wild thyme. Tl 
are foldeil every evening, and the fhephi 
fleeps in peace, free from the dread of fee! 
(death and havpck fprcad among his flock 
wild beafts. 

It is a happinefs fpr the Cretans, that tl 

X4 
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crates ( «), ordered an infufion of it to 
given in feveral diforders of women, ai 
cfpecially during, the pains of a difficult i 
hour. For this reafon the ftatue of Dia: 
y^SLSy according to fome writers. (^), crown ■ 
vs'iih dittany. x 

I fhall . not here repeat, with feveral a : 
thors (w), that the wild goats, when wound : 
by the ailrows of the hunter, freed themfeh 1 
from them J>y; eating this precious plant; tl ; 
it poffefled the virtue of healing them, ev: 
when the arrows were poifoaied (.;i;) j and ti ; 
its odour was fo powerful, as to drive awi 
venomous reptiles, and deftroy, if it on I 
touched them (jk) . Thefe accounts are evident 1 
exaggerated ; but, on the other hand, we a: 
poflibly too indifferent to the real utility m< 
4icin.e might derive from this plant. Its k 
h extremely balfamic, and the flower diflul< 

(u) Hippocrates de Nat. Mulierum : Give, asadriri 
dittany of Crete, of the weight of an obolus, infufed 
water. He adds (de Morbis Mulierum), lib. i. Givedi 
tany of Crete in wine, De Foetus Mortui Exfeft. 
you have any dittany of Crete, drink an infufion of it, 
• (v) Scholiaft. in Euripid. Hippolyt. 

(tu) Plutarch, de Sol. Anim. 

(jf) Cicero, de Natura Deorum, lib. ii. 

{y) Diofcorides. 

a d( 
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a delicious fragrance. The inhabitants, at pnn 
fent, apply it with fuccefs on many occafions^ 
An infufion of the dried leafy with a littlo 
fugar, yields a liquor more pleading to the 
palate, and more finely flavoured than tea, 
It immediately removes languor of the fto- 
mach, and rellorea it after digeftion. 

{%) Dittany is peculiar to the ifland of Crete^ 
and is to be found in no other country. It 
grows in the crevices of the rocks, and at the 
foot of precipices. Pliny has not fuffidently 
difcriminated it in his defcnption (^). ** Dit-^ 
<^ tany/' iays he, *^ has flender bwnchcs, re-* 
^ fembles penny-royal, and is hot and rough 
^ to the tafte ; its leaves only are made uie 
f* of ; it has neither flower, nor feed, nor 
f^ftaUc." Virgil knew it better, aftd Ui 
defcription is more conformable to truth (i)^ 
^^His mother gathers dittany on Mount 
^^ Ida of Crete. This plant bears fliagged 
^ leaves, which are crowned with purple 
<^ flowers. The wild goats find in it a 

(z) PKny, B. xxv. ch. 8. Diftany grows only in the 
ifland of Crete. Theophraftus (Hift. Plant.) fays the 

fame thing : Dittany Is peculiar to the ifland of Crete, 
(a) Pliny, lib. xxv, cap- 8. 
{k) Mmiiy lib, xii* 

" remedy^ 
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♦^ remedy^ whea wounded by the i*ring< 
^ arrows.'* 

la a Gopntry wliere the air b extreme 

pure» disorders are not frequent ; we find i 

epidemical difeafes in the ifland of Candi 

Fevers are, indeed, frequent there, in the fur 

jner; but they are not attended with dangt 

and the plague would never make its appez 

anccji had not the Turks deilroyed theXaz 

rettos eftabliihed by the Venetians for pc 

forming quaxan^ne. Since then it has be< 

brought, from time to ti^ie, by the fbips fro 

Siiiyxna and Conflantinople* This dreadf 

diftemper perpetuates itfelf fpr want of pr 

cautions, vifits fucceilively the diiFerent pp 

vinces, and, as both the heats and colds a 

moderate, fometimes continues its ravages he 

for eighteeii months together. 

But a malady which,, though lefs dangeroi 
than the plague, has fomething even ma: 
hideous in its fymptoms, infers this beautif 
country: I mean the leprofy. This diford 
bad its ancient feat in Syria, whence it h; 
pafTed into many iflands of the Archipelag 
It is contagious, and is inilantly commun 
cated by the touch. The unhappy wretche 
who are attacked by it, are confined to litt 

* hul 
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huts/ built' on the fides of the highways^^^frorix 
which they are not allowed to come out, of- 
to converfe with any perfon. " They have 
ufually ; roiind their cottages a fmall garden^ 
that fupplies them with vegietables ^ and 
poultry, with 'which, and the alms they 
receive from paflengers, they drag on *a 
miferable life in torment. Their bloated Ikin 
is covered with a fcaly cruft, full of red and 
white fpots, which occafion intolerable itch- 
ings. They intreat relief ina hoarfe and 
hollow voice, at the very found of which you 
Ihudder, and their words are fcarcely articu- 
late, as the diforder is internally deftroying the 
organs of fpeech. Thefe wretched fpedres 
gradually lofe the ufe of their iimbs^ and live 
till, the whole mafs of blood becoming cor- 
rupted, death is the confequence of putre- 
faftion. No fight can be more melancholy, 
or more fhocking than that * of a lep^r j no 
torments comparable to thofe which he en- 
dures. It would be an a£k^ worthy of a hu- 
mane phyfician, to endeavour to difcovw a 
remedy for this dreadful and contagious dif- 
temper. 

The rich are not attacked by this maladyt 
which h confmed to the lower clafs of people, 

• and 
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and is particularly frequent among the Greeks, 

ivlit> obferve ftridly tjieir four Lents, and live 

during that whole time on nothing but falt-filh, 

boutargo (c), pickled olives, and cheefe, .and 

drink copioafly of the heavy and heating 

-wines.of the country (^). It is poffible this 

diet may inflame and thicken their blood, 

and, • at length, be the caufe of a leprofy . I 

am led to fufpedt this, from obferving, that it 

never manifefts itfelf among fuch of the 

Turks as are rich enough to procure animal 

food the whole year, with rice and vegetables; 

nor even among the Greeks who inhabit the 

mountains, and eatfrequently of fallads, fruits, 

and milk. 

You perceive, Madam, this terrible diforder 
is not to be dreaded by perfons in eafy cir- 
cumftances. During a whole century that 
the French have been fettled in Canea, not 
one of them has ever fufFered from it ; and 
as it appears to originate from the wretched 
nutriment of the Greeks; by obliging them 
to change their manner of living, this difeafe 
might poflibly be eradicated. Our anceftors 

(f) The roe of fifli faked and fmoaked. 
(d) Thefe wines are of a very hot quality, and coft 
oAly tBre^ farthings ^ bottle. 

brought 
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brought it with them into France^ at their re- 
turn from the Crufkdes^ and difcovered the 
method of cure. It is, therefore^ little to 
be doubted, but the Cretans, under the re- 
gulations of a wife government, might be 
able entirely to banifh it from the ifland. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 



LET. 



On GREECfe; 



LETTER XXXIV; 

To M. t. M. 

,A. RESIDENCE of fixtecn months i 

Crete, has given me an opportunity, Madan 

of attaining a more perfe£t knowledge of th 

fine ifland, than travellers, in general, can pr< 

tend to, who have only taken a hafty viev 

At a diftance from all the entertainments an 

diverfions which amufe the tarifian, I ha\ 

endeavoured^ in my leifure hours, to di 

cover fitujLtions where I might enjoy th 

beauties of the country. I wifh,^Madam, t 

prefent you with the defcription of one i 

particular, to which I frequiently repairec 

attracted by the pleafmg profpefts it affordec 

but let me entreat you to remember, that th 

more faithful I fhall be, the more will th 

fcenes I Ihall depi£t be fufpe^ed of the mai 

vellous. I am not afraid, however, yo 

fhould think them imaginary; the places 

am about to defcribe, really exift; I myfe 

have feen and felt their beauties in diSerer 

feafor 
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feafons of the year. May they caufe yon to 
forget, for a moment, the rich gardens o£ 
Montreuil, and for a while fix your attentioix 
on the banks of the Platania ! 

Quitting Canea, and following the iear-iliore 
to the fouth-weft, we leave on the rig^t the 
Lazaret, a low rock, where the Venetians 
obliged veffels to perform quarantine; before 
they were admitted into the harbour. A 
league further on is the rock of Saint Theo- 
dore, on which not a ftone remains of the 
two forts by wliich it was defended, when 
attacked by the Turks. This litde ifland, and 
that of the Lazaret, were anciently called 
LeuceSj and are famous for the conteft the 
Syrens dared to maintain againft the Mufes, 
with whom they difputed the palm of vocal 
and inftrumental mufic ; but being overcome, 
threw thcmfelves into the fea. 

Goading the gulph, we difcover to the weft 
a long chain of mountains, which follow its 
windings, and terminate in a point at Cape 
Spada, formerly the promontory of Diflynna. 
Thefe are a branch of the white mountains, 
to which Strabo gives the name, of Corycus, 
About the middle of this chain is the temple 
ofDiftynna, erected by the ancient 'Cretans, 

on 
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On the fpot where fhe caft herfelf into the fe 
to avoid the purfuit of Minos (e). 
, Let us continue our expedition, regaifdk 
of the fables of antiquity. We approach tl 
river of Platania, aiid the foreft of the fan 
name ; we arc now three leagues from Cane 
To the weft we have the fea, and the hi) 
with which it is furrounded, and to the ea 
a thick wood. Between the fhore and the 
trees is a fandy foil, a quarter of a league i 
width, interiperfed with beautiful laurel-rofe 
Nothing can be more lively than the verdai : 
luftre of their leaves ; nothing more magnif ■ 
cent than the purple flowers with which the 
are crowned. But the fun beats hot on th i 
fands { the fhade invites j let us repofe undc : 
Its covert. 

^ Heavens! what a delightful /cene! wh^ : 
verdant, what beautiful foliage ! A vaft forel I 
of plane trees, few of which are lefs thai 
feventy feet high ! They are larger than ou 1 
elms, and no lefs majeftic. How they unit : 
their fraternal arms ! How do they mutuall i 
(upport and defend each other againft tempeil ! 
and hurricanes ! All hail to the ancient foreil 

(f) Murdus, DiiTertation on Crete. 

Y c. 
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of Platania! Every tree has vines plaiitnl 
round it, whofe (hoots, foor inches in £ame^ 
tcr, rife like the ropes which fecnre the malls 
of a fhip. In this rich and produfiive foil 
they ihoot with an aftonifhing Tigoor, and^ 
growing to the height of the {4aiies hj which 
they are fupported, crown them with their 
verdant tendrils, and adorn diem widi their 
fruit. Each tree, thus decorated, foraas a 
large arbour, impenetrable to die rays of the 
fun. Seated under this magnificent canopy, 
the traveller. fees clufteis of grapes pendent 
over his head, many of which are two leet in 
lengdi. They are of various fpecies; and 
by the fide of a yellow clufter, we frequently 
admire the purple, the videt, the rofe, and 
the mufcadine of a deeper, or lighter hue. 
Theie grapes, which embellifh the Platanus 
with their beauteous varieties, have a very 
large berry, and ripen two months later 
than thofe which grow on the hiU^fide; ^ but 
they adorn the tables of the inhalntants till 
riaie month of December,: and are of an ex^ 
qpifite flavour. I know no place more de« 
lightfuUy pleafant than this^forieft* in fpring, 
innumerable birds refort thither, to build theb: 
nefts : the nightingale, the goldfinch, and the 

blackbird^ 



fclackfeird, /fcek its fliades, where they woo 
peace thek little loves, and make the ech< i 
refbimd with their mdiodious WarWiiig. 

Clofe to the edge of this wood flows 1 1 

river of Piatania. It is not deep, and tl 

pure fand, which forms its bed, is eafiljr d i 

coverable through its tranfparent waters. T 

foliage of the plane-trees, and the cluft^; 

^th which they are hung round j are refled : 

in this cryftal mirror* Sometimes, taking : 

way between two rows of trees, its darken: 

ftteam glides in filence under the thick ove; 

hanging branches ; then, fuddenly efcapiii 

from its' prifon, the face, of heaven is agai 

imaged in its peaceful waters. It was in tl 

Umpid ftream, fays the ifable (/), th^ Europi 

iatiated with the favours of Jupiter, went r. 

bathe her beauteous body, while her nympl 

danced in chorus, and chaunted hymns 1: 

Love. No place can be imagined more £; 

vourable to the tendereft of paflions j nor an 

where the heart overflows more with pur 

enjoyment, or feels more the want of anothj; 

'felf to participate its delights. O thou ! whc 

feated beneath the flowety ihades of Bourbor 

(/) Murlius^ Differtation on the Ifle Of Crete. 

Y 2 fan 
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iang Eleonora, whofe darling name has at-^ 
traded the adnuration of diftant nadons, 
come to Platania ; come to admire and paint 
the charms of this retreat ; and, if you would 
render it immortal, here love, here cdebrate 
another divinity! Acknowledged fongfter o£ 
the Graces, beloved poet of Apollo, remember 
that this is the ancient country of the Mufes ; 
here refide, and you vnH ima^e youifelf in 
the bofom of your native land. 

Let us penetrate into the thickeft of the 
wood. What profound filence ! what gloomy 
majefly ! Darknefs here reigns amid theclear- 
nefs of the day. Here is the habitation of 
obfcurity^ peace, and coolnefs. They have 
fled the burning hills, where the fhepherd; 
from the depth of his grotto, warbles forth 
his drains, and have taken refuge under this 
impenetrable foliage. But why does a fecret 
fhuddering feize on the mind ? Is this then the 
temple of the deity ? And is the foul awed by 
his facred prefence ? Or, rather, does it dread 
fome undifcovered enemy ? Yet does it expe- 
rience a kind of pleafure in what fo agitates 
its feelings. Is this agitation then -neceffary 
to make us more fenfible of our exiftence ? 

Let us continue to ftray under the arbours 

of 
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<>£ Platania, and afcend toward the fourcc 
the river. For the fpace of a league we ] 
ccive aliiioft always the fame richnefs of : 
and the fame delightful landfc^pes. In fc 
places the two hills, which embrace the for 
widen, and afford diftant views of eminen 
elad with vineyards ; cottages built on tl 
fummits; and perpendicular rocks, which fe 
ready to rufh into the valley. The gc 
vrhich fjports on the brink of the preclpic 
is browzing on the leaves of the fhrubs wh 
grow on them, and feems fufpended over 
^byfs.. 

W^e are now at the extremity of the fon 
Before us opens a plain, three leajgues in c 
cumference, bordered on every fide with lo; 
hills. Above rife the White Mpuntains, whi 
hide their frozen heads in the douds. Fr< 
every point of the horizon, narrow and de 
valleys terminate in the plain, to which th 
convey the tribute of their waters. Th 
courfe is marked out by the laurel-rofes, t 
beautiful flowers of which decorate the fie 
of the valleys with a brilliant red j they i 
fo many fuperb garlands, hung by nature 
the fummits of the hills, and which, fufpend 
ia long folds, reach to the very foot of t 
Y 3 defcp 
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fwcet, more exquifite, than thofe of the : 
itfelf ; they enchant every fenfe, and 
foul ifr filled with the fofteft fenfation. Soi 
times, in this immenfe plain, we find tt 
growing ia thick grovefe ; to walk in wl: 
is moft delightful. In other places they 
feen fcattered here and there j but where 
Mre turn our eyes, we can never be weai 
i?vith admiring the beauty of their foliage, ; 
Inhaling the delicious odours of their flow 
Twenty times have I repoled under tl 
fhade, and as often have I tafted a new 
light. The ancients certainly were in 
,right, when they confecrated the myrtle 
love, fince it furpafles in beauty every ot 
ihrub. or tree. 

A rivulet traverfes the whole extent of 1 
blain J but it has but little water, exc 
during the winter. Its banks are adori 
with laurel-rofes, which grow beft in a m< 
foil. The vivid colours of their bloflbms, wh 
are feen through the interftices of the flow 
myrtles, form a pidure worthy of the ab 
pencils. But the pleafure of the eye is : 
equal to that communicated by their delic 
odourst Yott leave them, to feat yourfel] 
Y4 
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ing in one landfcape all the charms to be foi 

in many ; but they have, neverthelefs, ta 

care not to lofe fight of probability, by 

tioning each objeft in the place It ought 

occupy, and imagining nothing but what 

poflible. The moft frequent error of tl 

vrho have not well examined nature, is 

unite incoherent beauties, and diftort V9 

they mean to embelliih. 

I know not, Madam, what may be the fat* 

the defcriptions I now fend you j but I fket 

ed them near the banks of the Platania, ; 

in the plain of myrtles. There I now enjo 

the fliade of the plane-tree, while the pu] 

clufters hung over my head; now inh; 

the delicious odours of the blooiping my] 

and now contemplated with rapture the b( 

tiful flowers with which the laurel-rofe adc 

ed the valleys. Charmed with the fee 

breathing a pure and balmy air, I have 

deavoured to defcribe, in this filent reti 

the fentiments and emotions of my foul, 

the refleidons refuking fronj the fight c 

many delightful objeds. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LI 
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LETTER XXXV. 



To M. L. M. 



I 



AM* now going to introduce you. Madam, 
to one of the moft amiable Turks in the 
ifland, nor can I fuppofe you will be dif- 
pleafed with your new acquaintance* Ifmael 
Aga, one of the wealthieft land proprietors 
in Canea, is a man of about feventy years 
of age, of a majeftic flature, a fine face, 
and ftill exhibits in his features the marks 
of ftrength and vigour. He has had the 
command of feveral of the Grand Signior's 
caravelles, and paffed fome time at Venice j 
he has travelled through Egypt, and vifited, 
according to the religious cuftom of the 
Mahometans, the tomb of his Prophet. His 
travels have intirely divefted him of that 
pride, with which ignorance, and the preju-* 
dices of their religion, infpire the Turks, nor 
does he, like them, defpife ftrangers ; but, oa 
ihc contrary, takes pleafure in, and courts their 
, § focicty, 
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fbciety. • Having- invited us to fpend fc 

time at his country* houfe, he fent horfes 

us^ and ordered his fons to fhew us the w 

We accordingly fet out from Canea at ei 

In the morning, crofled that beautiful j 

of the country covered with olive-tn 

which extends to the foot of the Wl 

Mountains, and having rode through 

whole length of the delightful plain of myrt 

arrived about noon at his houfe, fituate 

league beyond it, on the declivity of a li 

Ifmael received us with friendfhip, but wi 

out any of' thofe demonftrations of joy :\ 

pleafure which ceremony lavifhes in oti 

countries. You are welconie, faid he, v 

an air of cool fatisfadion ; and immediati 

conduded usjto the place of entertainmc 

The heavens were clear and ferene, ! 

the atmofphere was heated by a burning i\ 

to which we had been four hours expof ! 

npthiag could now be fo defirable to uj 

coolnefs ; and our wifhes were amply gratif i 

The table was fpread in^ the garden uni 

the fhade of orange-rtrees. Six of thefe be ; 

tiful trees, planted in a circle, united tl i 

)>ranches, which had never been mutilated 

|he fljeers, mi fyrmi oyer our head 
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roof impenetrable to the rays of the Am* 
In the middle of a very hot day, we enjoyed, 
in this arbour, which nature had fo profiifely 
embellifhed, a delicious coolnefs. On every 
fide, flowers hung in garlands over the guefts, 
and formed a crown for each* The bright-^ 
nefs of their colours, their exquiflte odours, 
the beauty of the foliage, gently agitated by 
the zephyr, every thing confpired to makd 
us imagine ourfelves fuddenly tranfported to 
fomc enchanted grove. To complete the 
whole, a beautiful ftream, whicb defcended 
from the adjoining hills, paflfed under the 
table, and contributed to preferve the plea- 
fantnefs and coolnefs of our arbour j on each 
fide of us we beheld it gliding over a golden 
fand, and winding its cryftal ftream through 
the garden, in which a great number of 
fmaU canals had been dug to convey its 
waters to the orange, the pomegranate and 
almond trees, which repaid the moifture 
they received with intereft, in flowers and 
fruits. 

The table was now fervcd ; the Aga had 
endeavoured to provide for us fuitable to our 
taftes J we were prefented with all the utenfils 
common in France j and our hoft himfelf 

conformed 
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conformed to all our cui^ms. Knowing 
v^e were ufed to tzk^ foup, he fupplie< 
TVith a great difh of roaft-mcats cov 
vrith a delicious jelly. Round this were 
tavelle^ almoft as large as our hens, and \ 
a Jumet which excited the appetite : tl 
Were,befide excellent quails, a tender and 
Hcate iamb, and hafhed-^meat dreffed ^ 
rice, and perfedly well feafoned. The \ 
correfponded with the excellence of the 
of our entertainment ; we were ferved \ 
•utn de loi{g)^ malmfey of Mount Ida, 
a fort of perfumed red wine, equally agree! 
to the fmell and the tafte. Our good patriai 
wifhing to imitate his guefls, and take 
glafs in defiance of the Prophet, had I 
away lus ferviants, and his children. L 
ing afide the Turkifli gravity, which n: 
condefcends to fmile, he chatted with m 
Tivacity, and frequently aftonifhed us by 



{g) The wine made by the Jews is called Vin de 
or wine of the law, and is little known in Fn i 
it 18 rather bitter, but leaves an agreeable flavour i i 
mouth, and iexcites a gentle warmth in the flomac I 

The Malmfey of Mount Ida is more unfltupus, : 
agreeable to the palate, and not lefs fragrant. 
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penetrattoa of hU iraderfta'ndiQg^ ^e sftnefs 
of his replies^ and .titie juftnefa of bU. ideas* 
When the diflies were removtd^ wc were 
pr^fented with Moka cofiFee, and pipes. Da 
not be too much fliockcd, Madam, the pipes 
made ufe of hecc are of jafmiue, and the 
part applied to the mouth, of amber ; their 
enormous length entirely takes away - the 
pungency of the tobacco, which, in Turkey, 
however, is mild ; and, being Jmixed with 
the wood of aloes, produces a vapour ndther 
difagreeable nor incommodious," ais in other 
countries. 

We repofed oftrfelves agreeably under the 
fhade, and enjoyed the delicious fn^aace 
of the orange flowers; our hoft was e x tie m C'^ 
ly focial, and took the lead in the con^er- 
fation. . No offer was '^ere made to fhine, 
by thofe flafhes we call wit, to ornament 
fplendid nothings in gaudy colours, or to 
difleminate agreeable fcandal. To attempt this 
would only have been to lofe time. Ifm^l 
would have underftood nothing of our jargon^ 
We were obliged to content ourfelves with 
liftening to folid obfervations, and return- 
ing anfwers according to the dilates of 
reafon, and found fenfe. As foon as the great 

heat 
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fieiad was over^ he called his fons, and 
deredthem to attend us on a fhboting pa 
we dcfcended into a plain where we ft 
plenty of quails, and had the pleafure 
killing many without fatigue. The d 
nefs, which now advanced over the 1 
brought us back to the houfe; and, as 
nights at this feafon are as clear and 
as the days are beautiful, we fupped in 
arbour of oraiige-trfees. Rarely do we ei 
this luxury in France ; the night air 
always a degree of chilnefs that make? 
fiiudder, or a copious dew falls injuriou: 
health. In Crete, during the Summer, yoi 
not expofed to thefe inconveniencies, wl: 
though trifling, interrupt the enjoy men; 
the company. The fky was without a cl 
the coolnefs agreeable, and the air fo ci 
as fcarcely to difturb the light of four I ! 
wax-tapers^ which illumined the foliag : 
a dioufand different ways, and the v^ : 
fefle£tions of which produced lighte 
fhadcs of an admirable cfFe£t. Here 
leaves fhone upon, affumed a brilliant yel 
and there a deep v6rdure, while in i: 
places the whitenefs of the flowers, fufpe i 
in feftoons, was heightened by a gc I 

gro I 



336 L fe r t E R « 

ground ; further on, the opening of two leases 
left a pai&ge for the refplendence of a ftar, 
which fparkled like the dikmond. The con-* 
deniation of the air had colleded the fira- 
« grant perfumes of the flowers and ihnibs^ 
and every fenfe was delighted. .The lumi* 
nous corufcadons which played upon the 
foliage, and the contrail of light and (hade^ 
which continually varied its form and colours^ 
produced a fcenery fo delightful, that this 
flowery canopy extended over our heads ap^ 
peared to me more beautiful by night, than 
amid the fplendor of day. Perhaps, too, 
the delicacy of our good chee]:^ the excellence 
of the wine, and the novelty of the decora-> 
tionsy might give new vigour to imagination^, 
and that enchantrefs might take a delight in 
ftill further embellifhing fo voluptuous act 
abode. 

The Turks do not referve in their houfes 
feparate apartments for every perfon of the 
family ; the women only have diflin^ cham-» 
bers; the men iOeep together in fpacious halls,on 
matrafles fpread on the carpetting, and provided 
with fheets and a blanket. Agreeable to this 
ancient cuftom, ftill obferved by the orientals, 
vire, were ihewn into a large room, round 
3 ' which 
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•wliich our beds were pkced upon the groii 
Only two centuries ago, it was ufual, evel 
France, for. the whole family to pafs- 
night in the fame apartment: fince i 
time, our manners have undergone a g 
changis ; they have infinitely more delic 
atid Convenience, nay, perhaps decen 
but are they more focial? 

The day had fcarcely begun to break, wl 
tKe fervants came to awaken us ; for the Ma 
'metans rife with the dawn, to repeat 
morning prayer, and to enjoy the firft rayi 
the fun, and the delicious coblmefs difft 
throughout the air. When we came do 
from our chamber, breakfaft was waiting 
tis; we drank moka, fmoaked the odori, 
ous tobacco of Latakia, and, accompanied 
the fons of the Aga, and two game-keep i 
made an excurfion to flioot partridges. 
' have only feen one fp^cies of that bird in i 
ifland ; the bartavelle, which inhabits 
mountains, where it multiplies prodigiou; 
its colours are more lively, and it is mi 
larger than our red partridge, and excelle ; 
^ well tailed : we found innumerable co 
of thefe birds on all the hills. Our m( i 
ing was fatiguing, but very fuccefsful. I 
Z quel 
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quendy, after ftrayiog over eminences covered 
with briars, we defcended into a yalley over- 
fpread with myrtles and laurel-rofes. The 
game retires into fuch places during the 
violent heat of the fun, and we fpnmg par- 
tridges, quails and hares^ from the midft of 
thefe flowery thickets. 

On our return to the Aga's, an excellent 
dinner, the malmfey of Mount Ida, and our 
delightful arbour, made us forget all our 
fatigues. His women pdd us a gallant at- 
tention, by the prefent of a large cake made 
with their own hands ; it was compofed of 
flour, perfumed honey, freih almonds, and 
pounded piflachio-nuts, mixed with a little 
rofe- water: this paftry was very light, and 
we all allowed it to be excellent. 

During the whole time we paflfed at the 
feat of Ifmael Aga, we experienced from him 
nothing but the utmoft politenefs ; he, made 
us no great compliments, but he fl:udied our 
taftes ; and we were fure of finding on our 
table the difhes to which we feemed to give 
a preference. One morning rifing before my 
companions, and walking among the neigh-- 
bouring orchards, I perceived this .venerable 
muflulmanilanding near a fountain contiguous 

to 
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to the koufe: heWas wafhmghis face andhan 
lind chaunting; the firft chapter of the Koi 
that is to fay^ one of the firieft hymns e 
addrefled by man to the Supreme Being ( 
He feemed intirely abforbed in the ai 
tation he was paying to his Creator ; an 
conceived a favourable opinion of a man, m 
fulfilled, with fo much dignity, the firft of 
dutiesw 

This Turkiih nohleman poflcfTed fev^ 
Dthet country-houfes. That to which we W( 
invited he only occupies in the fpring, for 
p^ffes the violent heat of the fummer in 
charming retreat, iituated among the moi: 
tains, TherCj while the fun fcorches up t 
plai% and the whole atmofphere feems 
fire, he enjoys a delicious temperature ; a 
^beholds the country round him clad in v< 
dure, and covered with flowers and fruits. 

Such> Madam, is the life led by the ri 
Mahometans in Candia: they pafs thn 
fourths of the year on their eftates, and i 
pair in winter to the towns, to fell the i 

(h) The chapter called tpe IntroduHion^^yrYatix Ctr 
in fad as a preface to the Koran: it breathes t 
fublimity, that ancient iim]dicity, which feems to 
the proper language of man to the Akaighty« 

Z 2 perflui 
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perfluity of their produce ; the oil, which they 
make in great quantities, the wax, the wine^ 
and the wool of their flocks^ procure them 
very confiderable wealth. Content with their 
poffeffions, they afpire after none of thofe 
public employments which might endanger 
their fafety, but fee them, without envy, in 
the pofleffion of ftrangers. Uncontrolled 
monarchs on their own eftates, they command 
and recdve implicit obedience. PofleflShg the 
handfomeft women of the ifland(/), they bring 
up their numerous offspring, in the refpeft 
and fubmi£Bon due to the chief of the family. 
Thefe Mahometans, enjoying without pain, 
anxiety, or ambition, all the bounties offered 
them by nature, pafs their days in tranquil- 
lity and happinefs, and rdiain^ even in a 



(/) The Turks arc not fcrupulous in their means of 
obtaining womeit: when a Greek has' a pretty daughter, 
and has the misfortune to let her go out of the houfe 
alone, that moment they carry her ofF, and marry her. 
They do not force her to renounce her religion, if Ihe 
appears much attached to it ; but all the children arc 
Mahometans. I faw at Canea a handfome Greek girl, 
who had been carried o£F in this manner from her family. 
At her hufband's death, fhe returned to her relations ; 
but her children were muflulmen, and fhe was obliged 
to feparate from them* 

very 
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very advanced age^ almoft unimpaired, go 
health. 

I fhall long remember, Madam, the agr< 
able hours I fpent at Jthe country feat 
irmael Aga ; yet I muft confefs to you, th 
amid the pleafures I was enjoying, I con 
not fupprefs a. feeling of regret for the abfen 
of the fine arts. To this, however, the M 
hometans are infenfible; but a French mi 
cannot but deplore a want fo effential, 
orw of the fineft countries in the wor) 
Were this ifland the country of a polifti 
people, how would it change its appearanc 
How much more delightful would its gj 
dens become ! What delicious fhades woi 
the hand of an able artift there forii 
How would he difplay, ip brilliant cafcad 
thofe rivulets which rufh naturally from 1 
hill-tops ! How conjoin the fcarlet of 1 
pomegranate-tree with the white of i 
orange flower ! How would the myrtle 2 : 
the laurel-rofe then interweave their brand 
and their bloflbms, and the charming 1 1 
vary the beauteous mixture ! How wo 
thofe elegant fhrubs, diftributed in clurr | 
compofc groves unequalled for the i 1 
grance of their flowers, the variety of tl 

Z 3 cola I 
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colours, and the divcrfified tirils of their foM-t 
age* Under thefc fmiling arboiws, the poet 
would feel himfelf infpired by the Mules, 
breathe rapturous ftrains didated by the 
Graces, and chaunt hymns to Love. Anud 
fuch wondrous natural beauties, letters 
would flourifh as in the days of Anacreon^ 
whofe brow was perpetually crowned with 
rofes. Pardon me, Madam, if I thus yield to 
the pleafing dreams of nxj imagination : alas ! 
I fear I fhall not be able to produce the like 
in the foggy atmofphere of the Seine. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



To M. L. M. 



Q 



U I T T I N G Canea, Madam, the tra^ 
ler fees before him the White Mountains ( 
at prefent called the hills of Sphachia. 1 
chain of eminences is in height fecond oi 
to Mount Ida, which is the moft cxtenl: 
in the ifland : they begin at Cape Drepanii 
to the eaftward of La Sude, and extend 
far as the fouthera fea, where the little toi 
of Sphachia i^ituated, and defended by 
fmall fort, that ferves to frighten away : 
Corfairs. From this elevated centre ti 
branches ftrike off, which take their coi: 
toward the ancient Peloponnefus. Thefe 1 1 
minate in a point, and form the Capes Spj 
and Sufa (/), which are the moft wefti : 
' poi: 

(i) The ancients called this chain of mount 
Leuci^ or White Hills. Strabo, lib. x. 

(/) Thefe weftern branches of the mountains 
Z 4 Spha 
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points of the ifland. Thefe^fecondary branch ea 
are fteep, aboundingin perpendicular precipices^ 
and by no means fertile; flocks, however, are fed 
X)n them, and we here and there find fcat-i' 
tcred, cyprelTes, pines^j and various evergreens* 
The villages on them are little frequented, aii4 
thinly inhsibited^ and we meet with no re- 
markable town. At the bottom of the bay,^ 
inclofed by thefe mountains, is the fmall tovra 
of Cifamo, the ancient Cyfamum, with a 
wretched harbour and a ruinous caftle^ $^ear 
the promontory of Sufa, is the fort];^fs of 
Grabufa, built on a low rock ; the Vene-r 
tians defended it for a long time againft the 
•whole force of the Qttomali empire, and 
might ftill have pofleffed it, but for the trea- 
chery of one of its governors, who fold it 
to the Turks for a barrel of fequins. Be- 
tween the rock and the continent, veflfels 
of all fizes find excellent anchorage. But 
let us now quit thefe wild and defolate places, 
and return to the White Mountains. 

Sphachia were formerly called Tit3ia:us and Cadifcus. 
The hills of Tityrus formed the promontory of Dic- 
tynna, the modern Cape Spada ; thofe of Cadifcus, Ae 
promontory of the fame nam^, now called Cape Sufa. 

Thefe 
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, Thefe hills form, in the front of Ca 
bpl immenfe rampart, the fummit of wl 
i§ loil in the clouds, and feems to fepa 
that city from^ th» reft of the iiland* ' 
loweft chain is but two leagues from 
town, and may be about fix hun< 
yards high. Between that and the feq 
opens out 2^ yaft plain three leagues in 
fimeter, and of confiderable length ; this 
termediate chain is far higher than the 
rner. Beyond are lofty peaks, to wI 
without doubt, the name of the White Mc 
tains was given from their being, durii 
part of the year, covered with fnow, wl 
colle<3;ing in heaps, in the deep valleys 
the north fide, hardens, and never m« 
the inhabitants cut it in large pieces, wl 
they bfing to Canea in the night, and 1 
enjoy the luxury of drinking iced liq 
in the hotteft days of fummer. 

Thefe mountains are an appenage gra \ 
by the Grand Signior to the Sultana Wi 
and are intirely independent of the go^ 
ment of the Pachas. The Sultana fej 1 
perfon Ihe can confide in, to govern t 
and colled the tributes. The Greeks 
inhabit them ar? called Sphachiots j thej 

num : 
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I miiiierdus flocks of goats and fheqp, keep 

; btees, make excellent cheefe, which has the 

tacfte of Parmefan, and fell what they do 

' not confume themfelves, In .the neighbour* 

irig towns and villages. 
' The Sphachiots, confined to theif moun- 

tains, are more diftind from the different 
nations who have poffeffed Crete, than the 
ifihabitants bf the plains : they fpeak a 
dialed lefs ' corrupt than the reft of the 
Gandiots, and have retained feveral cuftoms 
of their anceftors, and certain peculiarities 
of theit ancient chgtrader. "When Belon 
travelled among them, they were the beft 
archers^ in the ifland ; they had very large 
bows, and difplayed more addrefs, ^ftrength, 
ahd courage, than the other Greeks, Even 
liow the mufquet has fucceeded to the 
bow, they are not lefs (killed in the ufe of 
the latter ;• and in general are e:5?ceUent markf. 
men. 

Of all the Cretans, the Sphachiots alone 
I have retained the Pyrrhic-dance ; this they 

! perform, clad in their ancient drefs, that is 

to fay, a Ihort robe bound with a girdle, 
I ' breeches and bulkins ; a quiver, filled with 

\ arrows, is fattened over their flioulder, a 

j bent 
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bent bow hangs on their arm, and by 
iide they have a long fword, Thu« accot 
they begin the dance, which has three 
fures. The firft marks the ftep, and they eh 
jfeet in dancing like the Germans ; the m 
pients of the fecond are more lively, 
refemble the dance of the inhabitant 
iiower Brittany; during the third mea 
they leap backwards and forwards, firf 
one foot, and then oq the other, with 3 
agility. The dancers,; who anfwer t] 
imitate the fame fteps, and fing and d 
with them to the fame time. In the c( 
pf this dance, they perform various evoluti 
ibmetimes forming a circle, at others, d 
ing, and ranging themfelves in two ] 
and feeming to menace each other with 
weapons. Afterward they feparate into 
pies, and appear as if defying their antagc 
to the combat ; but, in ail their movem 
their ear is true to the muliQ, and they i 
vary from the meafure. 

You know, Madam, that, in the an 
Cretan republic, the people were divided 
two claffes, that of the youth, and th; 
mature manhood ; this divifion is ftill 
ferved amc&g the Sphachiots, but not ii 

r 
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purity of the inftitution. Formerly the young 
ijien were fubje£t to the reproof of the aged, 
and obeyed them ; at prefent they wifli to 
command. This want of fubordinadon has 
, been produdlive of great misfortunes to the 
whole nation* During the laft :war with 
the Ruffians, the Turks imagined that the 
inhabitants of Sphachia intended to give up 
the ifland to their enemies, and pretended 
that fome Ruffian fhips, touching at the. 
fouthern fide qf the ifland, had formed a treaty 
with the Sphachiots. This was enough to 
make the Mahometans take up arms. They 
inarched, to the number of eight thoufand, 
and climbed without difficulty the firft chain 
of mountains ; but it was not fo eafy to 
fcale the fecond, and a handful qould have 
prevented them* The clafs of men propofed 
to fight, and defend their rocks; but the you^^ 
no doubt feduced by the promifes of the 
Turks, advifed fubmiffion ; and, while thei? 
fathers were making head ^ainft the enemy, 
had the bafenefs to introduce them, by fecret 
paths, to the fummit of their mountains. The 
moment they appeared the Sphachiots took to 
flight, and concealed themfelves as they could in 
caverns of the rocks^ and among the precipiceSt 

The 
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The muffulmen cruelly abufing their vil 
deftroyed whole villages, maffacred 
of the inhabitants, and carried off a \ 
number into flavery j without fparing \ 
,xnen, women, or children. . They after^ 
,fold them in different provinces of thi 
toman empire. The youth who conx 
the Agelas (m) of the ancient Cretans j 
certainly have acSed in a very different 
ner. We ihould have feen them fly tb 
to arms, and repel the enemy far from 
habitations, or perifh on the field of bj 
^but never would they have betrayed their < 
try. This example proves, that the be 
ftitutiqns become pernicious when the; 
part from their original principles («). 
I have already faid, Madam, that the 
.ter covers the mountains of Sphachia 
fnow. One morning, in the beginning 
bruary, we left Canea to take the diverfii 
fhooting. The north wind had blown c 
.the night ; and> though we enjoyed a 
agreeable temperature in the plaip^ th< ! 

{m) Companies of the youth. 

(») Since that unfortunate period, the Spl 
who w^re before exempt from the Carach^ 
like the reft of the Greeks. 
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cWas fliatp on th^ mountains. After pfoceed-* 
ing about half a league, ftruck with aftonifh-* 
ment and admiration, we could not but ftop 
to contemplate the fuperb pidkure before our 
eyes. The fun was rifing majeftically above 
the iummits of the hills, and illumined with 
his rays a mantle of fnow of an immenfe 
extent, which defcended from their tops to 
the higheft part of the lower eminences. 
Through the fnow the black trunks of the 
firs and oaks were feen making their way, 
which, at the diftance we were at, feemed 
as if planted by a line, and affuming the ap- 
-pearance of a long curtain, bounded the hori- 
'2on in a moft pifturefque manner. The 
magnificent mantle, of which they broke 
-the uniformity, illumined with all the rays 
of the fun, muft have been fatiguing to the 
^ye, Ij^ it covered the whole ground ; but, 
ending precifely at the laft chain of moun- 
tains, it forrned different folds, following 
the elevation of the country. Where it ler- 
.minated, plantations of olive-trees adorned 
the declivity of the hills, in the midft of 
which fcattered cottages agreeably varied the 
landfcape. Lower (Jpwn, the fcenery was dif- 
ferent. Here and there on the plain we 
3 difcovered 
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difcovered beautiful country. houfes, fo^ 
vrhich were built by the Venetians. Ai 
theha the lemon, orange, and alpjcmd ? 
laden with golden fruit, formed .encij 
ing groves, while iuAuroerable violets g 
Jing under their fhade, perfumed the air 
jljieir de%htfol .odour?. 

The plain we pafTed -through cont? 
large fpaces covered with corn, a foot ! 
and of an admirable verdure. This beai 
carpeting formed a wonderful fine coi 
with that .which the fevere cold of the ] 
had ftretched over the hills. After pe 
,bulal:ing, for an hour, amid thefe pleafing i 
fcapes, we defcended into the vale of I 
late, which is very marfliy in winter, 
iutirely uncultivated. But nature has nc 
glefted its embellifhment For the fpace 
league, the earth was covered with yello\i 
white narcifluies, of the livelicft hues, v 
diflTufed around the moil fragrant odour 
ginable. Wherever the ground was fome ' 
more elevated, it exhibited a profusion of : 
ornaments ; white anemonies, and vi t 
yellow, red, and, in fhort, of every cc 
^glittered through the verdure. 
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This, Madam, 18 hot a pidiire of the inii-» 
gination : from the fummits of the hills 
clad in the dazzling whitenefs of their fiiowy 
mantle, to the plain enriched with verdure, 
flowers and firuits, we had before dur e^es 
ail the beauties I have been defcribing. We 
contemplated, at one view, the feafons of 
Ipring and winter, fepar^ted only by an ele- 
vation of fix hundred yards. I do affure you. 
Madam, that I add nothing to the painting ; 
and if I have any regret, it is in not being 
able to exprefs the peculiar emotions every 
one mull experience at the fight of objeds 
fo aftonifhing, coUeded within the fpace of 
a few leagues. 

It is true, that, in the month . of February, 

Nature, in Crete, is, as I may fay, in the 

bloom of youth J the breath of her lips is 

i pUre and odoriferous; her robe is embroidered 

with the livelieft colours; the gentle dew 

j of the nights, the^.Ug^^ ^^ ^^^ g^^ ^^ ^Yf 

' which begins to warm her bofom, all con- 

I tribute to her decoration : but one of her 

j moft beautiful ornaments is the innumerable 

I golden-apples, which at that feafon cover the 

j branches of the ofange-trees. * Thefe are then 

I ripe, 
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Iripje, and invite every hand to pluck tl 
Their fkia is extremely thin, and their j 
delicious, the fragrant odour of which 
mains long after they have been eaten ; 1 
are greatly fuperior to thofe of Egypt, 
even at Malta are preferred to the orai 
of that ifland. 

Having thus defcribed the enchant 
ibenes that prefented themfelves to 
view J we will now, with your permifT 
Madam, continue oijr-diverfion of fhoot: 
When J8re had tf averfed the plain of Narcii 
w^e arrived at fome marfhes, fituated at 
extremity of the gulph of La Sude (t?) • T 
are nothing but reeds and water, and tl 
is no following the game without boots ; 
they are inhabited by innumerable fni 
which afford excellent fport. The envii 
abound in laureWofesf and myrtles, wl 
are in flower almoft the whole year, 
among thefe the fnipes we had fprung alij 
ed ; we here alfo found water-hens, and 
the higher grounds Our dogs put up a m 
ber o£ quails. 

{o) The Plain of Narclflus, which, wift its envii 
; I have been defcribing, is ufuallj called La Culat 

/Va Wifl 
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Wifhing to prolong our plcafure, we en* 
tered the deep vallies that interfeS the laffi 
chain of the hills of Sphachia, from nortb 
to fouth. Large woodcocks rofe every mo-» 
ment from amid the myrtles and laurel- 
rofes, with which this part of the country 
fo abounds. Here are numerous foun- 
tains of water, as clear as chryftal',. many 
of which have been embellifhed by the 
Turks, and formed into handfome bafons. 
In this delightful fpot, beneath the fhade of a 
plane-tree, furrounded with flowering fhrubs, 
we made our halt, and breakfafled on par- 
tridges, excellent wine,* fome olives, and the 
limpid water of the fpring; we did not, how- 
ever, give over our fport, but climbed up the 
dry channel of a torrent, till we came into a 
plain, which extends as far as the foot of the 
lower chain of mountains, and in which 
we found great plenty of the fineft par- 
tridges and hares. Such, Madam, was the 
country in which we took the diverfion 
of fhooting; but we did not too prodigally 
permit ourfelves this pleafure, and, ki ge- 
neral, only indulged in it once a week. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

•q LET. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



To M. L. M. 



Wi 



E have already. Madam, vifited 
xnoft beautiful fpots to the weft and f 
of Canea. It now remains for us to 
a view of cape Melee (^), which ftretche 
the north and eaft of that town. Its e 
mous head is feven leagues in circumfere 
and offers to the navigator nothing but i 
rocks, and threatening fhoals ; but, amonj 
romantic hills on the land fide, the trav i 
finds many places well deferving his at 
tion. 

The eaftem part of this promontory fc 
one of the coafts of the gulph of La Si 
Half a league from its mouth, is a rod 
which is built the caftle of that name, w 



(p) This cape was anciently called the Promc 
of Ciamum. 



Aa 2 rel 
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refitted for fo many years the Ottoman arms. 
It might eafily be battered from the fide of 
Cape Melee, which is only a quarter of a 
league from the fhore, and commands it by 
its fituation. It could not be taken, how- 
ever, without a fquadron, as it has feveral 
batteries ranged above each other, hewn out 
of the folid rock, and is fo extenfive as to 
contain a village with about a hundred and 
fifty houfes. Veflels of every fize may anchor 
all round this fortrefs. But were its artillery 
well ferved, and by expert gunners, the moll 
formidable fleet couldmever force the entrance 
of the bay, nor efcape, if once fuflfered to 
enter. The fort of La Sude is one of the 
moft important ftrong-holds of the ifland of 
Candia, and was accordingly that which re- 
mained longeft in the poflfeflion of the re- 
public of Venice. 

That part of the bay, which extends be- 
yond the cattle, is a league and a half in 
length, and one-third of a league broad* 
There is no anchoring-ground nearer than at 
the diftance of half a league from its ex- 
tremity ; and in any other part, no bottom is 
to be found at a hundred and fifty fathoms. 
The anchorage, however, is fujfEciently ex- 
tenfive 
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tenfive for the moft numerous fleet ; an 
lie there fheltered from all the wind , 
land-locked as in a bafon. 

The extremity of the gulph of La I 
called La Culate^ is only a league and • 
from the port of Canea, They are uni i 
a fiatural valley, through which it wo 
eafy to open a communication betwei i 
two harbours. Nothing more would : 
quifite than to cut a fhort canal, which I 
to be fuggefted by the very nature i 
ground. This would be of ineftimab 
vantage to commerce. For when the : 
winds blow, which fometimes detain £ i 
week at Canea, they might come dov 
flrait of La Sude, and put to fea. Nor * 
it be lefs favourable to them at the tii 
their arrival: veflels which, from coi 
winds, were unable to make one of 
harbours, might reach the other. Si 
canal would alfo have maiiy other advan 
which I fhall not here fpecify, as pla 
this nature will never be executed und 
government of the Turks. 

Let us now proceed toward the highi 
of Cape Melee. This road is very dil 
for we are obliged to climb a number oj 
Aa 3 
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hills, which lie perpetually barren. Qn them 
the fportfman finds as much game as he can 
wifh for ; hares and partridges in abundance j 
but the lover of agriculture views with regret 
thefe naked rocks, hill-fides covered with 
briars, thyme, and an infinity of wild plants, 
of no utility to man. The foot of the rocks 
is lined with the cyclamen, or fow-bread, 
which in the fpring covers the ground with 
its pleafing flowers. When we have pafled 
thefe rugged and defolate places, we defcend 
into a plain, which owes its fertility and riches 
to a convent of monks, who have themfelves 
cleared out the lands. They have enriched the 
barren hills with vineyards, and planted woods 
of olive, almond, and fruit-trees, which pro- 
duce them a confiderable revenue. On thq 
low grounds they till the beft land, and fow 
' it with wheat and barley. The Turks have 
the juftice to refped their property, and though 
their fields have now attained the higheft ftate 
of improvement, do not add a farthing to the 
old and very trifling taxes. 

We arrive at the convent of the Trinity 
by a long alley, adorned with lofty cypreflfes. 
On entering the court, which forms a long 
fquare, we fee the work-fliops and cellars of 

the 
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the holy fathers diflributed around it. 
centre of this court is a fmall churcli 
portal and fides of which are ornamentec 
orange-trees, forming a noble circular 
ftyle, and which, when in bloflbm, fi 
air with their fragrance. This monaft 
provided with all the utenfils neceflai 
agriculture : they have oil and wine-j: 
Ukewife, and every convenience adapil 
a rural life. While the priefls are ofTeri 
prayers to God, and celebrating divin 
vice, the lay-brethren employ themfel 
ruflic occupations. It is a little re{i 
which derives its wealth from labour, a 
which the members, attached to their i 
tive duties, lead a laborious, but peai 
and happy life. We frequently took i: 
quarters with thefe good monks^ to be 
]xi readinefs fot (hooting, and always 
rience4 from them the refpeft and att : 
of a hofpitality which anticipated a 
wants. 

Leaving the convent of the Trinit| 
arrive, after an hour's walk, through 
' rugged paths, at the monaftery of St. 
fituated on the loftieft fummit of Cape ] i 
The level ground, in front of the houfe 
Aa 4 
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mands the adjacent country. Seated under a 
fingle olive-tree, which rifes between two 
rocks, the traveller refpires a cool air in the 
middle of the hotteft day of fummer, and 
difcovers an immenfe extent of country. To 
the fouth he fees the chain of the White 
Mountains, crowned with fnows and forefts ; 
to the weft the Minarets of Canea, and to 
the north the diftant point of Cape Spada, 
and all the veflels which commerce brings into 
thefe feas. His ideas expand in proportion to 
the magnificence of the profped before hinu 
If he contrads his horizon, he difcovers the 
hill*fides ornamented with vineyards, moun- 
tains full of rocky precipices, and in the 
plain, country houfes fmrounded by delight- 
ful groves. His ima^nation ftraying beneath 
their ihade, beholds the fruit fufpended from 
their branches, and the flowers which deco^ 
rate the myrtles. Abforbed in a pleafing re-i 
very, he views with rapture this enchanting 
landfcape. But, ah ! What horrid noife fud- 
denly awakens him from his dream? He 
hears the hollow found of the diflant tempeft; 
and the dafliing of the waves againft the rocks 
fufpended over their abyfs. Their roaring is 
tremendous; and they threaten to undermine 

the 
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the foundations of thefe huge mafles of fl 
and ingulph them in their waters. Hot 
they foam and lafli continually the refoun 
ihore ! Surely this is the anger of nat 
Adieu, ye fmiling fliades ! delicious profp 
adieu ! no longer can you attrad the at 
tion of the alarmed fpedator. Cafting 
eyes around : him, he difcovers nothing 
precipices, calcined rocks, and barren 
piled one upon the other, while he fhuc 
at their horrid afpedk. Such, Madam, 
the different fcenes which occafionally pn 
themfelves to an obferver beneath the o 
tree, before the monaftery of St John. 

From this hermitage a narrow path, hev 
feme places out of the rock, leads to a gr 
embellifhed by the wonderful powers of 
ture. To arrive there, we muft contini 
defcend for half an hour into a very 
valley J but the pleafure amply repays th i 
bour. This vaft cavern is full of bril 
ftjJadites; fome of which are of a j 
midal form, while others refemble the 
of an organ, and, pendant from the roof, 
to threaten the head of the curious exaa i 
They line all the fides, reflect, like chryfta 
Ught of the flambeaux; are as polifhed as \ 
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and extremely brilliant; but tbey ^re not fluted, 
nor do they hang in feftopns^ like thofe of the 
grotto of Antiparos, the moft beautiful in the 
^orld. The forms of the latter ^re inuch 
more varied, and their eflfeft, by confequence, 
far more afionifhin^. 

The apple-fage (j^), defcribed by Tourne- 
fort, grows in abundance along the valley 
leading to the grotto. The botanift has rea- 
fon to lament that this l^rned naturalift re* 
mained fo fhort ^ time in the ifland, ancf 
examined it at a feafon when the country, 
burnt up by the fun, could afibr^ him nothing 
but parched plants. Had he feen %t in the 
fpring, he would have enriched his catalogue 
with feveral fpecies,^ which had difappeared 
before his arrival* The beautiful fhrub, 
known by the name of the ebon-tree of 
Crete, is found among the rocks on the fea- 
fhore. It does not grow to any gre^t height, 
but the lively purple flowers, which glitteif!' 
among its filver foliage, render it very pleafing* 

Let us now defcend from Cape Melee, and 
return towards Canea j in our way, we meet 

(f) This fage is not confined to this fpot. Large 
trails of ground are covered with it in Mount Ida. 

with 
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with the convent of Acrotiri, which i 
convent of nuns. It is a frightful folit 
in the environs of which nothing is feen 
dreary rocks, and at their feet the wild th) 
briars, the thyme with the odoriferous flo^ 
the iaudantnn, and a few ftraw-berry bui 
The nuns here are not cloiftered, and n ; 
no other vow but that of virginity. I \ 
choofes a companion; and, thus coupled, t 
refide in ftnall houfes, built round a cha 
to which a Greek prieft comes to fay ir ; 
Thefe couples perform all the mutual ofl 
of friendfhip, affift each other, and poflefs 
common, an inclofure, more or lefs confii I 
able, appropriated to the double cell. 1 
is their garden and orchard, in which we : 
orange, almond, and olive-trees. They li 
wife keep bees, which are not fhut up 
hives, and have no covering but planks, 
crofs-ways on two pofls, beneath which Ihe 
alone thefe induftrious creatures depofit tl 
honey and wax. The firft combs are 
largeft, and gradually diminifli to a. po 

■MM * 

They are all in the fhape of an inverted j 
ramid, and it is furprifing how faft they 
made by the bees. The honey of thefe 
fefts is produced from the flowers of the ( 

* fer 



364 LETTERS 

ferent kinds of thyme, and an infinity of 
odoriferous plants and flinibs, with which the 
country is covered ; nor can any exceed it in 
purity or fragrance. 

But to return to our nuns. I have already 
told you, Madam, that, united in pairs, they 
inhabit a building, confiding of three or four 
apartments. Each of thefe little dwellings con- 
tains various conveniences within itfelf. They 
have here likewife a vaft ciftern, a neceflary 
precaution on an eminence without water, a 
wine-prefs, an oven, and one or two looma 
for making linen. They generally rear filk- 
worms, and gather cotton, which is an an- 
nual plant in this countly. One of the fifters. 
fpins, while the other weaves, and fome of 
them knit ftockings. When they have pro- 
vided themfelves with what is neceflary for 
their own ufe, they fell the remainder of the 
fruits of their induftry, in the town. 

In their cells we fee neither fumptuoufiiefs 
nor magnificence; we find only convenient 
utenfils, and fimple and abfolutely neceflary 
furniture, which is kept perpetually clean and 
neat. In a word, thefe nuns, without being 
rich, enjoy a comfortable fubfifl:ence, for 
which they are indebted to their indufl:ry. 

Cheerfulnefs 
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Clieerfuliiefs is their conftant compafaion, 
we fee among them no melancholy faces, 
general, a young fitter unites herfelf to 
older than herfelf, to folace and relieve 
from the burthen of the more laborious 
ployments. I frequently vifited a Greek 
■who every year paffcd a few weeks in 
monaftery, and always found, among 
voluntary nuns, a mildnefs, modefty, 
livelinefs, very remote from that four an< 
Here charader, which is abfolutely ii 
liftent with virtue. 

At the moment I am writing, Acrotiri 

tains within its narrow precinds the dec 

tude of age, the vigour of riper years 

all the charms of youth. I have feen 

of thefe females well deferving to er 

the pencil of a Ikilful painter : a ni 

a hundred and nine years old, anoth 

thirty-fix, and a novice of fixteen. Th 

bent like a bow, with difficulty hobbled 

by the aid of a fmall ftaflf, and feemed 

moment ready to fink with feeblenefs. 

had ftill preferved all her fenfes, though 

ed, and in a kind of ftupor j to extras 

converfation from her, you mutt give 

glafs of cordial, or of excellent wine, 

gradually revived her heart. She t( 
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fhe was born in the village of La Sude; ho\^ 
the Turks had feveral times befieged that for- 
trefs, and how the bombs they threw fell 
upon the roofs of the houfes, and fpread ter- 
ror among the inhabitants. After the taking 
of the fort, fhe retired to the convent of 
Acrotiri, where fhe has refided near fouf- 
fcore years (r). 

The fecond was tall, with an animated 
countenance, and elegant features} her air 
was majeftic, her eye-brows black, and her 
eyes* fparkling ; but the rofes of her cheeks, 
and the lilies of her complexion, began to 
fade ; fhe was flill handfome, but her beauty 
was the be^iuty of maturity ; the delicacy and 
foftnefs of blooming youth was evidently 
pafl, and each fucceffive day robbed her of a 
charm. 

The third— you muft have feen her. Ma- 
dam, to conceive a juft idea of her beauty, 
which my powers of defcription are totally 
infufKcient to convey, Unite^ in imagina- 
tion, all the charms which fometimes adorn 

(r) The fort of La Sude was ftill in the pofleffion of the 
Venetians, when M. Tourilefort viCted this country^ in 
1700. They continued mafters of it feveral years after; 
and it was only taken from them in 1707, or J708. 

the 
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the fairtft of nature's works, in all 
delicacy and perfedion^ in all their afto 
ing harmony and grjrce, and you will 
a feeble ii9age of the novice of Acrotiri, 
features had uncommon animation, and 
eyes fparkled with a luftre that feemed i 
than human, and which it was impoffibi 
fufiain unmoved. How indefcribable 
have been her fmile, would this beaut 
virgin have confented to Imile. Tranfcen 
as were her charms, her drefs was of the : 
(imple land, yet it feemed as if no ornai 
might be added that could embellifh 
Every a€tion, every attitude, made her ap 
ft ill more lovely. Abfolutely unconfcioi 
her beauty, Ihe with apjparent pleafure w 
on the nun, whom fhe confidered as her 
ther, and anticipated all her defires. Her \{ 
air and manfterwere free from the (lighteft 1 
of afiedation; (he appeared abforbed in ful 
ideas, and only afpired to the happine 
bdng received among the nuns of Acr 
I cannot deny. Madam, that I was fen I 
concerned at the thought of fo many ch ; 
being for ever buried in the depth of ; . 
foUtude, and that fhe, who feemed boi i 
give the higheft felicity to fome favc 

m: 



368 LETTERS 

mortal, fliould be feparated for evet from the 
fociety of man ! I went often to the monaftery^ 
and never failed to vifit the good nun, who 
was to her as a mothen 

Let a painter try what his art can effei3:, 
and if he would reprefent the bloom of youth, 
the maturity of riper years, and old age in 
its decrepitude, let Him pourtray the three 
females I have endeavoured feebly to de- 
fcribe. But he muft fail in the attempt. To 
fucceed, he muft, like me, have feen the ori- 
ginals. The imagination only traces with 
fidelity what the eye has obferved. Then 
genius meditates and compofes, and by its 
powers becomes creative : for perfeftly to re- 
prefent fuch objects, is rather to create than 
to imitate. This was the perfedion to which 
Protogenes attained. The froth, on the mouth 
of the panting dog, appeared to him imitated, 
and not natural ; an ordinary artift would 
have been fatisfied, but the Rhodian painter 
afpired to the perfection of nature j that is, 
to be like her creative. 

Let us return to Canea, from which we are 
only a league diftant. As foon as we defcend 
the mountain, we pafs through a country 
aboimding in all the treafures of agriculture, 

fmiling 
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iVniling paftures, and plantations of olive 
orange trees. Alas ! Madam, the riches 
'virhich the earth is covered, the beaut 
tliefe fhades, the flowers and fruits with v 
the trees are loaded, have no longer 
charms for me. Let us re-enter the wal 
Canea* 

I have the honour to be, &c 



Bb 
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LETTER XXXVni. 
To M. L. M. 

X HE ifland of Crete, Madam^ is at prefextc 
governed by three Pachas, who refide at Can- 
dia, Canea, and Retlmo. The firfl, who is 
always a Pacha of three t^dls, is, as I may 
fay, the viceroy of the ifland. He is in- 
veiled with the fupreme power, has the in- 
fpedion of the forts and arfenals, nominates 
to vacant military pods, and to the govern- 
ments of La Sude, Grabufa, Spina Longua, 
and Gira Petra (s). The governors of thefe 
forts are called beys* They have under them 
a governor, of the caftle, and three general 
officers, one of whom is general of the ar- 
tillery, the other of the cavalry, and the third 
of the janifFaries. 

(x) Gira Petra, formerly called ISerapitbna^ was a 
city with a harbour, fituated on the fouth fide of the 
ifland. At prefent it is but a fmall and wretched town, 
only the fmalleft veflTds can enter the harbour ; and the 
fortrefs, T\^ich is incapable of defence, (erves merely to 
frighten away (be Coriairs. 

. - . The 




The council of the Pacha eonfifts of a E 
^^ho has great influence in all public a 
and the difpolal of almoft all appointmen 
the Aga of the janiflaries, whx) is colonel-g€ 
of the troops, and principal fuperintenda 
ihe police (/) ; of two Topi^-Bachis; of a 
terdar^treafnrer-^general of the imperial ck 
of the keeper of the imperial treaftuy, at 
the firft officers of the army. It is j 
therefore^ that this gov^emment b putel) 
Utary ; and, which is the natural confequ< 
that the power of the Pacha Serafqnier is 
folute« There is no appeal £rom his fenti 
which is inftantly carried into execution. 

The great officers of the law are> the Mv 
the fupreme head of religion, a^d. the ( 
The former expounds the laws relative t\ 
partition of property among children, inli 
ances, and marriages; in a word, all i: 
laid down by Mahomet in the Koran ; 
decides on every thing refpeding the : 
monies of the Mahometan religion. 
Cadi cannot pafs fentence in difputes 
ginating in thefe laws, until he has obta i 
in writing, the opinion of the Muphd, v 

(t) General of the artillery. 
Bb 2 
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is called z'fait/a. His office, therefore, is to 
receive declarations, complaints, the prefents 
of individuals, and to decide in the common 
cafes of litigation. The Pacha niuft confult 
thefe judges before he can legally put a Turk to 
death ; but when he has attained the dignity 
of three tails, he often raifes himfelf above 
the law, and at once dictates the fentence of 
death, and orders it to be carried into exe- 
cution by his own authority. 

Each mofque has its Imam, a fort of 
curate, who performs divine fervice ; and 
fchool-mafters are diftributed in xiifFerent quar- 
ters of the town. Thefe men ^are greatly 
refpeded in Turkey, and bear the title of 
EfFendi (u). 

The following is the number of troops of 
which the garrifon of Candia confifts. 

Five companies of Janiflaries, the number 

of which varies. 
Twenty companies of Jerli, of one hundred 

and twenty men each. 
Two companies of Ifdarli. 

(tt) Effendi is a title of honour, beftowed on perfons 
confidered as deferving refpeft. 

7 Four 
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' Four companies of gunners. 
Four companies of cavalry. 
Four companies of volunteers. 
One company of bombardiers. 
One company of miners. 

In the whole forty-fix companies, : 
pofing an army of about ten thoufand i 
All thefe troops are not in the tovirn 
iTVOuld be colle6ted in an inftant. The ' 
ceive their pay regularly, and pundually, : 
three months, except the janiflaries, ^ 
officers alone are paid. The diflferent | 
in this militia do not depend on the 1 1 
AH promotions are regulated by a coun : 
each company, confifting of the office: 
duty, and the veterans. Thefe officei 
only be held two years, except that c' 
Sorbagi^ or captain, which is purchafi 
Conftantinople, and held for life. The ( 
or cook, IS continued likewife in his 
ployment as long as the company are coe 
ed with his fervices. There is a chaplai 
Imam^ to every company. 

The garrifons of Canea and Retimo, \ 

lated on the fame plan, are much lefs 

B b 3 m€ 
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merous. The firft confifts of about three 
thoufand men, the other of fifteen hundreds. 
But as all the male children of the Turks bc-r 
come members of the corps of janiffaries at 
their birth, their number would greatly aug-* 
ment in time of war. There is not much, 
indeedy to fear from them, the greatefl: part 
having fcarcely ever feen a mufket fired. 
They are never exercifed in military evolu« 
tions, and are totally ignorant of that dreads 
Jul art, which in our days has been brought 
to fuch perfeftion, and which, reduced to cer-. 
tain rules, triumphs, without difficulty, over 
blind force and numbers^ 

A Pacha of Canea, who diltinguiihed him-i 
Telf in the lafl: war with the Ruffians, was de-* 
firous to try the fkill of the gunners of that 
garrifon. He ordered a bark to be anchored, 
at the diftance of half a mile from the walls, 
and 9 large barrel placed on the deck, The 
fea was perfedly calmj^ and the mark ex^ 
ceedingly ^iftinat ; but; notwithfbnding a re^ 
ward was offered to the perfon who fhoulcj 
knock it down, the gunners kept firing the 
Vrhple day, without touching eit;h?r the bar-^ 
rel, or the bo?it, 

The 
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The Pachas of Canea and Retimo ar 

lefs abfolute, within the limits of their go 

ments, than the Pacha of Candia. The 

joy the fame privileges, and their coun 

compofed of the fame officers. Thefi 

vemors are only intent on rapidly er 

ing themfelves, and ufe every means t 

tort money from the Greeks, who ar 

preifed in a manner not to be defcribed. 

to fay the truth, thefe unhappy people H 

out their willing necks to the chains that ^ 

them down* Their envious difpofition i{ 

tinually arming them againf^ each othe 

one of them has had the good fortune t 

quire a little property, others endeavc 

difcover fomething of which to accufe 

before the Pacha^ who avails himfelf of 

^(Tenfions, to rob both parties. It feei 

if the Greeks, dejeded and debafed by 

misfortunes, were no longer capable of 

nerous fentiment ; nor are they in th< 

amended by the cruel examples they 

every day before their eyes. 

It is not, therefore, furprifmg that, und 

barbarous government, the number of C 

0iould daily diminifli. At prefent C] 

B b 4 fu] 
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fuppofed to contain, at moft^ only 150,000 
Sixty-five thoufand of whom pay 
the carach (x). 

The Turks, though they have only 
pofTefTed the ifland one hundred and 
twenty years, as they are not fub- 
jeGt to the fame oppreffion, have 
multiplied, and flourifh on the 
ruins of the vanquifhed. Their 
number amounts to - - 200,000 

That of the Jews only to - 200 

Total 350,200 

Is it not aftonifhing to find fo few inha- 
bitants on this ifland, which is above two hun- 
dred and fifty leagues in circumference ? Is not 
this diminution of men a fuflicient proof of a 
deftrudlive government? I am aware that Crete 
is interfered by chains of high mountains, 
where We cannot expedt any great popula- 
tion. But there are. rich valleys, andim- 
menfe plains, capable of being rendered pro- 

{x) The carach, as I have faid, is the tribute paid to 
the Grand Signior by all his fubjefts, not Mahometans. 
But it is levied only on men arrived at maturity ; women 
and children are exempt from it. 

digioufly 
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digioufly fruitful. I^othing is wanti i 
this teeming foil but labourers and f : 
property, to make it fumifh fubfiftani : 
four times the people it now contains. 

The hundred cities of Crete have be 
lebrated by the writers of antiquity, and " 
graphy has pfeferved to us their name 
fituations (/). Several of thefe con ; 
thirty thoufand citizens ; if, therefor 
allow fix thoufand to each, on an aver; | 
imagine we fliall be rather under than i 
the true number. 

This calculation will give for the hu 
cities - - - - - 60 : 

We may alfo eftimate the Cretans 
difperfed in the towtxs and villages, 
at the fame number ^ - 60 

Total 1,20 

This cannot be efteemed an exagg( 
calculation. When the Venetians we 
pofTeflion of the kingdom of Candia, it i 

(y) The citie$ of CnofTus, Gortyna, and Cydoi 
have contained, each of them, at leaft 30,000 c 
' if we may judge from their power, and the ex 
figned them by hiftorians. 
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to have cantained nine hundred and mndtyw 
fix villages. 

Thus we find that, when Crete was a free 
country, it maintained eight hundred and 
fbrty-nine thoufand eight hundred inhabitants 
more than at this day. But fince thofe happy 
dmes, this unfortunate ifland has been de- 
prived of her laws by the Romans; groaned 
under the difaflroiis reigns of the corrupt: 
princes of the lower empire ; heca ravaged 
by the Arabs, during a hundred and twenty 
years; exchanged their government for that 
of the Venetians, and, at length, has been 
finally fubjeded to the defpotifm of the 
Turks, who, in all the countries they have 
conquered, have occafioned a frightful depo- 
pulation. 

I might produce many examples of this de« 
fbii&ion. WhenCandia was in the poflefiion of 
the Venetians, the towns of Sitia, Gira Petra, 
Sifamo, and Sphachia, were crowded with 
inhabitants; at this day, they are but wretched 
villages, with ruined fortrefTes, and harbours 
nearly choaked up. Candia, the capital of 
the kingdom, was prodigioufly populous, ajfid 
carried on a very extenfive commerce in 
wines, corn, filks^ and wax. It was, indcjed, 

a fecond 
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a fecoad Venice; but is now almo 
^rted. 

It is tnie^ that the TnrkB, daring i 
and twenty years war, deftroyed many i 
land of the Candiots; and that the p i 
the conftant attendant of their armies. 
lowed them into this ifland^ and was th '• 
ftrndfon of a ftiU greater number; but I 
Ottoman government had coniidered mei 
any importance^ it might have been ^ab : 
the courfe of a whole century of peac( 
tranquillity, to repair thefe ravages. 

The Turks have left the Greeks th< 
exerqife of their religion, but do not allow 
to repair their churches and monafteries, - • 
out permiflion, which is onjy to be obt 
by money, and brings in conliderable fui 
the Pachas* They have, as formerly, t\ 
bifiiops, the principal of whom affume 
title of archbifliop of Gortyna. He refu 
Candia, which is the feat of the Metropc 
church. Nominated himfelf by the patr 
. of Conftantinople, he fills up all the v 
fees of the iflaad (z). He bears the 



(z) Thefc biflioprics are, at prefent, Gortyna^ i 
Mirabelki Byn^y Gira Petra^ Arcadia^ Che\ 
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crown on his tiara^ figns in red, and is rc- 
fjponfible for all the debts of the clergy. To 
fulfil thefe engagements, he levies heivy con- 
tributions on the other bifliops, and efpecially 
the monafteries. He is acknowledged as chief 
of the Greeks, whom he protedls as far as 
his feeble influence extends. To him the 
government applies in matters of importance ; 
and he alone, of his whole nation, has the 
privilege of entering a town on horfeback* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



Lamhis^ Mtlopotamoy Retinw, Canea^ Gfamo. They are 
nearly the fame as under the Conftantinopolitan etnpe- 
Fors, 
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To M. L. M. 

X HE olive-tree, Madam, that precious 
confecrated to Minerva, has alirioft i 
peared from Attica. The Albanians 
Turks, who have alternately ravaged Gi 
feem to have been intent on deftroying i 
have been aflured, that, within twenty 5 
they have cut down two hundred thoi 
feet of thefe trees. Is it poffible to im. 
greater barbarifm ? Do we perceive any I 
refembling this in ancient wars ? Thui 
the Morea, fo rich and flourifhing, when 
fefled by the Venetians, become a pooj 
miferable country. 

The ifland of Crete has not in this n 
fufFered the fame fate. The olive-trees, \ i 
delight in a fandy foil, a mild temper; 1 
and the vicinity of the fea, grow in ahum 1 
on the hills, aqd in the plains. The c( 1 
never fevere enough to injure them, an< I 



heat is always fufficient perfedly to ripen 
their fruit. We meet with fome which feem 
coeval with the foil that bears them; they 
grow to a vaft fize^ and attain the height of 
fifty feet. Their produce conftitutes the chief 
wealth of the inhabitants, and thdf principal 
branch of commerce. The crops, however, 
are not equally abundant ; in two years, one 
is generally excellent, and the other moderate. 
Exclufive of the prodigious confumption of 
oil by the inhabitants, and efpecially the 
Greeks, who make ufe of it as lauce to vege- 
tables and fifh, during the four Lents; be- 
fides what the Turks of Gtnea, inllruded by 
a native of Provence (^a)y make ufe of in their 
manufadories of foap, which they export 
throughout the Levant; befides the great 
quantity of preferved olives, which are ferved 
at every table, the Turks annually load four 
and twenty fhips with oil. Thefe veffels con- 
twi, on an average, one hundred and fifty 

(a) The inhabitants of Candia had no manu&dxire 
in their ifland, and it is not long fince a native of Pro- 
vence taught them to make foap, of which they have 
now feveral manufaflories at Canea. Tliis betrayer of 
his country's intereft has greatly injured the trade of 
Marfeilles. 

tons 
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ton$. each, the value of which is I 
^vx 90,000 livres, - '^ 3,75« 

Five only of thefe (hips be- 
long to foreign nations, and 
their expectation amounts to 
450,000 livres, - - 1 8575c 

The other nineteen are of 
Marfeilles, and their lading a- 
mounts to i ,71 0,000 livres^ - 7 ^ >5i5C 

The French merchants, fet« 
tied at Canea, annually export^ 
befides,in wax and other articles, 
to the amount of 80,00© livres, 3^333 1 
which makes an annual expor- 
tation, from this ifland, on ac- 
count of th^ French, to the value 
of 1,790,000 livres, - 74*582 I 

They import to the amount 
of 450,000 livres {18,750/.) in 
the clothes of Languedoc, and to 
about 1 00,000 livres (4,106/.) in 
fugar, coSee, Englilh fhalloons, 
&c» which make 550,000 livres, 22,9 1 6 

t)edu&ing this from the pre- 
ceding amount of exports, we 
(hall find that the balance of 
commerce, between France and 
3 
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the ifland of Crete, is in favour /. s. JL 
of the latter 1,240,000 livres, 51,666 13 3 

The Marfeilles houfes, eftab- 
lifhed at Canea, are connected 
with thofe of Smyrna and Con- 
ftantinople, and the balance is * - 
paid in Turkifhr piafters. ' 

Now, as almoft all the Exports 
from the iflaiid of Crete are. 
made at Canea, where the trad- 
ing Ihips of diiFerent nations ar- ^ 
rive, by eftimating at one-third- 
more the articles fhipped by the 
Cretans from their other ports, » 
we fhall rather be abov^ than 
below the truth, if we eftiihate 
the total at 2,986,666 livres, 124444 8 4 

This commerce is certainly very incon-? 
fiderable for an ifland of fo great an extent. 
But it is in the poflTeflion of the Turks, 
who are ignorant alike of arts and fciences ; 
^nd the Greeks, : who,, haraffed by ^Svtrf 
fpecies of oppreflSon, dare undertake noflmg, 
either for private advantage or public uti- 
lity. The ifland does not contain a fu£Elcient 
number of inhabitants for all the lands to be 
. ': cultivated* 
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cultivated. .'We pafs over, with fympa 
concern, plains of three or four leagues 
tent, watered by fertilizing. fti;eam8, wi 
meeting with th^ flighteft trace of cultivi 
I>elightful vallies, where the luxuriant ; 
produces an infinity of wild ihrubs and pi i 
lie wafte, for want of hands, entcourager 
and indullry* The indolent Turk paflc 
life» in the midft of his po{re£Gion8, wit ! 
thinking of improvement : and fiiould 
Greek obtain permifiion to clear out a ] ; 
of ground ;• after bedewing It with the { * 
of his brow, and at the moment he is a ; 
to enjoy the fruit of his induilry, his pp i 
ful neighbour wrefts from him the friili 
his labour. Within thefe few years, h\ 
ever, feveral of the land proprietors, in 
environs of Canea, have become fenfiblti 
^hat is their true kitereft^ and begun a 
olive plantations. 

When the kingdon^ of Candla was ui 
the dominion of the republic of Venice 
produced great quantities of grain^ an 
iTuppli^ the wants of the inhabitants^ 
made confiderable exportations to fon 
countries^. At prefent the ifland is oblige 
ifnpon «9ms^ and I hate ieen Several i 

Ce h 
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laden 'with it arrive at Canea. 'Tins is ndt 

to be attributed to any change in the foil, 

^hkh is ftill wanned by the fame fun, and 

-watered by the fame fbeam^ The tyranny 

^f the Turkilh government muft alone be 

«0nftdered as the caufe. 

/ Objeds of the laft importance, whkh would 

infinitely extend the commerce of the Cretans, 

ir* aTmoft totally negf edecF. The mulberry-tree 

thrives admirably- in the ifland, arid nothing 

^ould be more eafy than to rear fift:-worms* 

Tlie little cotton vvhieh is cultlvatefl there, is df 

i very fihr quality ; and the wool, though not 

"imaitable for its finencfe, fe fo for its quan- 

•tity J yet is thete not a fingle raanufadrffe in 

the country which may employ thefe valuable 

materials f Little attention, therefore^ is paid 

to the filk-worin ; cotton and flax are cuki- 

Vated* in fmall quantities ; and never vriH it 

occur to the imagination ei a Turk^ ' that 

\iridei: a mild an4 favourable &y, which 

%©uld aHow the flocks to be foli&d the whole 

ycttf inthe open air, it might be^poffible, by 

l^iyiag due atteiMon t^& theii feeding, and 

-prc^erly croffing the breftd, to obtsdn'^wocl 

'tfveaequkpVofhat fef Spain. -' • • 

^^* •Whal-a'dvanfa^eaf might tsot a peiiflicd ieai 
;:.:.c: ^^ d tioa 
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iiotjir derive &bin ^ ilUnd^ v^h^h^: ^ei I 
fying the mod efl^atialwaoits of Ufim, ^ 
£till la^tW Aipply hin^ with : wery I 
thai GOntril^tesr^ ^(Uit^ii e^^ei .4Qd i 
luxury! Hpw.ftii^tib^y e^ttmid^thei 
rious IjraridK^a cjf comm^ce T Wjbat be i 
iQiight they ndt A^H^ from^ nianjU&^mft 
culated to givfc tbij^I^.^a^ue:!: ThQ ^^li 
wines of the tountry^,^ Uttle kaO^^i^ \ 
he in requ^ oVet the Whole world I ! 
reftg of pines, oab% *Rd ced{ur$^ mad^ p 
management', wouW be of ufe for (hip-^t 
ing* The hufbandqa^n* excited by the, 
and certainty- of enjqying the fruit of 
labours, would cleat out yaft traSis of ,' i 
land, now abandoned to fterlKty^ would 
every fpecies of graiji, iocreafe thjelr plj 
tions, andj^ after enri^hiftg the fl^e^ Ih 
plenty, in the bofbrij; of their nvrticr:0us i 
lies, .Men woiild iftultiply without end, ii 
$neft climate in the world ; villiagies and 
povfrifhed towns Mif^Qul.d again beqonxe 
pulous cities; again would the arts re 
to their native country ; again would 
flouriihj and, in a wor4, the fuperb il 
of Crete revive put - of hpr ,»{hes, , Tq 
4uce this extraordinary, this h«pp|r -chz 
C c 3 not 
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ijothihg 18 neceflary, but the cncomragemttit 
and protedion of a vnfe goverament. 

Thefe refledions^ Madam, are not the 
dreams of a4ieated imagination^ or of a tra- 
▼eller who has hallily pafled through the coun- 
try. I continued in the ifland of Candia fif- 
teen months; I have viiited its mountains 
and its plains ; I am acquainted with its pro- 
dudlions ; I know in what they are fufceptible 
of improvement ; and I can affure you, that 
in the whole world, there is no country that 
combines fo many real advantages. The lofty 
trees of the frozen regions crown the fum- 
mits of the mountains ; while lefs lofty hills 
are covered with the fruit-trees which are 
common in our climates {b) ; the declivities 
are embellifhed with vineyards, producing 
wines equally various as agreeable; the val- 
lies abound in trees bearing deUdous fruits, 
many of which thrive under the torrid zone, 
while the plains are enriched with every 
fpecies of grain the earth produces. Ob- 

(b) The apple^ chefnut, pear, and cherry trees, thrive 
incomparably on the hills of Crete, and produce fruit j 
which, if it be not fo good as ours, it muft not be im-^ 
puted t6 the quality df the foil, but to the indolence of a 
people Wht) fcilcny noChii% of the art of graftings ; 

- - ... ferve, 
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f^rve» toOf that nature has placed tl i 
harbours, Palio Caftro^ under Cape S< 
Spina Longa, La Sude, and Grabuge, : 
eaft, weft, and north fides of the ifland, i 
commerce was deftined to extend t( 
quarter of the world. I fhall add or 
xvord : Crete, placed as it is, almoft 
equal diftance firom Europe, Alia, and - 
feems the central point of thefe thre< 
ters of the globe ; nor do I believe i 
fible to affign a more favourable fituatic i 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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♦^^ ^e 'following Letters wer( intend^ t(^ 
form a fecond volume^ in which the author pro^t 
pofed to freal^ on the other'JJlands of the 'j^rchi--, 
Velqgo, iphtcb hfe had tinted. It has not been 
ihought ^frcipir to, give ihf public any tmre ihan 
ihefe' three let fers, the author not imving put thf 
JqJ^ "hand to the others before hi^ 

To M. L. U. 

JL HAVE left, for fbme time, Madam, the 
ifland of Candia, and made an excurfion into 
the Archipelago ; I fhall now give you an acr 
fount of this little voyage. I embarked in one 
of the decked boats, with which the Greeks^ 
carry on their coafting trade in fuminer. The 
cldeft fon of M. Breft^ vice-cpnful of Frjince, 
^t Argentiera, and two merchants going to 
Conftantinpple, were of the party. Our veti 
fel was but fifte;en fe^t long,^ by five broad^ 
without either cabin or deck ; fo that we 
were obliged to remain expofed to the burn-^ 
ing rays of the fun, and fleep in the night 
l^^tl^QUtany pther covering than our cloaks. ^ 
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fuddcafquaU might ov.erfct »s j ^nd w^i 
fea evcj: fa little agitated, we muft be de 
|>y the waves. Befor6 they leave the 
Jbpur, indeed, thefe light barks always 
for a fair wind, and, then they appear i 
over the fiirface of the way^,. The;; 
built to go both with oars and fails, v 
is a double advantage. 

You may poffibly begin to think, by 

time, Madam, that this mode, of navig 

is not the fafeft, and you are certainly i 

But that of. the Greeks, who failed t< 

(iege of Troy, was.fiillJefs fo; fmce, i 

may believe Thuqydides^ undoubtedly a 

thentic hiftorian (^), their veffels were ^ 

out decki They were, therefore, oblig 

coaft along the ihore, and navigate from 

to cape,; unaWe to keep the fea with 

barks, which the firft wave might have 

to the bottom, they dragged them upon 

at the leaft appearance of a ftorm, and w 

fometimes for whole months, the ret\]i 

fine weather. With fuch veffels it wa 

poffible. to tack, and the wind was £ivoi 

for them only when right abaft, 

(c) Thucydidcs, lib. i. The Grecian fleet, whic i 
fgr Trc^i coiififted only of veflels that had no dect ! 
Cc 4 
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We left the port of La Sude at fun*iife : 
a frefli breeze filled our triangular {ails,- and 
vie continued rapidly to {dough the furface of 
the deep. Our. courfe lay towards Argcn- 
tiera* We long kept in view behind us the 
majeftie head of Cape Melee, and the lofty 
mountains of Sphachia, which lofl themfelves 
in the clouds. As we advanced, they di- 
miniihed in the horizpq, and about noon 
wholly difappeated, leaving us {unrounded 
only with the vafl cxpanfe of fca. 

The firft time you venture on the ocean 
with thefe little boats, which,- in- the grand 
fccne that prefcnts itfelf to the eye, appear 
like walnut-fhells, th^ niind is ftruck with 
aftonifhment. Seated on the deck, you touch 
with your hand the water, foaming under its 
fides. On the brink of the abyfs, you feck 
in the horizon a place of refuge againft the 
tempeft ; but the ey^ cjifcovcrs nothing but 
the immcafity of the waters and the heavens, 
and a fentiment of fearful aw^ penetrates 
the foul. Experience, however, foon difi- 
fipates thefe vaiij terrors, and man, to whom 
habit familiarizes eyery thii^g, delightSw to 
brave, with fuch feeble means, the fury of 
the waves. The Greek nt^ariners, well ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with all the harbours of tht 
pdago, and guided by prudence, ; i 
veiTels before the wind, when the ten ; 
gins to thr^ten, and^feelk for Iheker i 
neighbouring ifland. Not lefs prudi : 
their anceftors (d\ they lay up their i 
harbour during the winter, and wait I 
return of fummer, before they truf 
felves anew to the inconftant element. 
During the whole day we had a fer 
and a favourable wnA^ which, enable I 
snake great way, »pd at- nine in the 
we anchored in the. port of Argentiex i 
a- run of. thirty fea^leagues. M» Br 
Rented us to his father^ who received 
great politenefs, and invited us to take 
residence, i^ his houfe. 

1 have the honour to be, & 

(d) The ancient Greeks and Romans, not \ 
navy fike ours, npr {hips ca{Nd>le of refifting ; 
iiddom mpde voyages, in winteri but waited till tl 
and the return of fine, wottfaer/ 
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X i^EFT <ianca wiA '.ah intention to go to 
Conftanrittople ; but on our arriva! at Ar- 
gentiera, learning that tht plague was then 
ravaging the capital X5f tKe Ottoman empire^ 
1 it ^mediately laid aficfe my pircrjea. In 
^ain did' my traveiKng companions, wht> had 
Ijufitrefs' in that city, folicit me to iproceed 
with them. I had feen too much of die dreadful 
cfFeOs iJf tWs terriWe diftempcr.! The difinal 
icenes I had witnefled were ftill prefent to 
ipif tifk^jfy^ry. I already ipwgioed I beheld 
the^imh»ppy Tiditins^ dftaruck as.'with fights 
Kiiiifg, Suddenly dropping down dead j others, 
with haggard eyes, and inflamed counte- 
nances, expiring in the convulfions of a hor-^- 
rible delirium. I feemed to hear the fhrieks of 
the women^ and the bowlings of the public 

iQourne]:;^ 
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tnonfners* Thek fad fped^cles^v^iich ! 
fed to my imagmationin ail thfeir horror 
ilered me imtHoveable in '*tny refolutic i 
failed 'every importunity/ wiflied my : 
l^aiAons £^ 'good joumey^ and remain i 
lfto*gisritiera. 

' I'his IM'elfiand, which was formerly ; 
Ci^Gllus^ij^iriy fix kagues in circumfer ! 
^e Coil is extremely dry, 4iid deftitc : 
fprings, ncHT is th^e sdiy water here hut i 
h cdlleded In cifterns, or broaghtfirom A I 
an iflaud at 4 Ihtle diftanct ; the hiils, ; 
|ifi^ the whole country ftrfpt of ^treeg, d : 
b&r a fmgle fliade to defead you fron 
beat of the lun. The Venetians, during 
vwir with the Tuife, cut down all the a i 
trees, and did irreparable damage tc 
gfcuid ; nor do the prefent inhabitants d; 
msike freih plantations, left they fliould 
^ pn themfelves heavier impofitibns. Thus 
the Ottoman government- unfformly ad 
wards its fubje£ts ; if they manifeft an^ 
duftry, it IS immediately ta'x6d| and ftifl 
Its birth! • 

Argentiera prefents nothing but i 
liilk^ deftitute pf verdure, and vallies 
^^Qin^vyorthldlsi&Fubs, and thorny thi< 
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The valci arc generally covered with a 
wbite and fliit cl&y, called by the aiu^en^^ 
S'erra Cimolia^ or Cimolia Creta ^ (FuUcrV 
*earth)v and which the inhabitants eroployi 
inftead of foap, to wa(h their linen4 This 
barren foil feems but ill adapted to agriculture ; 
yet the induittious iflailders make it prodtice 
them a fubfiftancc. They fow barley and wheat 
at the beginning of autumn, which is the 
laihy feafon, and reap in March* Their 
^vineyards on the hill-fides futniftt them wi& 
friiit only for th^ tabl?. They procure their 
wines from Santorini, Milo, and other iflandt 
0f the Archipelago. They rear poultry^ and 
ftodcs of goats and (heep, the flefh of which 
» excellent. The Country affords them qu^s» 
hares and pa[rtridg9$ in :abundance. The 
women knit Qrttoij ftockings, ^nd the men 
Wftpioy thwnfelves in filhing and navigation. 
Excettent fiih are taken round the ifland^ 
efpecWly the Rougef (e\ which is very deli- 
cafe eatings 

The little tribe which inhaWts Argentiera^ 
is compofed of about five hundred perfons. 

[e] This fifli is well known, and highly efteemed on 
dl the coafts of the Mediterranean ; it is met wjith^ at 
M»rfetlle$ and T6ulbn> and throu^out ' Prpvcace. 

v: ' Their 
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Tlieir /eiij oyments are > not: maity^ but, I 
Hi Iheir ■ induftry, they, want none ' of 1 i 
ceflariefr of life.* Thie little ifland inde< I 
aot: groan under die immediate dppreffi i 
the officers of the Porte ; here are nc 
nor Cadis. The Turks would not ven i 
refide here, as there is nofort. to )pttn : 
D^altefe from making them prifoners^ i 
privateers come hither, from time tp t|i i 
ipend in feafts, entertainments^ and ph i 
of every kind, the money they hav€ 
itoin the Mahometans. This is a i 
they pay to the pretty women of Arge : 
In a word, the Greeks who inhabi ; 
rock would be happy, were the Capta 
cha but to forget them in the annual < 
Initions he levies, frequently with bar : 
on the illands of the Archipelago^ I 
die poll-tax, to which all the Greej 
iubje£l:, he exadb prefents fometimes an 
ing to the .value of the tribute ; an 
officers know perfectly how to imitate I 
ample. Thefe extortions are attended 
the moft fatal confequences, and redu 
iflandcrs to the moft extreme mifery. 
- During my ftay in this cQiintry, I ! 
with M. Breft, the French vice-conj 
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kiteUigerxl: ^tan^ -witix imtdi j&nmeTs of dluU . 
nAcTj and a nobk and g^e^us fouL Ho 
k perfedly acqu^nted with all the potu <^ 
the Mediteitaixcai^ and haa often &rv^ as 
a pilot to the French fliipe in thefe fea& He 
h^s made himfeif adored by the inhabitants^ 
by fiving them from the pfamder of the Coi^. 
£urg, and by interceding with the officers fent 
by the Gaptain Pacha to lay them under coa^- 
ixibutxon ; he may be confidered^ therefore, 2A 
tdie chief of this Httle republic, or the kir^ 
of the ifland. ^ This worthy man has refided 
upwards of forty years at Argentiera, and 
has two fons, the eldeft, whom I have already 
mentioned, and a younger, now at fea ; both 
arc great travellers, and well educated j theiy 
fpeak French, Italian^ Greek, and TurkiiU 
perfedly, and s^pear worthy to fucceed 
thdr father. He has alfo a dajnghter, who 
is young, tall, handfome, and of a moOt 
amiable difpofition ; fhe is die delight of the 
good old gentleman; and^ by the endearing ^ 
attentions of filial tendemefs, . confoles him 
for the irequent. abfence of his other chil- 
dren, , - : -^ 

T*he drefe of the Greek women of Argen- 
tiera is, ia fome particulars^ a.Httk. whimiic9l# 

In 



o ^ d it fe E d E. 

& f tance, a heat \t^ and a fraaft ft)ot 
lii^ effimatioh, but Ac belles of Arg 
are dF a diffiMrent opinion ; Aey-Tt^ 
their kga by wearing fevcral pair of fto 
and appear as if tbcy were booted,; 
fbange kind of omztmetit 'they toftli 
aneiffential part of drefej said left it 
be loft to the eye, their garments do n 
fcend above two inches below the 
Thefe too are fo contrived, as abfoln 
Ipoil t^ieir fliape, atid tender it impof 
fbrm any idea of the beautiful prop 
with which they were formed by Nati 
San at a lofs to conceive what can hs 
duced them to adopt fo very extravs 
dtefs. In other refpeds they are xl 
lively, amd handfdme. M. Breft, wh 
indifferent judge of beauty, introduc 
into fomjs houfe; where I was aflcmii 
find, under ruftic roofs, young womc 
the moft charming faces. If you re 
to them that they difguife, by fuch prcpc 
ornaments,fome of the lovelieft of their c 
their anfwer is, ** Our grandmothers w^ 
•* in the fame way; we do but follow t 
^ tom.*' Shall cuftom then always ty 
over reafon I But in a fmall iflaod. 
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the women never quit, and;where they hardly 
ever fee any ftrangers, the difference of whofe 
drefs might make impreflion on them^ fa£hi* 
cna» however abfurd^ muil be unchangeable, 
nor can it be expeded that any individual 
fhould dare throw off* the yoke. 

Fronting Argentiera is a long barren rock, 
called the Burnt liland ; in the channel be-* 
tween, {hips find fafe anchorage ; and fmall 
veflels may enter the harbour, where they have 
fufficiont depth of water. This is the only land«* 
ing-place, for in every other part of the ifland 
the fhore is lleep, and furrounded by inacceA 
fiUe rocks. The village, built on the flim* 
mit of a. pretty lofty eminence, commands 
the ibipping; the declivity is fo deep, that 
if a battery were ereded there, to afcend 
it woul^ be impofTible. 

I have the honour to be, &cu 
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To M. L. M. 

Jp ROM Argentiera, Madam, the ille o 
los is in full view, and is diftant only 
league. Its modern name is Milo or 
Anciently it had a town of the fame i 
built by the Phoenicians {J^). That ma 
people, attracted by the beauty of its 
undoubtedly made it an emporium of 
commerce. This harbour, the mou 
which faces the North Weft, retreats ^ 
the land, forming various windings, an< 
denly opens out into a fpacious bafo 
which fhips of all fizes jmay anchor, {fit 
from every wind, and even the largef 
ride with fafety and convenience. 

This ifland was long rich and pop 
and in earjy antiquity enjoyed perfect 

*^(/) Stephan. Byzant. The city of Melos was i 
by the Phoenicians. — Feftus Pompeius adds, Melc 
ing the coafts of Phoenicia, buikthecity to which 1 
kis name. 

Dd 
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dom. The Athenians, unable to bring the 
people of Melos to declare in thdr favour, in 
the Peloponnefian war, made a defcent upon 
their coafts, and laid all wafte before thent 
with fire and fword. Twice did they fail in 
their -enterprize; but returning with more 
numeroys forces, they laid fiege to Melos, 
and haying reduced the befieged to furrender 
at difcretion (g\ put to the fword every 
man capable of bearing arms* They ipared 
only the women luid diildren, whom they 
carried off into ca|>tivity. This atrocious ac- 
tion makes u» blufh for humanity, and difho- 
nours the Athenian name* But war was then 
carried on with a barbarity of which we have 
now no example* Rep^ltcs know XK>t how 
to pardoii, and always carry tkeir vengeance 
to exc^fs. Lyfander the Lacedaemonian ge- 
neral, having, in his turn, fubdued the Athe- 
nians (b)j obliged them to recal the colony they 
had fent to Melos, and reftored to the ifland 
the wretched remains of its inhabitants. 

This ifland loft its libimy when the Ro-' 
mans, afpiring to the empire of the worlds 

(g) Strabo, lib. x. 

\h) Plutarchy in Vita LyCindri. ' 

con<juered 
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fedriquered the Whole Archipelago* 

partition of that jnoriarchy, it fell to the 

emperors; waS afterwards governed 

own dukes, and filially *was conquered 

liihaii II; Since that period it has g 

beneath Ottomaii defpotifm^ and is coa 

deprived of its importance. M. Breft 

me, that, iii his youth, it was extreniel) 

in corn, wine, atad fruits^ and contain 

•wards of twenty thoufand inhabitant 

Tourneifort, who vifited it in 1 700, ; 

delightful defeription of this ifland, 

^* earth, conftantly heated by fubter 

<^ fires, produces, aimoft without inter 

•< Whtat) barley, cotton, exquifite wini 

*^ delicious melons. Saint Elie-, thi 

*^ beautiful ihonaftery in the ifland, an 

** ated on the liigheft ground, is fun 

*< by cedajTS, and brange^ lemon^ and f: 

*^ The gardens are watered by copious 

^ Oliver-trees, which are rare in oth<: 

^^ are very numerous round this mci 

^^ and the adjoiiiing vineyards furnifh t : 

.^^ wine. In a word, all the prbdud I 

<^ the ifland ar6 of infconipatable ex : 

^* Its partridges; quails^ kids, and lar : 

*^ in high eftimation, yet extremely c I 
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tllould M. Tournefort return to Milo, he 
would no longer find the beauteous ifle he 
has defcribcd. He wouW ftill fee the fea- 
thered alum, with filver threads, fufpended 
from the roofs of caverns, fragments of pure 
fulphur filling the Crevices of the rocks, nu- 
merous mineral fprings, hot baths, and thfc 
fame fires which, in his time, heated the 
bofom of the earth, and rendered it fo fertile. 
But inftead of the five thoufand Greeks 
paying the capitation (/), he would now 
find, on a furface of eighteen leagues in cir- 
cumference, only about feven hundred inha- 
bitants. He would figh to behold the fineft 
parts of the country without cultivation, and 
fertile vallies changed into moraffes. Milo has 
aflumed a very different appearance within the 
courfe of the laft fifty years. The plague, every 
where propagated by the Turks, has cut off 
the greateft part pf its inhabitants ; and the 
deteftable government of the Porte, and the 
oppreffions of the Captain Pacha, have com- 
pleted its deftrudlioh. At prefent, the want 

(/) I have faid that adults alone were fubjeft to the 
capitation; if, therefore, we add women and childrien 
to the above number of 5000, there muft have been, 
in the ;inie of Tournefort^ at leaft 20>ooo (buls^ 
. - ^ ,. w of 
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of labourers prevents their giving a fn 
to the water, which, ftagnating in 
leys, turns fetid, and infefts the air ^ 
trid exhalations. The falt-marfhes, 
.have multiplied for want of care, pro 
iame efFe£t. If to thefe inconveniei 
fulphureous vapours which rife on e^ 
are added, you will not be furprifed t 
Madam, that the inhabitants of Milo 
mented with violent fevers during thr 
ters of the year. Nay, poffibly, they 
under the neceffity of totally abandon! 
country. Their complexions are un 
of a yellow, pale, and d^eadly hue; 
the look of health to be found 
one of them. The prudent travelle 
take care to make but a fhort ftay 
unhealthy country, if he would not 
himfelf to a fever. Only to fleep 
night in the ifland, tiay even to pafs 
there, is fometimes fufficient to contn 
difeafe. 

An enlightened government mi 
move thefe calamities which have fo < 
lated Melos. Its firft care ought t 
eftablifh a Lazaretto, and prevent 
proach of infected veflels. Canals jQioi 
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|>e cut to drain the marfhes, from which arif^ 
pcftiferous exhalations^ The ifland would 
repeople : for the fulphureous vapours are not 
what moft render it dcfolate; it produced 
them equally in the time of the ancients (i), 
yet was it extremely populous. M, Toumc- 
fort, who vifited it at a period much 
nearer the conqueft of the Turks, and before 
fhey had time wholly to lay it waftc, ftill 
reckoned twenty thoufand inhabitants. To 
the defpotifm of the Turkilh government, 
therefore, and its deteftable politics, muft 
we attribute the deftrudion of the ifland of 
^elbs. .Let me npt be acpufed of painting 
the Turks in colours blacker then they deferve. * 
1 have travelled through their empire, I have 
feen the injuries of every kind which they 
have done to the fciences, the arts, and the 
human race. , I fee them carrying the plague 
with them, from ifland to ifland, from 
pountry to country, without fuffering their 
eyes to be opened by the example of every 
.pther nation ; and fhall I not raife my voice 

{k) Piiny (lib. xxxv. cap. 15.) Tpeaks of the greaf 
quantities of fulphur produce4 at Melos, and eftcems it 
as the beft any where to' be found. 

. againfl 
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agalnft the abominable ^ indifference 
barbarous people ! Shall I not inveigl 
their deftru^ive fatalifm, and ende^ 
find words fufficiently forcible to j 
crimes and horrors of their governi 
that government, the enemy of the 
fpecies, which has deftroyed more mi 
odious tyranny, than ever fell by the i 
the moft cruel conquerors! At the 
thefe melancholy fpeftacles my heart 
and is filled with indignation; my bl- 
in my vein^^ and I could wifh to t 
Europe to combine againft thefe Turl 
defcending from the mountains of j 
have cruflied the nations in their paC ! 
waded through rivers of blood to th 
of Conftantinople. Nor have the 
countries they inhabit been able to fc 
ferocity of their charafter. Power 
law J their juftice is the fabre. 

I have the honour to b 
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:,CROTARI, convent 
of, — Page 363 

Air, varieties of, indifferent 
countries, — 294 

Alexander Severus, pillar 
of, _ ~ 6 

Amphitheatre, ruins of one, 
near Caftel Roffo, 27 

Anaphe, ifland.of, 53 

Aptera, --' 279 

Arcadi, monaftery of, 264. 
Library of, 267. Wine- 
cellar, — ibid. 

Archbi&op pf Gortyna, 
power of, — 379 

Archery, expertnefs of the 
Cretans in,' ~ 179 

Argentiera, ifland of, 393, 
395. Number of inha- 
bitants of, 396, Whimfi- 
cal peculiarity in the drefs 
of the women of, 398 
Ariadne, in love, with The- 
feus, affifts him to kill 
the Minotaur, 248, 250 
Arfinoe of Lycia, 30 

Artemira, Mounts 97, Ex- 
telofive profpe^t frpm, ib» 



Afomatos, monafl 1 
260, 264. Enter! i 
of the French t 1 
there, — 

Afthmatic difordc i 
known in Egypt, 

Atabyris, Mount, 

B 

Bartavelles, a kinc 

tridge in Crete, ; 
Bedchambers of th< 

B^nediftlon of t i 
wines, form of, 1 
by the fuperior 
monaftery of An 1 

Bifliop (Greek) pu: 
inflifted on the 
for one enterin, ; 
on horfeback, 

Biihoprics of Cret< , 

Breft, (M.) Fren 
conful at Ai ; 
charafler o^ 

Bryaxis, Coloffal f : 
nis workman; I 
Rhodes, — 

Burnt Ifland, •r«* 
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Cadifcus, hills of, 344 

Cadmus, a Phoenician co- 
lony fettled by, in Rhodes, 

Camirus, — ibid. 

city of, ibid. 

Candia (ifland of). See 
Crete. 

■ ■ (city of) origin of, 

191. Etymology of the 

namei, ibtd. Memorable 

fie^e of, by the Turks, 

aoi 

Canca, city of, 194. Siege 
and taking of, by the 
Turks, 196—199. De- 
fcription of, 210, 283, 
285, 2^6. Populoufnefs 
of, 287. Forces of the 

. Turks there, — 372 

Canna) the birth-place of 
Protogenes, ~ 66 

Carach, ' what, 89, 376 

Cafos, iflafid of, 119. Drefs 

. ahd manners of the in- 
habitants, 122, 140. De- 
fcripti<m of two beauties 
#f, 124, 236. Maimer 
of dancing there, 131, 
136. Scarcity of men, 
133, 137 

Caftel Roflo, ifland of, 20, 
* 21.. Barrennefe of, 23. 
Native of Proyeftce fet- 
tled iia, 24. Antiquities 
near, 27. The ancient 
Phcenicus, — 33 

Cathedral founded by Ti- 
tus, r^ins of — 232 

Certificates, contradiiSlory, 
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tains to a Cafiot, 127 

Chapter (firft)ofthe Koran, 

fublimityof, — ~ 339 

Chimaera, burning mountain 

of that name, — 46 

Chryfothemis of Crete, 185 

Cifamus — 279 

Clifithera, daughter of Ido« 

meneus, 158. Murdered 

by the ufurper Leucus, 

Cnoflbu (the ancient Cnpf- 
fus) 209, 214, 215 

Cnofius, city of> 14!, f 80, 
214. A coleay fent thi- 
ther by the Romans, 189 

Coffee poured under the ieet 
of the horfes by the 
Turks, — ' a8i 

Colofliis of Rhodes, de- 
fcribed, 63* Dimenfions 
of, ibid. Not placed over 
the entrance of the bat- 
hour, 64. Fait o^ ibid. 
Nine hundred earned em- 
ployed to carry its frag- 
ments, 65. Or, accord- 
ing te Con(]buiUne Por- 
phyrogenitus, thirty thou- 

* fandj *— *• ibid. 

Corycus, — - 320 

Cragas, Mounts 97 

Cranes and fwans, remark- 
aUe migration joify 39 

Cres, a king^of Cretd, who 

gave name to the ifland, 

150 

Crete, ifland of, 144. Peo- 
pled by various ^(donicis, 
151, «8t. Irift of the 
kings 0^ 152. Lawa.and 
inftitution$ 
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fnftitutions of, 177. Sci- 
toces and arts,-^ i82« 
Conquered by the Ro- 

' mansj 187. Government 
ef, under the Romans, 
188^ 189. Chriftianitv 

.. planted there by St, Paul, 
190* Titus the firft 
bifhop, ibid. Bilhoprics, 
ibid. Conquered by the 
Agarenians, an Arab na- 
tion, ibid. Taken from 
the Arabs by Nicepborus 
Fhocas, 192. Given to 
die Marquis of Montfer- 
rat by the emperor Bald- 
Wn, ibid. Sold to the 
Venetians, ibid. Invaded 
and conquered by the 
Turks, 1^3—207. Mild- 
i^efs and beauty of the 

^ clifhate of, 297. Prefent 
government of, 370. Po- 
pulation of, 375. Num- 
ber of its ancient inha- 
bitants eftimated, 377. 
Biihoprlcs of, 379. Trade 
of _ ^ 382 

Ctefiphon of Cnollus, one 
of the architects who 
built the temple of Diana 
at Ephefus, — • 185 

Curetes, who, 146. Inven- 
tions of, — 147 

Cydon, city of, 148, 180, 
181,281,283,284. See 
Canea. 

D ^ 

Da£lyli, Idean, who, 145. 

Inventions of, -r- 146 

paughters of the Greeks 
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the Turks, 
Delos, ifland of, 
Dia, ifland of, i 

Diamond, rock of 
Diana, temple of, 
fuS 185. Bj 
built, -^ . 

DiSynna, promor 
320. Temple < 
Difeafes of Crete, 
Dittany, virtues o; 

Drepanum, promo 



Egypt, obfervation 

air and climate < 
Ephloti, a fpecies c 

found in Crete, 
Eteocretans, who, 
Europa, explanatio 

fiible of, — 
Exorcifoment of a 

Greek prieft, 

F 

Faitfa, what, — 

G 

George (St.) mon 

220. Hofpitalit 

monks of, 222. 

taihment of the 

travellers at, 

Gira Petra, — 

Glaucus, river of, 

Gortyna, city of, i 

Ruins. of, 231. 

bifhop of, his pc 
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'Greeks, modern, ignorance 
of, in- the art of naviga- 
tion, 16, 17, 116. Op- 
preffed ftate of, 50, 10 1. 
Charafter of, 105, 141, 
263, 309, 375- Super- 
ftition of, 116. Not per- 
mitted in Crete to enter 
V the cities on horfeback, 
292. Punifliment infli£l- 
ed on them for one of 
their bifhops entering 
Canea on horfeback, ibid. 
Number of, in Crete, 376 
Grotto near the monaftery 
, X)f St.. John in Crete, 361 
Gunners of the Turks, un- 
(kilfulnefs of, — * 374. 

H 

.Hannibal, manner of his 

deceiving the Cretans, 

229 

Harbour .dug by Deme- 

. trius during the fiege of 

Rhodes, — 52 

Helepolis (the), an engine 

employed by Demetrius 

in the fiege of Rhodes, 

; defer ibed, — 79 

Heliades, who, — 55 

Heracleum (ancient), fitua- 

" tion of, — 208 

Hierapithna, '— . 370 

I 

lalyfus, — 56 

.— — city of, -— ibid, 

Ida (Amount) pifturefque 

appearance of, 255, 257. 

Defcription of, 258. Ex- 

tenfive profpeci from the 



fummit of, ibid. Produc- 
tions of, — ibid. 
Idomeneus, king of Crete, 
. hiftory of, — 158 
Jew merchant at Retimo, 
entertainment given by, 
to the French travellers, 
269 
John (St.) monaftery o^ 
359. Profpe6^s from, j6o 
Jophon of CnoJTus, 1 84 
Ifmael Aga, chara£^er of, 
330. Entertainment given 
by, to M. Savary, 331 
Jupiter born in Crete, 147, 
216. Two of that name 
kings of Crete, 153 

" tomb of, — 216 

' Afphalius, temple 

of, . — 55 

■ Didlaeus, temple ofj 

151 



Khandak, what, — 19 1 
Kiopruli, Candia taken*by, 
204, 206 
Kyrie eleifon fung by the 
monks of Afomatos, to 
entertain the French tra- 
vellers, 262. They hu- 
moroufly return the 
compliment by joining in 
a fong, — , ibid. 



Labyrinth of Cnoflus, 241, 
242 
— — -^— - of Gortyna, de- 
fcription of, 233 — 238. 
Conjectures concerning 
th« 
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.the origin and ufe of, 
- ^ 239 

LaCulate, — 353,357 
Lafthenes, a Cretan chief, 
i8» 
licbena, — 228 

Leprofy, terrible effedis of 
the, no, 315. Probable 
caufes of, in Crete, 317 
Lethe (river) — 230 
Leuces, — 320 

Leucus, the ufurper, de- 
prives Idomeneus of the 
throne of Crete, 158 

Life, length of, how efti- 
piated by the Cretans, 
' 184 
Lindus, — 56 

-f (city of) 56, 95. 

Modern ftate of, 96 

Loaxus (river) — zi2 
Lucillus of Tarrha, 185 
Lycia (ancient), great po- 
pulation of, 34. Defo- 
latenefs and fterility of 
the fame country at pre- 
fent, — 36, 38, 50 
Lycians (ancient), . govern- 
ment and manners of, 34 

\ . M 

Macri, gulph of, " — 44 
Malmfey of Mount Ida, 
112, 333 
Marguarites, village of, 773 
Meleq, Cape, 281, 355 
Melos, ifland of, 401. See 

Milo. 
Merion, — 158 

Meffara, plain of, 226. Fer- 
tility of, — ibid. 
^4etag«nes, one of the archi- 
te£ls who built the temple 



of DianaatEpheJ 
Metalla, — 

Metellus (Quintus' 

conquered by, 
Mich-mich, fruit ft 

Milo, ifland of, 40 
puloufnefs of, wl 
Tournefort travel 
Small number < 
bitants at prefent 

Minos, 1485 .153. 
of, J 53. Contr 
accounts of, 155 
tory of, • ibid, 
giflator of that n; 
ferent from the c 
or, — 

Minotaur of Crete, 
of, — 241, 2 

Mouteveli at Rho< 
office, — 

Mufeum (the), whe 

Myra, city of, - 

Myrtles, beautiful ij 
326. Plain of, 

N 
NarcifTus, plain of, 
Navig<ation, ignor; 
the modern Gn 
the art of, ' — 
Nea, ifland of, -- 
Neocorroj — 

Nifyros, ifland of. 
Noxious animals, 
found in Crete, 2 

O 

Ochendra, a ferper 
in Crete, — 
Odero, <bt.) — 
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dive tree almoft loft in 
Attica, 3S1. Thrives ^in 
Crete, — ibid. 

Ophis, a fpecies of forpent 
in, Crete, — 310 

Qphiufa,theifland of Rhodes, 
anciendy fo called from 
its numerous ferpents, 57 

Oranges, excellent in Crete, 
352 



Pacha, of Crete appcafes an 
infurre£lion by his pre- 
fence of mind, a88 

Paintings, beautiful, at 

Rhodes, — 66, 70 

Palio Caftro, — 211 

Panarus, a Cretan chief, 1 88 

Panormus, — 211 

f afiphae. Amour of, with 

Taurus, -!* 246 

Patara, ruins of, ^7? 31 

Phaeftus, city of, 148, 283 

Phalangion (or tarantula), 

of Crete, defcribed, 310 

Pharos, ifle of, . — 6 

Phoenice, — ' 33 

Phcenicus, harbour of, 32,33 

Phorbas,^hodes freed from 

ferpents by, 57 

Platania, river of, 321. Fo- 

reft of, ib*. Beauty of, ib. 

Pompey's Pillar, 6 

Praefus, city of, 283 

Protogenes, admirable 

paintings of, 60. Defcrip- 

tion of the lalyfus of, from 

Pliny, •*- 67 

Pyrrhic - dance^ retained 



among the Sj^cbiGNtsj 
346. Manner of, ibid« 

Quadrupeds of Crete, 311 

R 

Retimo befieged and taken 
by the Turks, 200. 

' Defcribed, — 275 

Rhadamanthus, 143 

Rhianus of Bena, 1 85 

Rhitymnia, fee Retimo. 

Rhodes(iflandofJ, 53. Anci-» 
ently covered by the fea, 
54. fertility and trade of, 
at prefent, 90. Popula- 
tion of, 92. Revenues off 
94. Salubrious climate 
of, — 104 

■'■■ (City of), by whom 

built, 59. Defcribed, 
60, 6r, 62. Coloflus 
of, 63. Siege of, by 
Demetrius, 79. Hiftory 
of, 79 — 83. Prefent ftate 
o^> 85 — 95. Government 
of, under the Turks, 88 

Rhodians, navigation and 
colonies of, 58. Learning 
of, 71, Laws, govern- 
ment and manners o^ 
72—78. Humanity of, 76 

Riot (Turkifli) in . Cretej 
account of ooe, 288 

Rivers, conjedlure con- 
cerning, — 257 

Ro^ds dangerous in Crete, 
.259, 265 

Rougct a kind of fifh, 396 

Salentum^ 
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Salentum founded by Ido* 

meneus, i6o 

Santorin, ifland of, 54 

Silk-worm, new fpecies of, 

25 

Soap^ inanufaAories of, in 
Crete, — 382 

Spada, cape,' — 343 

Sphachia, hills of, 343 
Piftureftjue profpcft, 349 

" town of, ihid. 

Sphachiots, chara^er and 
manners of, 345 

Standia, ifland of, 114, 142, 
143, 209 

Sude (La), bay of, 281, fort 
of, — 35* 

Sufa, cape, — 343 

Sun ridng, at fea, defcribed, 
II. Setting of, 41 

Swans and cranes, remark- 
able migration of, 39 

Syme, ifland of, Jo8. Fiflier.y 
for fpunges there, 109. 
Village of the divers, no. 
Drefs of the inhabitants 
of, ibid. Lepers, in, 
Greek prieft of, ibid. 



Tarantula, found inCrete^ 
defcribed, — 310 

Taurus, the Cretan, Hiftory 
of, 245. Gave occafion to 
the fable of the Minotaur, 

247 
Telchines, who, 55 

Telmiffus, fituation of, 46^^ 

Ruins of ath^atre tiierc. 



47. Ruins of tombs near, 

48. Remains of a caftle, 

49 
Telos, ifland of, 107 

Thales of Gortyna, 182. 
Tcrfuafive poetry of, 183. 
Said to be the inventor of 
the Cretan Pyrrhic, ibid. 
Theodore (St.) fort of, 195 
Thera, ifland of, 54. 

Therafia, ifland of, ibid^ 
Thcrenuft (river) 148, 212 
Thefeus, birth of, 244. Kills 
the Mihotaur, and delivers 
the Athenians from their 
tribute, '245 — 252 

Titans (the) 148 

^Tityrus, hills of, 344 

Tlepoleitius, a* colony let- 
tied by, in Rhodes, 58 
Topigi Bachi, who, 371 
Trees cut down, but never 
planted by the Turks, 386 

' the origin of fprings 

and rivulets, — 256 
Trinity convent, of the, 358 
Triton, river of, 211 

Turks, of Crete not fo fub- 
mifllve to the orders' of 
the Grand Signior, as in 
other parts of the Otto- 
man empire, 288. Beauty 
and fine proportions of, 

Turluru fort, , 195 



Vin de loi, wjiat, 270, 333 
Violin player, in Crete, ex- 
cellent performance of 
one, — 271 

Walida, 
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Walida (fultana), appenage 
of, in Crete, 275, 345 

Wedding proceflion of the 
Greeks, 219 

Wine of Rhodes, 99 

^— of the Jews at Retimo, 
called Vin d'e hi^ 270, 333 

Wines (new), form of the 
blefSng given to, at the 
monaftery of Arcadi, 267 

Women of Crete, beauty 



of, 306. Drefs of, 307 

Women of Argentiera, 

whimiical peculiarity In 

the drefs of, 398 



Xanthus, river of, 
city of. 



30 

ibid*. 



Youth, Cretan, education 
of, — 177 
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Page 34S9 line 17, zhtr handful, mio/tnent 

371, line 6, place the reference (t) after the word Toj>fgi-Bacih, 
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